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AL, allies preparing for Dhaka siege on June 11
Staff Correspondent

The Awami League general secretary, Abdul JalilTborsday said the AL-led opposition alliance
is waging movement to restore the people’s rigbisesl by the BNP-Jamaat government.

‘We are demanding the people’s constitutiorgtits through democratic movement,’ Jalil, also
the coordinator of the opposition alliance, toldrass briefing followed by a preparatory meeting
for the June 11 Dhaka siege programme.

Accusing the government of hatching conspiracfpil the democracy, he said ‘the opposition
alliance believes in democratic practices not insparacy like the BNP-Jamaat government’.

‘We are going to take all-out preparations tckenthe siege programme a success,’ he said.

The alliance leaders of Dhaka and eight neighbguistricts attended the meeting held at the
AL central office on the Bangabandhu Avenue.

AL presidium members Abdur Razzak, Matia Chowsgitand Kazi Zafar Ullah, the Workers
Party president, Rashed Khan Menon, general segr@&inal Biswas, general secretary of a



faction of the Jatiya Samajtantrik Dal, Syed Z&ajjad, and Samyabadi Dal leader Dilip Barua
were among the central leaders of the allianceeptdas the meeting.

The central leaders instructed the districtliée@ders to hold rallies in nine entry points dfdka
on the day, meeting sources said.

The alliance will hold a meeting with the Dhaliey leaders today.

http://www.newagebd.com/2006/jun/09/front.html#3

Blanket arrest continues
Staff Correspondent

Two hundred and sixty-four people were arreste¥itnours ending at /g
6:00am Thursday, as blanket arrest continued itetid-up to the June |
11 ‘Dhaka siege’ programme of the Awami-Leaguedtidnce of
opposition political parties. -

One hundred and fifty-four were shown arrestedifferent cases, 26
against warrants of arrest, 3 under section Shefiriminal Code of Procedure and 81 in different
articles under the Dhaka Metropolitan Police Ordoe section 86.

The police detained 316 people on Wednesdayp8IRiesday, 282 on Monday, 262 on June 4,
260 on June 3, 254 on June 2 and 236 on Junedrdaung to a police press release.

Although the police claimed that they did notat anyone without charges, relatives of many
detainees alleged that the arrests had been plyrfarharassment.

Lal Miah, a resident of Lalmatia in the citylddNew Age on Thursday that a team of the
Mohammadpur police, led by Sub-inspector Atiqg, ohetd his son Khokon as he, along with his
two friends, was smoking beside the water tank@irtlocality at about 9:00pm on June 5.

The police claimed the three had been takingghdma said.

Lal Miah said he had gone to the scene and stgdi¢he police officer to release the three and
also offered Tk 1,000 in cash. The officer did agtee.

The police team took away the three but releasedof them taking Tk 1,500 from him, Lal
Miah alleged.

He then went to the Mohammadpur police statuatrféiled to convince the police officer.

At about 4:00am on June 6, the police officenedo the residence of Lal Miah and asked him to
contact the officer-in-charge and also asked hipetp Tk 10,000.

Lal Miah told the officer he did not have thatich money.

As he went to the police station in the mornihg, police officer said they could not release his
son as he was a criminal and involved in the déffiécriminal activities.

The police sent him to court and sought a fiag-ctemand to interrogate him in a theft case, Lal
Miah said.

Like him, a number of people also thronged tharicon Thursday to see their near and dear ones,
detained by the police.

Some of them also alleged that the police haalimksd their relatives as they failed to pay bribe
and the police made them accused in different gaseding for long.

Even the innocent people were also brandedimsnals by the police while they were produced
before the court, they alleged.

AN -
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Lawmen intensify blanket arrest
Staff Correspondent

Lawmen intensified their drive to arrest peopléha capital city as the combine of the opposition
political parties vowed to make its siege of Dhalkiacessful. The police said they had arrested
2,731 people in Dhaka after June 1.

They arrested 283 people in 24 hours till Satymiorning. One hundred and seventy-five people
were shown arrested in cases, 15 under the wamwaatsest, nine under Section 54 of the Code of
Criminal Procedures and 84 under different articlethe Dhaka Metropolitan Police Ordinance.

The number of the arrested was 24 more than whsaitarrested on Friday when the police
detained 259 people.

The police detained 264 people on June 8, 31Rioe 7, 315 on June 6, 282 on June 5, 262 on
June 4, 260 on June 3, 254 on June 2 and 236 enlJaccording to a police release.

The lockups at most police stations, mainly Id ©own of Dhaka, remained crowded with the
people detained between 10:00pm Friday and 3:0Georday when they were busy watching
World Cup matches on television.

The police claimed they had been conductingsrait arresting people as part of their routine
work, but the relatives, who flocked to the polgtations, said the arrest was made to harass them.
The Lalbagh police detained eight persons atribagh and the Azimpur orphanage when they

were watching television.

The persons included day labourers and footgatidors. Their relatives claimed they had no
crime records.

The police said the people were implicated omb case filed by Mohammad Alagir Hossain, a
local BNP leader, in connection with the bombingagte Jamal Chemical Industries Limited at
Lalbagh on June 4.

The police produced the eight — Azizur Rahmaanin Khan, Badiuzzaman Sabuj, Khoka,
Nurul Islam, Monir Hossain, Bappi and Johnnie —dbefthe chief metropolitan magistrates court
on Saturday seeking a remand for seven days.

The magistrate, Toufiqul Alam, rejected the gelprayer and ordered to send them to jail.

The Kotwali police arrested one Mahamud of Suirat the Gulistan Hawkers Market under the
Dhaka Metropolitan Act when he was going to buy icalsnstrument to celebrate his 16th
birthday on Friday night. The police produced himtourt on Saturday, saying he was harassing
girls, said Mahamud, after being released by thetco

The authorities have, meanwhile, deployed mioae 115,000 personnel of law enforcing
agencies, including the Bangladesh Rifles and dq@dRAction Battalion, to keep law and order in
the capital city.

The inspector general of police, Mohammad Al@uayyum, told newsmen on Friday evening
that any unruly activities and efforts to obstriranhsport movement in the name of siege would be
ruled with an iron hand.

http://www.hindu.com/thehindu/holnus/003200606 1 10Lh&n
Police clash with Opposition protesters in Bangladsh

Dhaka, June 11 (AP): Riot police fired tear gathatisands of stone-throwing protesters in the
Bangladesh capital Sunday, leaving dozens of papjpieed, withnesses and news reports said.

The protesters from an opposition alliance wergryo block the entry points to Dhaka to demand
the resignation of Prime Minister Khaleda Zia's &uwwnent and electoral reforms.



Clashes were reported in at least five points, l@tog to Associated Press reporters at the scenes
and private TV station ATN Bangla.

http://www.cbsnews.com/stories/2006/06/11/worldm#&i99515.shtml

Police, Protesters Clash In Bangladesh
Protesters Demand Government's Resignation And Eléaral Reform

DHAKA, Bangladesh, June 11, 2006

(AP) Riot police fired tear gas at thousands of stone-
throwing protesters demanding the prime minister
resign in the Bangladesh capital Sunday, leaving
dozens of people injured, withesses and news 1eport
said.

The protesters from an opposition alliance werdfir
upon as they tried to block the entry points to khas

Foe. r - part of a campaign to pressure Prime Minister Kdteale
¥ £ . Zia to step down and to demand electoral reforms.
Riot police baton charge an
opposition activist during a The alliance, led by former Prime Minister Sheikh
demonstration demanding electoral Hasina, accuses the government of corruption and
reforms, Dhaka, Bangladesh, March authoritarianism and of trying to use the election
12, 2006 (AP) commission to guarantee victory in the next electio

due in January 2007. The government denies the
charges.

Clashes were reported in at least five points adios city, according to Associated Press reporters
at the scenes and private TV station ATN Bangla.

At Kanchpur on the southeastern outskirts of Dhak#ice used tear gas and batons when about
3,000 opposition activists gathered on a highwadiley to the capital, witnesses said.

The protesters responded by throwing stones.
Similar clashes were reported in Tongi and Galtadi,two other key entry points to Dhaka in the
north. Violence also broke out in Dhaka's centdahmandi and Kalabagan districts, close to the

Hasina's office.

Authorities deployed about 20,000 security offisiad and around the city of 10 million people to
prevent any violence, the country's police chidfgdAl Qaiyum, said Saturday night.

"We will do whatever required to keep the law andeo under control,” Qaiyum told reporters.
Sunday is a working day in Muslim-majority Banglalde
The opposition has launched a campaign of geneiks and street protests to demand the

resignation of Zia's four-party coalition governreas well as an early election and election
commission reforms.



The alliance alleges that the government is ugiegetection commission to win the next elections.

Zia has vowed to remain in power until October g@ar, when her government's five-year term
expires.

Under Bangladesh's constitution, Zia will hand geewer to a nonpartisan caretaker administration
to supervise the January polls

http://www.edicom.ch/fr/news/international/indexgfidindex=270&idContent=1504958

11 juin 2006 - 12:48
Affrontements entre policiers bangladais et manifdants de I'opposition

DACCA (AP) -- La police anti-émeute bangladaise@@dur des milliers de manifestants qui
lancaient des pierres dimanche a Dacca, seloredesiris et des meédias locaux qui faisaient état de
dizaines de blessés.

Sous l'impulsion de I'ancien Premier ministre Sheflasina, les protestataires ont tenté de bloquer
les points d'entrée dans la capitale bangladaise @btenir la démission du chef du gouvernement
actuel Khaleda Zia.

L'opposition accuse le gouvernement de corruptiautoritarisme et le soupgonne d'utiliser la
commission électorale pour s'assurer la victoire@ochaines élections en janvier 2007.

Des affrontements ont été signalés en une dizarmoohts de Dacca, selon des reporters de
I'Associated Press présents sur les lieux et lmeltde télévision privée ATN Bangla.

A Kanchpur, a la périphérie sud-est de Dacca, liaga tiré au fusil lorsqu'environ 3.000
manifestants se sont rassemblés sur une route reefe@napitale, d'apres des témoins. Elle a
également fait usage de gaz lacrymogenes et daguoas. Les manifestants ont répliqué en langant
des pierres et en mettant le feu a plusieurs vigscu

Au moins 30 personnes, dont des policiers, onblegsés a Kanchpur, selon un journaliste de I'AP
sur place.

A Savar, la police a utilisé gaz lacrymogenes dtagaes pour disperser plusieurs milliers de
manifestants, blessant au moins 100 personnes, Kkad@nce privée United News of Bangladesh.
Des affrontements similaires ont été signalés airan 50 personnes dont cing journalistes ont été
blessées, selon ATN Bangla- et a Gabtali -ou aunsn®D personnes ont été blessées, selon UNB.
Des violences ont éclaté également a Dhanmandilebkgan, deux quartiers du centre de Dacca.
«Les policiers ont attagué des manifestants pase, a dénoncé Abdus Shahid, un député de
l'opposition blessé a la jambe.

D'apres l'opposition, des dizaines de manifesiamt®té interpellés.

Environ 20.000 policiers ont été déployés dansieiua de Dacca, qui compte 10 millions
d'habitants. Samedi soir, Abdul Qaiyum, le chefadgolice bangladaise, a déclaré: «Nous ferons
tout le nécessaire pour maintenir I'ordre». AP

cb/v196

http://today.reuters.com/news/newsArticle.aspx?tyypmldNews&storylD=2006-06-
11T080002Z_01_DHA320130_RTRUKOC_0_US-BANGLADESH-@RTION.xml&archived=False

Over 150 hurt as protesters try Dhaka blockade
Sun Jun 11, 2006 4:00 AM ET

By Anis Ahmed



DHAKA (Reuters) - More than 150 Bangladesh oppositeaders and activists were injured in
fierce battles with police while trying to stagblackade of the capital, Dhaka, on Sunday,
witnesses said.

Rock-throwing protesters fought steel-helmetedpalice at Kanchpur on the outskirt of Dhaka, in
which at least 70 people, including former armyetigeneral K.M. Shafiullah, were injured.

Police, who retaliated with tear gas and batongdmralso detained nearly 50 people at Kanchpur,
on the Dhaka-Chittagong highway.

As the battle raged, hundreds of stick-wieldinggdedrom nearby villages joined the protesters,
forcing police to make a temporary retreat.

The protesters burned several vehicles, includipgliae car. Several policemen were hurt by
flying rocks, witnesses, said.

Leaders of the opposition Awami League had urgddviers to gather at city entry points on
Sunday to lay siege to the capital.

The opposition wants the caretaker administratian will be appointed to organize January's
election to be led by a figure acceptable to ditipal groups, and the armed forces placed under
the caretaker leader's control during the polls.

Police toured Dhaka overnight with loudspeakerdatieny the High Court had banned the blockade
and anyone participating could be prosecuted.

Authorities deployed more than 30,000 riot poliod @aramilitary troops in the capital on Sunday,
home ministry officials said.

Awami general secretary Abdul Jalil said the oppmsiwould call for an indefinite strike if the
government tried to foil the siege.

"l am warning the authorities against trying topsts by using force. The siege is our democratic
right and we are going to implement it," Jalil said

Sporadic violence was also reported from Tongi stdal area, on the city's northern fringe, where
nearly 40 protesters were injured and many detanygublice, witnesses said.

Witnesses said city's inter-district bus terminatked deserted with virtually no customers. Farrie
and trains moved in the early hours of Sundaywhilt very few passengers.

Nearly 5,000 opposition activists and suspecteuioals had been detained by police in the run up
to Sunday's protest, but they spared main leadelseiswoop.



http://today.reuters.co.uk/news/newsArticle.aspp@tyworldNews&storylD=2006-06-
11T100555Z_01_DHA320130_RTRUKOC_0_UK-BANGLADESH-GP®ITION.xml

About 200 hurt as protesters try Dhaka blockade
Sun Jun 11, 2006 11:06 AM BST

By Anis Ahmed

DHAKA (Reuters) - At least 200 people were hursireet clashes between Bangladesh opposition
workers and police while the activists trying tagd a blockade of the capital, Dhaka, on Sunday,
witnesses said.

Rock-throwing protesters fought riot police at Klapar on the outskirt of Dhaka, in which at least
70 people, including former army chief general KShafiullah, were injured.

Police, who retaliated with tear gas and batongdgrdetained nearly 50 people at Kanchpur, on
the Dhaka-Chittagong highway.

As the battle raged, hundreds of stick-wieldinggdedrom nearby villages joined the protesters,
forcing police to make a temporary retreat.

The protesters burnt several vehicles, includipglae car. Several policemen were hurt by flying
rocks, witnesses, said.

Street battles also erupted at three places inith@nd in two areas just outside the capitahlin
over 200 people, including at least 20 policemesrevhurt, and several vehicles damaged,
witnesses said.

Leaders of the opposition Awami League had urgddviers to gather at city entry points on
Sunday to lay siege to the capital.

The opposition wants the caretaker administratia will be appointed to organise January's
election to be led by a figure acceptable to ditipal groups, and the armed forces placed under
the caretaker leader's control during the polls.

Police toured Dhaka overnight with loudspeakersatexg the High Court had banned the blockade
and anyone participating could be prosecuted.

Authorities deployed more than 30,000 riot police @aramilitary troops in the capital on Sunday,
home ministry officials said.

Awami general secretary Abdul Jalil said the opfasiwould call for an indefinite strike if the
government tried to foil the siege.



"l am warning the authorities against trying topsts by using force. The siege is our democratic
right and we are going to implement it," Jalil said

Sporadic violence was also reported from Tongi gtdal area, on the city's northern fringe, where
nearly 40 protesters were injured and many detanygublice, witnesses said.

Witnesses said city's inter-district bus terminatked deserted with virtually no customers. Farrie
and trains moved in the early hours of Sundaywhilt very few passengers.

Nearly 5,000 opposition activists and suspectediodls had been detained by police in the run up
to Sunday's protest, but they spared main leadelrseiswoop.

http://story.malaysiasun.com/p.x/ct/9/cid/b8de8d&8B31/id/ee03cc6865fb805e/

Protesters hurt, want action in Bangladesh
Big News Network
Sunday 11th June, 2006 (UPI)

Rock-throwing protesters in Dhaka, Bangladesh weuged when riot police shot tear gas at them
to split up a mass demonstration Sunday.

The fighting took place in various parts of theitalpas protesters organized by an opposition
coalition of 14 different parties reiterated thé&mands.

Former Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina has led thefeahew elections and other government
reform, CNN reported Sunday.

Absdul Jalil, coordinator of the coalition and gealesecretary of the Awami League party, wants
the election head and two election commissionegs fand an end to mass arrests of dissidents.

The group says the government has 24 hours ta &ate a countrywide general strike

http://www.chinapost.com.tw/p_latestdetail.asp? 883

Police clash with protesters demanding governmentiesignation(updated 03:12
p.m.)

2006/6/11

DHAKA, Bangladesh (AP)

Riot police fired bullets and tear gas at thousarfddone-throwing protesters demanding the prime
minister resign in the Bangladesh capital Sund=gyihg dozens of people wounded, witnesses and
news reports said.

The protesters from an opposition alliance werdfupon as they tried to block the entry points to
Dhaka as part of a campaign to pressure Prime Minkhaleda Zia to step down and to demand
electoral reforms.



The alliance, led by former Prime Minister Sheikaskha, accuses the government of corruption
and authoritarianism and of trying to use the @actommission to guarantee victory in the next
election due in January 2007. The government dehessharges.

Clashes were reported in at least five points adifos city, according to Associated Press reporters
at the scenes and private TV station ATN Bangla.

At Kanchpur on the southeastern outskirts of Dhakdice fired rifles and used tear gas and batons
when about 3,000 opposition activists gathered biglawvay leading to the capital, witnesses said.

The protesters responded by throwing stones atidgseveral vehicles on fire.

At least 30 people, including policemen, were wadhioh Kanchpur, according to an Associated
Press reporter at the scene.

Similar clashes were reported in Tongi and Galtadi,two other key entry points to Dhaka in the
north.

At Tongi, police charged demonstrators with batdesying at least 50 people wounded, including
five journalists covering the violence, ATN Bangigported.

Violence also broke out in Dhaka's central Dhanmand Kalabagan districts, close to the Hasina's
office.

Many commuters were stranded in Dhaka and aroundith as the protests disrupted public
transpiration, news reports said.

Police officials were not immediately availablecmamment.

Authorities deployed about 20,000 security offisiad and around the city of 10 million people to
prevent any violence, the country's police chidfgdaAl Qaiyum, said Saturday night.

"We will do whatever required to keep the law andieo under control,” Qaiyum told reporters.
Sunday is a working day in Muslim-majority Banglalde

The opposition has launched a campaign of gentiieds and street protests to demand the
resignation of Zia's four-party coalition governreas well as an early election and election
commission reforms.

The alliance alleges that the government is usiegetection commission to win the next elections.

Zia has vowed to remain in power until October ggar, when her government's five-year term
expires.

Under Bangladesh's constitution, Zia will hand gvewer to a nonpartisan caretaker administration
to supervise the January polls.
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AL, allies flout HC ban, besiege Dhaka
Staff Correspondent

Demonstrators set fire to a police van after théqaoretreated in the face of attack at the
Kanchpur Bridge in Narayanganj during the programafidohaka siege by the 14-party alliance
led by the Awami League on Sunday.

— Abu Taher Khokon

Thousands of angry demonstrators fought runnintigsatvith the police in the city and elsewhere
on Sunday shutting the capital from the rest ofdtwentry defying a High Court ban on the siege of
Dhaka.

The Awami League and its allies announced thak@lsiege, but a High Court bench on Saturday
imposed a ban on the opposition’s programme.

The opposition activists took to the streetsfise to dozens of vehicles and clashed with the
police and paramilitary troopers hurling stones landk-chunks as the law enforcers fired rubber
bullets and tear gas shells to keep the demondratday.

The opposition enforced the siege to push redasfrihe system of caretaker government and
reconstitution of the Election Commission.

The police with loud hailers were seen urgingchizens from Sunday morning to refrain from
participating in the opposition’s programme askigh Court on Saturday slapped a temporary
injunction on the Dhaka siege.

Several hundred people, including some oppositizymakers, newsmen and police were injured
in the clashes and the police detained more th@rp86ple on charge of picketing.

The opposition claimed that more than 500 lemdad activists were injured in the police action
and the lawmen detained over 1,000 people.

The opposition chief whip in the parliament, AkdShaheed, MP, the AL central leader,
Mohammad Nasim, party lawmaker, Zahid Ahsan Ruséahiuddin Khan Alamgir, and former
lawmaker, Shafiullah, were among the injured.

In protest against the police action, the 14ypapposition combine announced demonstrations
for Monday and a 36-hour non-stop hartal from 6rdJaiesday.

The agitated opposition activists snapped ahmunications at several places, either by halting
trains or uprooting tracks. The opposition actwisalted trains at Jamalpur, Nilphamari and
uprooted tracks at Jurain rail crossing in Dhalké iarNatore.



A few motorised vehicles plied the city streétst no inter-district transports entered or laé t
city. All highways approaching the city looked deed. Launch services and air traffic, however,
were almost normal.

The opposition activists fought pitched battleth the law enforcers in the city’'s Maghbazar,
Mirpur, Russell Square, Uttara, Jatrabari, Jufaimka University campus and Nawabpur Road.
Maghbazar virtually turned into a battlefield whetashes raged for about three hours from
10:00am.

The police charged batons, lobbed tear gasssaetl fired gunshots while the pickets hurled
stones at lawmen during the clashes. A numberluties were damaged during the troubles.

The authorities deployed a 20,000-strong pdaite security forces in and around the city and set
up check-posts at different strategic points.

In many areas, the police forced their way ohifeerent houses and shops and clubbed the
opposition activists. The police also beat up pe@es and residents in different neighbourhoods.

The pickets burnt spent motor tyres and bamboods of road dividers to get relief from tear gas.

The major incident of clash took place at KancHpridge in Narayanganj, an entry point of the
capital, where several hundred opposition actissged demonstrations from early morning.

The police initially used tear gas and batondisperse the stone-throwing protesters. The
lawmen then fired about 200 gunshots and lobbedasimumber of tear gas canisters.

At one stage, the police were compelled to attfeormer AL lawmaker, Shafiullah received
head injuries.

The agitated mob vandalised and torched a nuofhezhicles there. Among the injured there,
fish trader Zia Abu Rahman, who suffered rubbeldbwbounds, was admitted to Dhaka Medical
College Hospital in a critical condition.

Policewomen Tania Akhtar, 24, and Jesmin Akl#dr,and constables Wazed, 23, and Nitai
Kumar, 25, were also admitted to the DMCH.

The Awami League leader, Mohammad Nasim, aloitiyg 80 other opposition activists, was
injured at Savar when law enforcers charged batdssperse demonstrators.

In the morning the police swooped on an oppmsifirocession at Shah Ali Mazar Road in Mirpur
leaving at least 15 people injured. Fifteen moneagtion activists were injured in clashes with the
police at Gabtoli.

At Tongi, more than 30 people, including joursisl, received injuries when the police attacked a
procession in the railway station area.

The police beat up a photojournalist of Bangldyd Naya Diganta, Sharif Ishtiaz, and smashed
his camera.

The Supreme Court Bar Association observed-ia siemonstration in front of the court
protesting the court injunction on the Dhaka siege.

Countrywide 36-hour hartal from tomorrow
Hartal in Rajshahi today
Staff Correspondent

The Awami League-led opposition alliance has cafleduntrywide 36-hour hartal from 6:00am
tomorrow to press home its demands — reforms tadénetaker government system and the
Election Commission, and resignation of the chie€ton commissioner.

The opposition combine will also stage demotising across the country today in protest against
the police action on the opposition activists dgr8unday’s Dhaka siege programme.

The Awami League and its front organisationgeckd half-day hartal in Rajshahi for today in
protest against the police attack on the RajshahiAd. general secretary, AHM Khairuzzaman
Liton, during the seize programme at Savar in Dhaka

The Awami League general secretary, Abdul Jaliélo coordinator of the opposition combine,
announced the fresh programmes of the combinesalihcentral office Sunday afternoon.



‘We will continue agitation if the governmentetonot agree to bring reforms to the caretaker
government provision and the Election Commissiopeaghe opposition proposal,’ he said adding
‘The agitation programmes would continue till theaace government steps down.’

Clashes mark siege programme outside Dhaka
Staff Correspondent

The opposition activists clashed with the policd aandalised a number of vehicles in different
districts centring the ‘Dhaka siege’ programme ondy.

The New Age Sirajganj correspondent reportetlahkeast 10 activists of the opposition 14-party
alliance were injured as the police charged basmksfired rubber bullets.

As part of the Dhaka siege programme, the atsiyput barricade on the western side of Jamuna
Multipurpose Bridge and vandalised five buses add&y and Muhishluti areas.

Seven of the injured were admitted to TarashzZlgpddealth Complex while three others to
Sirajganj Sadar Hospital.

In Munshiganj, at least five activists were maid when the police charged batons and fired
teargas shells during the siege programme. Threesbuere also damaged by the activists.

Road communication between Dhaka and 23 southstmicts remained suspended as the
activists put barricade at the Nimtala bus termomaDhaka-Mawa-Khulna Highway under
Sirajdikhan upazila.

The local leaders and activists of the Awamidiesaled 14-party alliance also demonstrated at
Meghna Bridge spot and cut off road communicatietwieen Dhaka and all the south-eastern
districts.

In Sylhet, traffic on the Dhaka-Sylhet Highwayrained snapped from 10:00am to 2:00pm as the
alliance leaders and activists took position atréilecrossing point in South Surma. They also
brought out a procession led by the city mayor,a@adtddin Ahmed Kamran, also president of the
AL city unit, from the rail crossing area at aba@t30pm, and later held a rally.

In Jessore, two factions of the Awami Leaguesedaeach other at the Nawapara Industrial Area.

In the town, the alliance blocked Jessore-DraaicaJessore-Jhenaidah Roads.

In Barisal, the AL district and city units obged a three-hour road blockade programme in the
city from 9:00am. A rally was held at Amtala withetcity convener, Advocate Shawkat Hossain
Hiron, in the chair.

In Jhalakati, similar programme was observethleyopposition activists at the Jhalakati bus
terminal in the morning.

In Khulna, the alliance activists vandalisetkatt seven vehicles at the Picture Palace crossing
the Khulna city in protest at the police actioniagathem during the siege programme.

The angry activists brought out a processiomftbe Khulna AL office at around 2:00pm and
vandalized a number of vehicles.

Meanwhile, the alliance city unit blocked theWfia-Jessore Highway at the city’s Natunrasta
crossing from 9:00am to 1:00pm and the Khulna-Seaktighway at the Dumuria upazila
headquarters from 11:00am to 12:00pm. Movemenl @Ehicles was suspended then.

In Chittagong, the opposition alliance blockked Dhaka-Chittagong Highway from 11:00am to
1:30pm suspending the vehicular movement.

They also held a rally which was chaired by aityt AL president, MA Mannan. The Chittagong
mayor, ABM Mohiuddin Chowdhury, Enamul Haque, ATNzBm Uddin, Mamataj Uddin,
Monjurul Alam, Chandan Dhar, Moshiur Rahman, Adwecaaul Kabir and MR Azim addressed
the rally.
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36-hour hartal begins today
Staff Correspondent

The Awami League-led opposition alliance callesbartrywide 36-hour hartal from 6:00am today
demanding reforms to the caretaker governmentrsyatel the Election Commission, and
resignation of the chief election commissioner.

AL general secretary Abdul Jalil, also coordimaif the opposition combine, on Sunday
announced the shutdown programme after the ‘Dhiakge’s

Meanwhile, the city unit of the Awami League atsdfront organisations brought out separate
processions on Monday afternoon to drum up sugpothe hartal.

Hartal observed in Rajshahi
Our Correspondent . Rajshahi

A half-day hartal, called by the Rajshahi Awami gea and its front organisations, was peacefully
observed in the city on Monday.

The hartal was called in protest against thepdattack on the city AL general secretary, AHM
Khairuzzaman Liton, during the opposition’s siegegpamme at Savar in Dhaka on Sunday.

Business establishments and educational instisitemained closed during the hartal hours.
Motorised vehicles remained off on the highway, tibaihs ran as usual.

In protest against the attack, the city andridistinits of AL held a rally at Shaheb Bazaar. The
city unit vice-president, Chowdhury Khurshid Bina#, chaired the meeting. It was addressed by
district unit AL general secretary Omar Faruque Wdlloury, and district unit Krishak League
president Rabiul Alam Babu.

A large number of police personnel were deplogtedifferent key points.

http://today.reuters.co.uk/news/newsArticle.aspp@tyworldNews&storylD=2006-06-
13T075050Z_01_SP157443 RTRUKOC_0_UK-BANGLADESH-SKRKXmI

Bangladesh strike turns violent; 60 hurt
Tue Jun 13, 2006 8:51 AM BST

DHAKA (Reuters) - At least 60 people were injuredpitched battles between police and
opposition activists as a two-day strike took hextdoss Bangladesh on Tuesday, police and
witnesses said.

An opposition alliance led by former prime minis&reikh Hasina called the strike to try to force
the government to accept demands for electoratreétnead of next January's parliamentary
election.

The demands include the removal of the electionm@msioner and a say in the caretaker
administration to be appointed to run the countrgaal of the polls.

The clashes erupted in Dhaka, nearby Narayangadmarhern Sirajganj, where police used
batons and tear gas to disperse marching actiwgtsesses said.



The protesters responded by throwing rocks at eolic
Protesters set fire to two vehicles, including geocar, at Dhaka's Chawkbazar area, police said.

More vehicles were damaged in Narayanganj, Siragach southern Chittagong port city,
witnesses told Reuters.

Hundreds of riot police patrolled streets and gadrkiey buildings in the Bangladesh capital,
Dhaka, as the strike took hold.

Ministers and senior officials went to work withawy police escorts and traffic was generally
much lighter than normal.

http://www.newagebd.com/2006/jun/14/front.html#19

Picket-police clashes mark first day of hartal
Staff Correspondent
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A picket walks past a car set on fire at Lalbagibhaka on the first day of the 36-hour hartal,
enforced by the opposition combine led by the Awarague, on Tuesday.
— New Age photo

Clashes between pickets and law enforcers in Daallaelsewhere in the country on Tuesday
marked the first day of a 36-hour hartal (genetréte), sponsored by the Awami League-led
alliance of 14 opposition parties.



At least 50 people were injured in the capii®l as the police charged batons, fired rubberepell
and lobbed teargas canisters to disperse processimenever and wherever there was one. Thirty-
six people were also picked up from different ptafoe picketing.

Several motorised vehicles, including a poliae,wvere set ablaze during the skirmishes.

The alliance called the hartal to press homdataands for changes in the constitutional
provision for caretaker government and the ElecGiommission, and also resignation of the chief
election commissioner, MA Aziz.

The number of motorised vehicles on the roadkercapital city was few and far between but
raid and air communication continued uninterrupted.

Shopping complexes and educational institutivese closed but banks and business
establishments operated with their main entranicegesed down.

The police had virtually laid siege to the Baogiadhu Avenue central office of the Awami
League with barricades since early morning. Badesahad also been put on the roads leading to
the Bangabandhu Avenue area. A few pickets denaiestinside the barricade.

The major incident of violence took place atldaglh where pickets had fought pitched battles
with the police since morning.

The trouble began when the police interceptetidaspersed a number of AL processions. They
chased the pickets and charged batons on thenkirspatashes in Chawkbazar and adjoining
areas.

The police also stormed into restaurants iddhality and beat up people, including some who
were eating. The pickets retaliated with stonesfarmed the police to retreat.

Later, the paramilitary Bangladesh Rifles joirleel police and severely beat up the pickets. The
police also fired rubber bullets to quell the sitoia Former lawmaker of the area Hajji Selim was
confined by the police in his house at Debidas Lane

The pickets torched four trucks and a humandrauked by the police, at old Panghat of
Swarighat.

The Awami League city unit, in a press reledasamed, that at least 60 people had been injured
and 19 picked up by the police from the Lalbaglaare

Juba League activists Nasir, Alamgir and Notantsreceived bullet wounds during the clash at
Lalbagh. Nasir was admitted to a private clinic &atdr shifted to Bangladesh Medical College
Hospital, says the press release.

The pickets vandalised at least five vehiclesluding a police van at Motijheel.

The police dispersed and picked up oppositidiviats when they tried to bring out processions
in Motijheel, Dhanmondi, Russell Square and Mohéldraas.

The police used teargas to disperse brickbatatimg pro-hartal pickets in the Mohakhali area at
about 9:30am.

New Age photographer MA Raquib Khan sufferedrigs during the police-picket clashes. A
stone pelted by the pickets hit Raquib in the feseh He was taken to a nearby private clinic.

At Mirpur, Awami League workers led by Kamal Majdar clashed with the police near the
Section 10 roundabout at about 11:15am. The atdidemaged two vehicles there. The police
arrested Juba League worker Kabir with a bottlpatfol near Purabi Cinema.

The Awami League lawmakers staged demonstratitnont of the Tejgaon College at Farmgate.
The AL lawmakers, who usually bring out processaod gather at Russell Square during hartal,
marched towards the Farmgate crossing from the M&diithis time around, shouting anti-
government slogans. They finally staged a sit-in.



http://www.stuff.co.nz/stuff/0,2106,3699626a12,ath

Bangladesh strike turns violent, 70 hurt
14 June 2006

DHAKA: Clashes between Bangladesh police and oppdisin activists left nearly 70 people
injured and transport and business were largely paalysed, the first day of a two-day strike

for electoral reforms.

An opposition alliance led by former prime minis&reikh Hasina called the strike to try to force
the government to accept demands for electoratreétnead of next January's parliamentary
election.

The demands include the removal of the electionm@sioner and an opposition say in the
caretaker administration to be appointed to rurcthentry ahead of the polls.

While the impoverished country remains divided gwelitical issues, the business community says
it is fed up with repeated shut downs that badigafproduction and exports.

Obaidul Karim, chairman of the Orion Group of inttiess, said: "During hartals (strikes) we are
forced to close our trade and business.

"All my factories and firms have been closed asdeaot want to take any risk of their being
attacked or damaged. On each hartal day, the goswuitiers industrial losses up to 6 billion taka
($85 million)."

The Orion Group does business in textiles, pharotaads, banking, electronics, printing, power
and construction sectors.

The clashes occurred on Tuesday in Dhaka, nearlgybliaganj and northern Sirajganj, where
police used batons and tear gas to disperse mgrabtivists, withesses said.

The protesters responded by throwing rocks at @olic

Protesters set fire to seven vehicles, includipglace car and three goods trucks, in Dhaka and its
suburbs, police said.

More vehicles were damaged in Narayanganj, Siragach southern Chittagong port city,
witnesses told Reuters.

The strikers attacked and damaged two railwayastatin northern Bangladesh disrupting
movement of trains.

Inter-district buses were off the road, but riverries operated with fewer than normal loads,
witnesses said.

Several domestic and international flights wereceflad or delayed, airport officials said.

The country's main Chittagong port remained madthy/with no deliveries of goods, though some
ships were loaded and unloaded, port officials.said

Bangladesh's two stock exchanges in Dhaka andagbitg were closed.



In Dhaka, hundreds of riot police patrolled stresetd guarded key buildings, with paramilitary
troops kept on the stand by.

Ministers and senior officials went to work withawy police escorts and traffic was generally
much lighter than normal.

Fears of fresh violence have gripped the city ofriillion after two days of clashes saw around 300
people injured and hundreds more detained at tie&ewnsl.

Prime Minister Begum Khaleda Zia's five-year teritl @nd in October when the caretaker
administration — appointed by the president in atiaion with the government — will take over
until January's election.

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/articleshow/1884.cms

Bangla cops clash with protesters during strike
[ Tuesday, June 13, 2006 09:06:17 pmAP ]

DHAKA: Riot police used tear gas and batons on @iaggo break up hundreds of opposition
activists trying to march during a general striz@lemand the government's ouster, withesses said.

Police intervened when about 1,000 protesters taedarch into Dhaka's central Mahakhali
district. Several people were injured.

The violence broke out as a 36-hour, anti-goverrirgeneral strike hit Bangladeshi cities and
towns Tuesday. The 14-party opposition alliance g the Awami League party, is demanding
electoral reform and that the government resign.

It also called the strike to protest a police cdakn on their supporters Sunday when anti-
government street demonstrations turned violenteddt 200 people, including several policemen,
were wounded in the clashes on Sunday on Dhakeskidg, withesses and news reports said.

The strike from dawn Tuesday until sundown Wedngsti@at down shops and schools and
disrupted public transportation in Dhaka and mbent60 other cities and towns, private United
News of Bangladesh reported.

In the capital, Dhaka, commuters used mostly tteeyickshaws the strike supporters allowed to
operate. A few state-run buses also operated iardef of the strike.

Bangladesh authorities ordered riot police andrpéitary troops onto the streets to curb violence.
More than 10,000 police were deployed to guard maaals and public buildings in Dhaka, a city
of 10 million people, a police statement said. Gahsgtrikes are a common opposition tactic

http://www.newagebd.com/2006/jun/15/front.html#4

36-hour hartal ends amid sporadic clashes
Staff Correspondent




The non-stop 36-hour countrywide hartal, sponsbrsethe Awami
League-led 14-party opposition, which ended on Vésday was markec
by sporadic incidents of violence at different gisan the capital and
some other places in the country.

About 80 people, including five policemen, wetgired in clashes in
the capital during the hartal on the second dag the law enforcers
picked up more than 100 people in the last two deysharge of
picketing.

The opposition parties called the hartal fro®0&m on Tuesday, demanding reforms to the
caretaker government system and the Election Cosmnisind resignation of the chief election
commissioner for his ‘blatantly partisan’ attitude.

Movement of motorised vehicles was thin on theds and streets of the city on Wednesday, but
was relatively higher than the previous day, th& filay of the 36-hour general strike.

Shopping malls and the educational instituti@mained closed. Work in banks and business
establishments, however, was carried on behinegdldsors. Railway communications were
almost normal.

On the second day of the hartal, the pro-hartdeters fought the police at different placetha
capital including Kamrangirchar and Mohakhali.

At Kamrangirchar at least 70 persons, incluginfice, children and women, were injured in
sporadic clashes between the police and the |@ilp.

The clash erupted before 10:00am when the pah@sted Nur Alam, the vice-president of the
thana unit Awami League, from Bhai Bhai Market.

The businessmen of the market and the locallpgwptested against the arrest and became
locked in an altercation with the police, demandirgrelease, said eye-witnesses.

At one stage, the agitating people swooped empthicemen, prompting them to attack the local
people indiscriminately. The entire area soon tdrin& a battlefield.

The local people attacked the police with stigkd stones when the police fired rubber bullets,
lobbed teargas canisters and charged the peopseiimiinately with batons.

The police also ransacked some business cehireg the clashes.

The condition of four of the injured — Ali HossaKhairuddin, Shipon, Babu — was stated to be
critical.

Later, a huge contingent of policemen went @gpot and conducted extensive search in the
locality and mercilessly beat up the locals, inahgdchildren and women, said eye-witnesses.

The local leaders and activists of the rulingmBalso joined the police in tracing out the AL
leaders and activists. The BNP men dragged out thkeactivists from their houses and beat them
severely before handing them over to the police.

Police also arrested over a dozen locals inolyidome opposition leaders and activists from the
spot. Locals alleged that all the men were detaaretlbbeaten up by the BNP men before the police
took them into custody.

At Mohakhali, the pro-hartal picketers foughbag pitched battle with the police from 9:30am to
1:00pm.

The picketers damaged a number of vehicles@ctied a three-wheeler (Mishuk) during the
clashes.

The police did not allow the opposition to ta&ehe streets and chased them whenever they tried
to bring out a procession.

The police put up barricades to stop a procassithe Awami League lawmakers at Manik Mia
Avenue and attacked lawmaker Tanjim Ahmed SohetyTdiso tore off Sohel's T-shirt but the
lawmakers rescued him from the police.

Protesting against the attacks, the lawmakagesta sit-in demonstration on the road and held a
rally where Shahjahan Khan, Faruk Khan, ShamshbnfRa Sharif and Fazle Karim Chowdhury
addressed the demonstrators, among others.

Later, top police officials arrived at the scemel beg the pardon of the lawmakers for such



unwarranted violence by policemen.

‘The police officer on duty in the area is a datncadre who personally instructed his forces to
attack me,” Sohel told New Age after the attacks.

The AL and its front organisations also hel@dlyrat Russell Square.

AL, allies to besiege EC on June 20
Staff Correspondent

The Awami League-led opposition alliance on Wedagsthnounced a series of agitation
programmes, including railway, road and waterwackade on July 2, to push for its demands.

The alliance leaders at a meeting at the Awasaigue chief's Dhanmondi office announced the
programme as part of its non-stop movement togedtie demands, including reforms of the
caretaker government system and the Election Cosionis

The other programmes included rallies in thatahpity on June 16, countrywide rallies on June
17, mass contact in the capital city during Junel®glaying siege to the Election Commission in
Dhaka and district election offices across the tguon June 20 and countrywide mass contact by
the opposition alliance during June 22-30.

‘We decided to continue the agitation prograntanensure the voting rights of the people and to
strengthen the democratic practice,” the Awami lueagresident, Sheikh Hasina, also leader of
opposition in parliament, told a news briefing aftee meeting.

The schedules of the fresh programmes havefbesh taking into consideration the ongoing
Higher Secondary Certificate examinations, she, saiding that tougher programmes would be
announced later.

‘The BNP observed hartal for 303 days, includighour non-stop hartal, during the five-year
rule of the Awami League, but the AL-led allianceuld consider the sufferings of the poor in
taking up such programmes,’ she said.

Although agitation programmes cause sufferiroggtfe people, they should express solidarity
with the programmes as the programmes will be @lseto ensure their rights, Hasina said.

He urged all to take part in the movement byrgrg temporary sufferings in the greater interest
of the nation.

Senior leaders of the Awami League and itssalilso attended the briefing.

http://www.thedailystar.net/2006/06/15/d6061501 022.

Cops go marauding as 36-hr hartal ends

3 opposition lawmakers assaulted; 150 hurt in clags
Staff Correspondent

2006/06/15

Over 150 people including 20 policemen were injurediolent clashes between police and hartal
supporters in the capital yesterday as the 36-tloutdown enforced by the Awami League (AL)-
led 14-party opposition combine ended at 6:00pm.

The law enforcers also assaulted at least threlwimakers on Manik Mia Avenue as a procession
of over 20 opposition MPs were heading towards lgaten The victims are Ekabbar Hossain,
Tanjim Ahmad Sohel Taj and Mohammad Ali.

The legislators have demanded stern action aghiegiolice personnel responsible for the incident.



Police arrested at least 80 activists of the AL imdllies in the capital on charge of violent
picketing during the shutdown.

Pro-hartal pickets set fire to more than 10 vekieled damaged at least 15 more in the city since
Tuesday midnight.

The opposition combine called the hartal to presadits demands for electoral reforms,
resignation of the chief election commissioner (FBRAd two 'politically appointed' election
commissioners, and to protest 'police atrocitiadpposition leaders and workers during the Dhaka
siege on Sunday.

The countrywide shutdown disrupted normal lifegafing communications and economic and
other activities.

Educational institutions, business establishmenékets, shops and many private offices remained
closed during the hartal.

Motorised vehicles kept off the roads but rickshg@hed as usual in Dhaka and other major cities
and towns. Bus communication between the capildistricts remained suspended while train
and launch services operated normally.

More than 20 AL lawmakers brought out a procesfiom the NAM flat area at about 10:00am
yesterday and started marching towards FarmgalieeRotercepted the procession on Manik Mia
Avenue. As the lawmakers tried to proceed on, paksisted them and this continued for more
than one hour and a half.

At one stage, police assaulted Ekabbar Hossaitaraff T-shirts of Tanjim Ahmad Sohel Taj

and Mohammad Ali. Protesting the police assaudly that on the street and demanded punishment
of the cops involved in the incident. They heldrigtrally demanding immediate implementation

of electoral reforms.

Talking to The Daily Star, Sohel Taj said they wbrdise the issue in parliament. "We will demand
formation of a House body to probe the incidentl emnsequent firing of the police personnel
responsible for this."”

When asked, DMP Assistant Commissioner Mizanur Rahiwho was on the spot, denied the
allegation.

Around 125 people including 20 policemen were iefuin a clash between police and opposition
workers and locals at Kamrangirchar. Officer-in-@®aof Kamrangirchar Police Station Sarwar
Jahan Sarker was among the injured cops.

The clash erupted when police arrested thana unNide President Nur-e-Alam from a local
market. Hundreds of AL workers and locals requeptdite to release him but in vain. Then they
attacked police with sticks and brickbats. Poletaated in the face of the mob attack.

On information, several hundred policemen in rieaigrushed to the spot from different police
stations and charged baton on the mob.

The agitated people built up resistance to polatea piling up sand bags and taking cover behind
that. They continued throwing brickbats at the &viorcers during the nearly two-hour mayhem
that started at 10:30am. Hundreds of women frofemrint houses also pelted stones at police.



Police fired gunshots and rubber bullets and lolibatas shells to disperse the mob. More than
100 opposition workers and locals received minpurés.

Being dispersed, the demonstrators took sheltdiffierent by-lanes and houses and continued
pelting brickbats at police. At one stage, polinéeead the by-lanes and houses while firing rubber
bullets and lobbying teargas shells to end theewice.

Police lobbed more than 100 teargas shells blamikétie area with toxic smoke.

Later, about 200 ruling BNP men rushed to the gpoted police and chased the AL workers. The
ruling party men caught many of them and handed twvthe law enforcers.

The BNP loyalists took control of the area and lidwut a procession.

The mob set afire a three-wheeler and a rickshalvdamaged two pick- up vans, protesting the
police action.

Kamrangirchar police said they arrested 11 peopleharges of obstructing their duties and violent
picketing. Lalbagh police also arrested eight pedpt picketing and damaging vehicles.

Some 10 people including journalist Rafiqur RahrRaku of the Amar Desh were injured in a
clash between police and pickets near Governmeairilii College at Mohakhali. The clash broke
out as police intercepted an opposition procedsidri4-party leaders Tofail Ahmed, Dilip Barua
and Syed Zafar Sazzad.

The activists set afire to a three-wheeler and dgahabout 10 vehicles. Police charged baton and
lobbed teargas shells to disperse them.

Being dispersed, the picketers took shelter aehfit by-lanes and continued pelting brickbats at
police for more than one and half-hour.

Police intercepted a procession led by AL lawmaksaduzzaman Noor near Shapla Chattar at
Motijheel. As the opposition men pelted brickbaislice clubbed and chased them. At least five
persons including a police official were injure@liPe picked up three persons.

The AL central office on Bangabandhu Avenue ancatlijacent areas including Noor Hossain
Square were virtually under police siege since Mgnaiidnight as the law enforcers put barbed
wire fences on the roads.

A procession led by Motia Chowdhury was intercepiggbolice at different points while it was
coming towards the AL central office.

Opposition loyalists held a brief rally on Bangattan Avenue under police vigilance.

Police also cordoned off the Jatiya Samajtantrik(D&D) office after dispersing a party procession
at about 7:30am near it.

Around 7,000 police, Rab and BDR were deployedhendapital to avert untoward incidents.

CHITTAGONG
Our Chittagong office reports: The hartal passdgedcefully in the port city yesterday.



Educational institutions, many business establistisnend commercial houses remained closed.

Delivery of goods to and from Chittagong port remea suspended but activities inside the port
continued normally.

Government offices remained open while bank traimas and activities in some private offices
also started in the afternoon.

Train service and Biman flights operated as usndllang distance vehicles started plying in the
afternoon.

Barisal
Stray incidents of violence marked the oppositiatied hartal, leaving at least 30 people injured in
the district yesterday.

Supporters and opponents of the hartal broughseperate processions at Babuganj upazila
headquarters that led to clashes between the tles.si

The incident left around activists of the ruling Bldnd opposition parties. As police resorted to
baton charge to bring the situation under confiad, of them including a sub-inspector were
einjured.

Tension was mounting in the area and security tegpsd up.

Meawhile, Barisal City AL Convener Showkat Hossiiron alleged that Police and BNP cadres
had earlier raided houses of AL leaders and workedsthreatened them not to take active part in
the shutdown.

Police patrolled the city roads to avert untowarcdents.

http://www.hindustantimes.com/news/7598_1724142500020001.htm

100 injured in Opposition campaign for poll reforms
Press Trust of India
Dhaka, June 20, 2006|17:31 IST

Over 100 people, including policemen, were on Tagsdjured when Bangladesh police fired
rubber bullets and tear gas at stone-throwing dpposactivists trying to take out a march in the
capital Dhaka to press for electoral reforms.

Witnesses said two spots in Dhaka turned into teliatd as activists and police fought pitched
battles.

The police was trying to prevent activists of tidepiarty opposition alliance led by opposition
leader and former Premier Sheikh Hasina Wajed taking out a march to the election chief's
office.

Major clashes were reported from Agargaon areaedo the poll chief's office, and in Dhanmandi
area where the house of the main opposition leadecated.



Police used rubber bullets, tear gas and batodsperse the stone-throwing activists in pitched
battles that also spread into alleys of Dhanmaesldential area, withesses said.

The incidents left at least 50 people, includinggeoand activists injured while the rest were
injured in clashes in two other Bangladesh disrict

Police were deployed at three points of the citgrelthe opposition is set to assemble before
marching on to their destination.

Election offices in 64 districts of the country wdalso come under the opposition action.

Hasina's main opposition Awami League-led 14-paliigince is camapigning for electoral reforms
and resignation of the Chief Election Commissiahestice MA Aziz.

http://cnews.canoe.ca/CNEWS/World/2006/06/20/pf2988.html

June 20, 2006

Bangladesh police clash with protesters
By JULHAS ALAM

DHAKA, Bangladesh (AP) - Riot police used batond &ear gas Tuesday against thousands of
stone-throwing protesters who tried to march in@adesh'’s capital to press for election reforms
and the resignation of the country's top electifficials.

The clashes came when demonstrators tried to ovéatbed-wire police barricades around the
Election Commission headquarters in northern Dha&egrding to local newspaper reporter
Shariful Islam.

Associated Press reporters on the scene estinteszlwere about 7,000 protesters.

Police put up the barricades after a 14-party ojfipasalliance asked its supporters to converge on
the commission's heavily guarded office, a politeial said. Several people were injured, the
official said on condition of anonymity due to myli

Senior opposition leader Mohammad Nasim, who is albrmer home minister, alleged that
police with batons charged into his Dhaka residexftsxr some supporters took shelter there during
the clash.

Police said they had to enter his home becausgrtitesters had started throwing stones at them.

Authorities deployed more than 6,000 security feraeho closed roads around the election office.
The closures and violence caused huge traffic smaparts of the city of 10 million.

Clashes were also reported in the central Bangtadgsof Mymensingh, and in southern Bagerhat
district, TV channel ATN Bangla reported. It saionma than 50 people were injured in those places.

The alliance accuses Chief Election Commissioné.Mziz and his two deputies of being loyal to
Prime Minister Khaleda Zia's government, and ahigyto help ensure its victory in the next
election, due in January 2007.



It alleges the commission compiled a new electaiathat excludes many known opposition
supporters as voters.

Aziz has denied the allegations and vowed to ma&eolls free and fair.

"We are an independent constitutional body. We ltaken a vow to remain neutral and we shall
remain so," Aziz told reporters Monday.

The opposition has held a series of strikes amgsprotests in recent months, trying to forcesZia'
resignation and demanding an early election asaga#llection commission reforms.

Zia has vowed to stay in power until her five-ygam expires in October, when she is
constitutionally required to hand over power tceaitnal caretaker administration that will supervise
the polls.

The opposition alliance has vowed to boycott tleet@n unless it gets a role in the appointment of
the caretaker administration and election officials

http://www.fibre2fashion.com/news/apparel-news/réstails.aspx?news_id=18677

Bangladesh : RMG workers again on rampage
June 20, 2006

At an industrial belt at Dhaka Export Processing&at Savar, about 35 km from Dhaka city,
nearly 100 workers of garment industry and 10 gofien were injured on Sunday last, in a series
of clashes.

Workers of four closed factories in DEPZ staged olestrations in front of the factories on finding
their factory-gates locked.

They prodded nearby factory workers to join therhtba later with the police appearing on the
scene and a clash with the former group, culminetedriot like situation.

Policemen later charged batons on the rioting wsrked drove them out of the boundaries of the
high-security zone.

Similar situation arose at the new EPZ zone.

Later, the workers banded together on the Nabinkghakoir road and started damaging over 50
cars and blocked traffic on the busy road for threers.

Policemen had to charge baton and fire teargatsdbalisperse the protesters.
At least 10 policemen were injured in the clastetha workers threw brickbats on them.

Demanding better wages, payment of salary arrewt®ther benefits the textile workers near
Dhaka have been setting several factories on fidehave damaged over 250 others.



http://www.latribune.fr/News/News.nsf/AlIBylD/Deumorts-dans-une-manifestation-en-faveur-de-la-reésrm
electorale-au-Bangladesh-~-AP-BANGLADESH-OPPOSITHIRNIFESTATION?OpenDocument

Dépéche recue le 02/07/06 a 13:02
Deux morts dans une manifestation en faveur de l&&forme électorale au
Bangladesh

De violents affrontements entre police anti-émeatdanceurs de pierres au cours d'une
manifestation pour la réforme électorale ont faiiximorts dimanche au Bangladesh, un policier et
un manifestant, selon la police.

Les partisans de l'opposition étaient descendus ldamie a Dacca et dans une dizaine d'autres
villes pour réclamer des réformes et la démissmnedponsables électoraux. La police a riposté a
coups de gaza lacrymogenes a la foule qui lui iadea briques et détruisait les autobus.

A Dacca, un manifestant est mort, frappé par utetidu de grenade lacrymogene selon des
témoins, ce que la police n'a pas confirmé, évagagpossibilité d'une crise cardiaque. Le policier
est mort des suites de blessures infligées pgetiede pierre.

Des dizaines de personnes ont été arrétées, aletogposition a appelé ses partisans a blogaer le
transports en commun, y compris les trains et $esoy les rivieres, pour réclamer des réformes
avant les élections générales de janvier 200exigent aussi la démission du patron de la
Commission électorale et de ses deux adjointds@ccusent d'étre a la solde du Premier ministre
Khaleda Zia et de tout mettre en oeuvre pour garsatvictoire lors du prochain scrutin.

L'alliance de l'opposition affirme aussi que la coission a concocté des listes électorales avec de
faux électeurs et excluant nombre de partisansusda |'opposition.

Malgré les nombreuses manifestations de ces demmieis réclamant son départ et des élections
anticipées, Khaleda Zia s'est jurée de terminemsamdat de cinq ans. AP

http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/south_asia/5138120.stm
Two killed in Bangladeshi protest
Last Updated: Sunday, 2 July 2006, 10:56 GMT 11:56 UK

Two people have been killed and dozens injuredashes in Bangladesh between police and
opposition supporters demanding electoral reform.
A protester and a police officer died in the viaenn the capital Dhaka and a nearby town.

The opposition Awami League had called on suppst@blockade transport links to press for
electoral changes.

Millions of people are reported to have been stednaks trains, buses and ferries failed to operate.
Riot police used batons and tear gas shells ttelstine-throwing demonstrators during the unrest.

The Awami League said the protester died afterdbinby a tear gas shell in Dhaka, but police
said he may have died of a heart attack, the AasmtPress new agency reports.

Outside Dhaka, a policeman was killed after beielgepl with stones in the town of Sonargaon.



http://www.bangkokpost.com/breaking_news/breakinggiphp?id=106565

2 dead in Bangladesh political violence
Bangkok Post, Thailand - Jul 3, 2006.

Dhaka (dpa) - A six-hour blockade of Dhaka enforbbgdhe opposition Sunday, isolating
Bangladesh's capital city from the rest of the ¢gunvas marked by escalating violence which left
two people, including a policeman, dead, withessés.

Thousands of opposition leaders, activists, lawgers other professional groups joined to set up
barricades on highways and key rail links to maqanessure on the ruling Nationalist-Islamist
coalition to accept reforms in the caretaker gonent and the Election Commission for purposes
of holding fair elections.

A 14-party opposition combine called the blockad#ieg off also approaches by river ferries to
the bustling metropolis of over eight million resmds.

Witnesses said an opposition activist was shot dgablice in Dhaka's semi-industrial zone of
Mahakhali where security forces opened fire on destrators attacking transports and forcing
shops and other businesses to close.

A policeman was killed after he was hit by stonekqal at security forces by protesters in
Sonargaon district on the outskirts of Dhaka.

Opposition sources claimed more than 200 people wgured in the street violence that rocked the
capital. They also claimed about 500 activists wetmded up by police since late Saturday.

The opposition, led by the Awami League of formearpier Sheikh Hasina, is also demanding the
resignation of Chief Election Commissioner M A Azaiad the reconstitution of the three-member
Election Commission for its controversial role e tpreparation of voter rolls.

The governing coalition of Prime Minister Khaledia Bas so far refused to hold talks with the
opposition on the reform proposals ahead of Jan2@@y parliamentary polls.

The blockade was clamped from 9 a.m. (0300 GMT igdight security in the capital with the
authorities deploying nearly 8,000 additional patéany border troops and police in riot gear to
keep order during the opposition's latest anti-gowveent protests.

The blockade also affected life and businessdsermtincipal port of Chittagong in southern
Bangladesh.

http://english.people.com.@00607/03rint20060703_279359.html
2 killed, 300 injured in Bangladesh during oppositn's blockade program

Two people were killed and over 300 people woundeatlashes between the police and opposition
activists in the capital and elsewhere in Banglaaksing a countrywide opposition-sponsored
road-rail-waterway blockade Sunday.

According to private news agency UNB, an oppositianker Golam Mostafa Milan died during a
clash with police at about 10:30 a.m.(04:30 GMThe capital Dhaka.



His party sources claimed he succumbed to his rdbliéet wounds, as police fired a barrage of
teargas shells and rubber bullets at differentgddo contain violence.

Police Sub-Inspector Abul Bashar, who sufferedoserhead injuries from brickbats, died in
Narayanganj district, about 20 km southeast of @hak

Abul Bashar suffered the injuries during massiaslees between police and opposition workers on
the Dhaka-Chittagong highway on the outskirts oakd

The Awami League-led 14-party opposition combinfered the countrywide siege to the road,
rail and water routes to press their demand farnefof the caretaker government and the election
commission for ensuring a fair election at the upw polls.

The six-hour blockade, enforced across the codrdng 9 a.m.( 03:00 GMT), also demanded
resignation of the three-member election commiskiEaded by Chief Election Commissioner
Justice MA Aziz for his controversial role, espdlgian preparing a new voter list.

In Dhaka city, police and opposition activists fotigitched battles at different areas from 10 a.m.
(04:00 GMT). The activists damaged a number ofipgsgehicles and hurled brickbat missiles at
police during the sporadic clashes.

The blockade cut off road-rail networks acrossdbentry.

A Railway official was quoted as saying that treaaommunications in different regions were
disrupted as the activists put up barricades &treift stations.

Most schools, shops, business centers and priffatesoin the capital were closed and the situation
gave the look of a hartal. Traffic movement in tagital was also disrupted as most buses trucks
and private cars went off the streets fearing timub

The authorities deployed more than 6,000 riot goleamed battalion and Bangladesh Rifle
personnel to maintain order during the oppositimgpam.

Source: Xinhua

http://www.theherald.co.uk/news/65194-print.shtml

Thousands clash with police in political protests
FARID HOSSAIN, Dhaka
July 03 2006

RIOT police clashed with thousands of demonstratoBangladesh yesterday, leaving a protester
and a police officer dead.

Violence broke out in the capital Dhaka and a ng&otvn after opposition party supporters took to
the streets to demand electoral reforms and thgna&tson of officials.

Police used batons and tear gas shells to batttes mho threw bricks and smashed commuter
vehicles.

A protester died when he was hit by a tear gad shBlhaka's Mahakhali district.

At Sonargaon town, 20 miles east of Dhaka, a pdaftieer died from head injuries after he was
pelted with bricks thrown from a crowd of 5000 msters. Clashes were reported in a dozen other
towns.



Police detained dozens of protesters.

The opposition alliance has urged its supportelddok nationwide public transportation, including
trains and river ferries in the delta nation.

Protesters squatted on railroads to stop traisseweral districts. Long-distance buses also stapped
The opposition alliance, led by former Prime MiersBheikh Hasina, has been pressing for the
ouster of the Chief Election Commissioner MA Azimahis two aides, and for reforms ahead of the
general election, due in January 2007.

The alliance accuses election officials of beingaldo Prime Minister Khaleda Zia's government,
and of trying to help ensure its victory in the tpalls.

The alliance also alleges that the commission clad@in electoral roll that contains fake voters
and excludes many known opposition supporters. Aaizthe government have denied the
allegations.

Opposition parties plan a nationwide strike tomarto press their demands.

Zia has vowed to stay in power until her five-ygam expires in October, when she is
constitutionally required to hand over to a neuteaketaker administration that will supervise the
polls.—AP

http://www.liberation.fr/actualite/economie/19762R.php
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Atelier de couture au Bengladesh. REUTERS

lls sont des millions a travers le monde a étre elgités, mais les premiers signes de
craguement apparaissent. Reportage au Bangladeshr&s les émeutes de juin.

Par Pierre PRAKASH

QUOTIDIEN : Mardi 8 aolt 2006 - 06:00
Dacca envoyé spécial

Pour rencontrer les dizaines de milliers d'ouvrdgrgextile de la capitale bangladaise, il faut se
rendre, la nuit, dans les bidonvilles insalubres gleartiers nord. Avant neuf, voire dix heures du
soir, la plupart sont en effet a l'usine, commeéamoignent les centaines de facades illuminées a
travers la ville des batiments pour beaucoup @&oatles machines a coudre s'alignent par
milliers, sur plusieurs étagesle travaille au minimum douze heures par joursgamais toucher



toutes les heures supplémentairessglique ainsi Salma, 18 ans, qui habite un lallyeire
cabanon en briquegQue faire ? Si on proteste, on est viré, or malfame peut pas se passer de
mon salaire, et je ne trouverai jamais un autre

Les chaussures de Zidane

Tel est le sort des 2 millions d'ouvriers bangladsnployés dans la confection, véritable poumon
économique puisqu'il représente les trois quarsegportations (5 milliards d'euros en 2005). De
Gap a H & M en passant par Wal-Mart, Zara ou enblike et Reebok, toutes les grandes marques
occidentales se fournissent au Bangladesh, I'upagsles plus pauvres du monde. En juin dernier,
la révolte de ces ouvriers a rappelé, s'il en B&sbin, les dures conditions de travail de ces
sweatshopg«ateliers de la sueur»). Et si c'est dans ce gagda rébellion a été la plus massive, il
ne se passe pas une semaine sans que des ON@alergiges éruptions de colére, de I'Indonésie
au Nicaragua en passant par le Sri Lanka. Fireju#in Chine, a Dongguan, un millier d'ouvriers
d'une usine de jouets travaillant notamment poudd@ld's ont violemment affronté les forces de
I'ordre pour obtenir, selon China Labor Watch, ObiSée a New York, de meilleurs salaires. Tout
cela au péril de leur emploi et parfois de leur vie

Selon un rapport d'Oxfam, publié en mai, la plugad ouvriers travaillant pour de grandes
marques de sport ont été virés ou menaces de gasddarsqu'ils ont voulu mettre en place des
organisations syndicales. Ce fut le cas chez Phnbeatreprise indonésienne ou Adidas fait
fabriquer les chaussures Predator, précisememisaglie portaient Zinédine Zidane ou David
Beckham pendant le Mondial. Aujourd'hui, Oxfam atkel'Adidas qu'il intervienne aupres de son
fournisseur pour la réintégration des 33 leadenslispux. De fait, les multinationales sont de plus
en plus sollicitées pour influer sur les conditiolestravail desweatshopsLes audits sociaux
gu'elles ménent désormais (lire page 4) y contribudais l'intérét des marques ne rejoint pas
toujours celui des populations qui sous-traitdiatojectif n'est-il pas de faire fabriquer au nesiit

codt ?

Attaques d'usines

Le Bangladesh est un cas d'espéce. Le pays neifpgoeupeu de tissu, ce qui augmente les codts
de production puisqu'il faut I'importer. Mais lel¢a@lu travail y est si peu cher que I'opératioteres
rentable. A 930 takas (moins de 10,50 euros), le dans le textile n'a pas été réévalué depuis
1994. Or, entretemps, le codt de la vie a considiénaent augmenté, si bien que les ouvriers,
souvent des paysans venus en ville, vivent dansnisere absoluesNous ne mangeons plus

jamais de viande ou de poisson, juste des léguhtksréz»,se lamente Shahina, devant les rangées
de cabanes en tble ou s'entassent des milliergri#maide la zone industrielle de Sarvar, a une
heure de la capitale.

Apres s'étre longtemps résignés, les ouvriers ant @ini par se rebeller. Partie le 22 mai d'une
entreprise de la région de Sarvar, la contestatast propagée comme une trainée de poudre
jusqu'a la capitale, des milliers d'ouvriers ensagféaquant les usines a coups de pierres. Apgs un
légere accalmie, de nouveaux troubles ont éclaté ldazone franche de Dacca, début juin,
obligeant toutes les unités a fermer pres d'unesEmUn mort, des centaines de blessés et des
dizaines d'usines endommageées pour que les drottanhil les plus basiques s'appliquent enfin &
ceux qui, de l'autre c6té de la planete, fabrigpent un salaire de misere les vétements destinés a
Nnos centres commerciaux...

Fin juin, un accord a été signé entre patronatlisgts et gouvernement, pour que la législation du
travail soit enfin respectée. Entré en vigueur d@lillet, il ne concerne paradoxalement que des
droits déja prévus non seulement par la Iégislatationale, mais aussi par diverses conventions du
Bureau international du travail que Dacca a ra#iéA I'exception de quelques grosses entreprises,
ils n'ont jamais été appliqués.

L'an dernier, des centaines d'employés sont marts des incendies d'usine, parfois parce qu'il n'y
avait pas d'issue de secours, ou parce qu'ilséemgermeés a l'intérieur.

«Comme des esclaves»



Sous la pression de leurs clients occidentauxaices entreprises traitent mieux leurs employeés.
Mais, dans la grande majorité des cas, le congddmehdaire n'existe toujours pas, le congé
maternité non plus, et ceux qui tentent de se gyadisont systématiquement renvoyés. Les
maltraitances verbales, voire physiques, sont eoesaprobléme qui, selon les ouvriers, est moins
lié aux propriétaires qu'au staff intermédiaitits sont traités comme des esclasuse Abu
Hussein, de I'Alliance nationale pour la protectil@s ouvriers et de l'industrie du véteme@ati.ce

gue c'est une industrie jeune, et que nous avdaseaf une premiere génération d'entrepreneurs
gui n'a aucune conscience sociale. Et parce queuesers sont eux aussi une premiere génération
et n‘'ont aucune conscience de leurs droi&ans compter que 80 % des effectifs sont des femmes
«Nous ne savions pas»

«Les clients ne s'intéressent qu'aux paiccuse Nazma Akter, présidente du SGSF, l'un des
nombreux syndicats du sectekt.le gouvernement a toujours fermé les yeux, dyaneparce que

les exportations de vétements représentent la gremsoburce de devises étrangeres, et d'autre part
parce que beaucoup de nos politiques sont direciehés a ce secteur.» «Le textile reléve du
secteur privé, nous ne savions pas ce qui ce padzas les usines avant les émeutemste
d'argumenter le ministre du Commerce, Hafiz UddmmAd, tout en concédant que les salaires
actuels sonkbien trop bas».

Une commission tripartite doit ainsi rehaussel d'ila fin du mois le salaire minimum. Les
syndicats réclament qu'il soit fixé & 3 000 talkk& g0 euros) par mois, mais les patrons affirment
déja que c'estimpossible». «Si nous acceptons ne serait-ce @0 2akas (22,50 euros), la

moitié des usines fermeront leurs portesffirme ainsi Tipu Munshi, président de I'Asso@atides
fabricants et exportateurs de vétements du Bangjtadgii fédere quelque 3 000 entreprises du
secteur«Et les clients devront accepter qu'elle soit ertipaépercutée sur les prix, sinon nous ne
survivrons pas.selon lui, les salaires représentent en et a 60 %>du colt de production.
Selon des estimations indépendantes, il se situ@rdait entre 5 et 10 %.

«lls sont moins agressifs»

Habitués aux manipulations, les syndicats restariefois dans I'expectative avant de crier victoire
au sujet de la mise en place des réformes, notatroeke touchant a I'autorisation de la présence
syndicale dans les usines. Des accords similaitesroeffet déja été signés par le passé sans étre
honorés«La différence, cette fois-ci, est que la pressi@st pas venue des syndicats, mais des
ouvriers eux-mémessouligne Nazma Akter.

La violence des émeutes semble en effet avoir gattons et autorités de leur torpeur. A Dacca
comme dans la zone industrielle de Sarvar, la plufes ouvriers affirment que depuis, l'attitude du
management a changdls sont moins agressifs, les heures supplémeastaiont payees
normalement et nous avons maintenant droit & ungeucongé par semainetémoigne ainsi

Priya, couturiere de 26 ans, qui n'en revient taggas d'étre payée pour une journée non
travaillée.

http://www.liberation.fr/actualite/economie/19762R.php
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Des syndicats inefficaces et désunis

Par Pierre PRAKASH
QUOTIDIEN : Mardi 8 ao(t 2006 - 06:00

Si les ouvriers bangladais du textile sont si raa$) c'est certes en raison des abus du patronat,
mais aussi, en bonne partie, parce que les sysdjcasont censés les représenter sont d'une
inefficacité redoutable conséquence de l'affdiataux partis politiques, mais aussi de I'ambition
personnelle des leaders. Prés d'une quarantamgaudisations différentes se disputent en effet la
représentation de ce secteur fort de 2 millionsidleyés. Résultat : les leaders passent plus de
temps a se battre entre eux plutdt que pour léhtdes ouvriers. Bizarrement, la grande majorité



des syndicalistes ne sont pas issus de l'indusirieernée et n‘ont donc jamais travaillé dans une
usine. A leur décharge, ce manque de liens avieada tient aussi au fait que les leaders syndicaux
ne sont pas tolérés dans les usines et travailtamnt exclusivement de I'extérieur. Ce qui n'excuse
pas le fait qu'un bon nombre d'entre eux sont ogoies, situation qui, au-dela du probléme éthique,
facilite grandement le jeu des organisations pates; qui, elles, sont par contre tres soudées.

http://www.liberation.fr/actualite/economie/1976ER.php
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Des sous-traitants sous surveillance
En Inde, les multinationales multiplient les auditssociaux sur les conditions de travalil.

Par Pierre PRAKASH
QUOTIDIEN : Mardi 8 aolt 2006 - 06:00
New Delhi de notre correspondant

Au-dela des discours sur I'éthique, comment legjoes occidentales s'y prennent-elles pour
vérifier ce qui se passe chez leurs fournisselissitie bout du monde ? En Inde, par exemple ?
Comment s'assurer que les employés n'y sont péaitéspl'environnement saccagé ? Depuis
guelques années, la plupart des marques de laggdistdbution multiplient les «audits sociaux,
des inspections plus ou moins régulieres qui viaes¥assurer que leurs sous-traitants respectent, a
minimum, les conventions du Bureau internationatreuail. «<Désormais, la plupart de nos clients
réclament ces audits, soit par réelle inquiétuadet gar peur d'étre montrés du doigeffirme

Aristide Samuel de Find Agencies, centrale d'abhaée a New Delhi qui fournit des clients
comme les Galeries Lafayette, Casino ou la Blamdrée. Face a la demande, I'entreprise a
d'ailleurs monté sa cellule d'inspection.

Présence de mineursDans la majorité des cas, les multinationalesrg'erettent cependant a un
intermédiaire spécialis&€Nous sommes un parti tiers, sans intérét d'un code I'autre» explique
Claude Lanouhe, directeur régional du groupe S@®@éno 1 mondial de la certification, qui
effectue en Inde les audits sociauxqius d'une centaine d'entreprises étrangéres.dNexpertise
mondiale fait de nous une valeur sdre, et nous s\l@mcapacités de travailler partout dans la
langue locale, ce que le client, lui, ne peut aeh. «Nous faisons en moyenne 30 a 40 audits
sociaux par moigprécise Mayank Kaushik, qui dirige I'équipe d'uiregtaine d'inspecteurs formes
a I'étrangerlLes critéres pour chaque inspection varient, cara différentes normes selon les pays,
les secteurs, voire les client$S&S gere notamment les inspections des membreskae ération

des entreprises du commerce et de la distribujoivegroupe tous les grands noms du secteur,
lesquels ont créé une norme spécifique, I'Initeatiause sociale (ICS).

Présence de mineurs, travail forcé, hygiene etrgému encore salaire, horaires de travail ettdroi
syndicaux, tout est passé au crible par les empldgéSGS, qui ont l'autorisation de discuter en
aparté avec les ouvriers. Afin de les mettre eri@ooe, les auditeurs ont pour consigne de ne pas
venir trop bien habillés, et la présence d'uneanBpre est obligatoire quand l'usine emploie du
personnel féminin. En cas d'entorse, SGS suggéptanrd'action a l'entreprise, qui bénéficie d'un
délai pour obtempérer.

Pour les clients, ce procédé permet d'avoir la@ense tranquillex100 % de nos usines sont
inspectées, au maximum tous les deux anglique Alexis de Villepin, directeur en Inde ae |
filiale de Carrefour chargée de I'approvisionnemeNbus n'avons pas trop de mauvaises
surprises, car la majorité de nos 70 fournisseadiens travaillent pour d'autres marques
internationales, et se sont donc déja alignés s rtbrmes proches de I'lC$aursuit-il.
Contrairement a d'autres normes, les inspectioBssiihit toutefois annoncées a l'avance, ce qui
pourrait laisser le temps a l'usine de faire plastte.«Ce n'est pas qu'une inspection visuelle, nous



épluchons les fichiers de I'entreprise et parlomeaement avec les ouvriers. Il est tres difficle
nous cacher quoi que ce soigssure Mayank Kaushik.

Reste cependant les risques de corruption. Coméuensir qu'un inspecteur indien, payé entre
300 et 400 euros par mois, ne va pas acceptertethepan pour fermer les yeux sur telle ou telle
pratique illégale «C'est effectivement un risquencede Claude LanouHenous est déja arrivé

de nous séparer d'un employé pour de tels motiigss Rbus avons aujourd'hui mis en place un
maillage tres difficile a percer.A I'embauche, les inspecteurs commencent ainsigaer un

«code d'intégrité», tandis que la rotation évitédgjne développent des relations de copinage. lls
font aussi I'objet d'audits internes, voire d'irdfmns surprises pendant qu'ils sont eux-mémes en
train de visiter une usine.

Heures supplémentairesSi le systeme n'est pas efficace a 100 %, soméugidit prouvée. Mais
tous les secteurs ne font pas les mémes effortss Dabillement, I'une des plus importantes
exportations indiennes, la mobilisation est lo&trd' totale«Il y a eu un Iéger réveil il y a deux
ans, mais aujourd’'hui ¢ca se rendorgffirme Mylene Wilks de Partners Agency, un agemtite

qui gére les productions indiennes de marques éarmes telles que Mango, Promod ou Okaidi.
«A l'exception des marques pour enfants, qui slustimpliquées, la grande majorité des clients ne
posent aucune question sur les conditions de trahaiz leurs fournisseursajoute un autre agent
textile sous couvert d'anonymat. Parfois parcecggsemarques inspectent elles-mémes les usines
avec l'inconvénient de ne pas pouvoir interrogeolevriers directement, barriére linguistique
oblige , parfois parce qu'elles s'en remettent iens comme SGS, mais aussi, parfois, parce
gu'elles ne s'en soucient pa€ertains clients, notamment les plus petits,defit des audits
sociauy, ils ne s'intéressent qu'aux prix, a lalg@aet aux délais de livraisonayoue ainsi

Aristide Samuel. Ekceux qui font des efforts ne sont pas pour ayiggts a payer les produits

plus cherajoute Mylene WilksD'ailleurs, un fournisseur qui joue le jeu des dasdiociaux n'est
pas sUr de remporter la commande pour autant. Rayrfe client opte au final pour le fournisseur
le moins cher, sans tenir compte des efforts faitsun autre».

L'utilité des audits sociaux est cependant incdabds. En Inde, la plupart des violations ne
concernent plus que les heures supplémentairess&xes ou pas assez payées et des problemes
mineurs d'hygiene, de sécurité ou de formation.Mi@sations les plus graves, comme le travail des
enfants ou le travail forcé, ont été en grandagaradiquées. Du moins dans les usines qui
travaillent pour I'export.

http://english.aljazeera.net/NR/exeres/07D198EE-BA25A-AE08-D7D2D2043F66.htm

Clashes at Bangladesh reform protest
Wednesday 06 September 2006, 12:58 Makka Time, GNd8

Riot police in the Bangladeshi capital, Dhaka, havéred tear
gas on stone-throwing protesters trying to march orthe
election commission office to demand electoral refms.
Several people were reportedly injured in the @ash Dhaka's
Dhanmandi district.

Violence erupted after 5,000 protesters tried terauwn barbed-
wire barricades that police had erected blocks dway the
election commission office.

Dhaka has been hit by weeks of
The protesters took to the streets defying a banpblice opposition protests (File)

imposed on any gathering in the area.



Tofayel Ahmed, an opposition spokesman, saiddliisdemocratic right to stage such protests.
Police can't stop us."”

Police detained more than 20 protesters, a sealffityal said.

Nearly 7,000 security forces were deployed arotmedetection commission to enforce the ban and
prevent protesters from laying siege to the office.

In recent months, opposition supporters have stagaties of anti-government strikes and street
protests in Bangladesh, many of which ended irewvibtlashes with security forces.

Fraud allegations

The protest was called by Sheikh Hasina, the ofipadeader who has threatened to boycott
general elections scheduled for January unlessmefare undertaken.

Hasina's Awami League party and its 13 smalleesliave planned a series of protests this month
against Khaleda Zia, the prime minister, to pras# tdemands, including Wednesday's plan to
seize the election commission.

Zia's five-year term expires next month and a nartypcaretaker government is to take over to
hold elections in 90 days.

But the alliance accuses the MA Aziz, the chieteten commissioner, of favouring Zia's
government.

It also says the commission included fake voteis i@cently compiled electoral roll. Aziz and the
government have denied the allegations.

The opposition alliance also wants a role in apignthe chief of the caretaker government.
The post usually goes to the immediate past chsige of the country, but the opposition says he

is unacceptable because he was a member of Ziagldgkesh Nationalist party before being
appointed chief justice.

http://www.thedailystar.net/2006/09/07/d6090701 1.
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Police go wild to thwart EC siege attempt

100 hurt as they club opposition MPs, leadersicatly injured Saber may be taken abroad
Hasan Jahid Tusher

Riot police indiscriminately clubbed senior oppmsitleaders, lawmakers and the activists of
Awami League (AL)-led 14-party opposition coalititmthwart their attempt to lay siege to the
Election Commission (EC) Secretariat in the capitgterday, injuring around 100 including Saber
Hossain Chowdhury.



Every single attempt by the opposition leadersasitlists to approach the vicinity of the EC
Secretariat was met by police firing teargas slaits charging batons indiscriminately that left
Leader of the Opposition Sheikh Hasina's Polit®atretary Saber Hossain Chowdhury critically
injured.

A road march of a newly formed opposition allianéeseveral political parties, National Unity
Front (NUF), towards the EC Secretariat, was aisercepted by police near Bangla Motor
intersection where leaders of the alliance annadiacgeven-day ultimatum to CEC MA Aziz and
three other election commissioners to resign frioeir {posts.

The 14-party coalition yesterday announced a cgwndie dawn to dusk hartal scheduled for
Sunday and countrywide demonstrations today piliatgte police atrocities.

As several thousand opposition activists reachgoliae barricade on Mirpur Road near Road No
27 intersection in Dhanmondi and tried to defydgbgernment's ban on any gathering near the EC
Secretariat area yesterday, the law enforcerd allsodden began clubbing the marchers
indiscriminately although State Minister For Hom#aks Lutfozzaman Babar on Tuesday had
asked the law enforcers and the opposition toaesthemselves. Saber, also an organising
secretary of AL, had been admitted to Bangladestidaé College Hospital first, where doctors
declared his condition as critical, but later wiated to Apollo Hospital. AL sources said he might
be taken abroad soon for better treatment.

The 14-party coalition announced last Friday a @ogne of laying sieges to the EC Secretariat
and election offices across the country to compeBNP-Jamaat-led four-party alliance
government to accept the proposed reforms to thiesyof caretaker government and the EC. But
the government on Monday imposed a ban on all kidgtherings and rallies in the areas
adjacent to the EC Secretariat in a bid to thwaetgrogramme. No untoward incident however
took place in other areas of the country whereofiy@sition laid sieges to district election offices
Other senior opposition leaders including Shajakiaan MP, former lawmakers Haji Mohammad
Selim, and AL leader Sheikh Bazlur Rahman were iaiswed during the police attacks in the
capital.

A number of AL and its front organisation leadersr@valso injured critically including
Moniruzzaman Monir, Abdul Halim, Raju, Mohammad HiasAbul Kalam Azad, Mamunur

Rashid Shuvro, Arifur Rahman Tipu, Shohel Shah&M, Abdur Rahim, Sadiqur Rahman Monir,
Mosharraf Hossain Pappu, Jewel Miah, Anwar Hos%, Siddiqgue, Mamunur Rashid Mamun,
Rajon, and Rakib. Around 15 police personnel inicigdDfficer-in-charge of Mohammadpur Police
Station Zahir were also injured during 2-hour l@pgradic clashes between the opposition activists
and the law enforcers in the areas adjacent to Raa27 in Dhanmondi and on Satmasjid Road.

During the clashes angry demonstrators damagezsit 20 vehicles on Satmasjid Road, Road No
27 in Dhanmondi, and on different lanes. Policestad at least 30 demonstrators on charges of
violating the ban.

HOW CLASHES ERUPTED

The clashes erupted at about 12:45pm when sevenadand opposition leaders and activists tried
to break through the law enforcer's barbered-wargitade on Mirpur Road near Road No 27
intersection in Dhanmondi.

Before marching towards the EC Secretariat at ab2180pm from Russel Square in Dhanmondi,
the 14-party opposition coalition held a rally #ta@owing to resist the upcoming parliamentary
election if the electoral reforms are not impleneeiibefore the polls. Senior leaders Amir Hossain



Amu, Abdur Razzak, Tofail Ahmed, Obaidul Quadersikad Khan Menon, Hasanul Haque Inu
spoke at the rally among others. Earlier, hundoéagposition activists from different

metropolitan areas began arriving in Russel Sqaadein front of Kolabagan playground in
processions since 10:00am. As the combined oppogitiocession approached the police barricade
on Mirpur Road, the law enforcers began announitingugh bullhorns, "A ban has been imposed,
you (opposition) should not violate the ban andusthaot throw brickbats at police,” prompting the
demonstrators to shout back at police with adwacgtdép the announcement. As the demonstrators
broke through a section of the barbered-wire badecdefying the ban, police dragged at least eight
Jubo Mohila League workers into a prison van makimegrest of the demonstrators angrier, who
soon broke through the entire barricade.

At that point while senior opposition leaders imthg Saber, Mohammad Nasim, Maya and Selim
were trying to calm down their followers, policefull riot gears descended on the demonstrators,
clubbing who ever they found on their way.

SABER TARGETED

Saber stepped aside from the crowd along with dl gimwaup of his followers as the clash flared but
police chased the group to an isolated spot amtbdtalubbing and kicking Saber, leaving him
unconscious on the street, according to eyewitseSaber's followers were repeatedly requesting
the attacking law enforcers not to beat him byrsgyhat he is the political secretary of Leader of
the Opposition Sheikh Hasina. But police kept putiingehim until he fell on the street and
continued kicking and clubbing until he became unscious, eyewitnesses said. Doctors at BMCH
said Saber has injuries all over the body and daslhUntil 3:00pm Saber was unconscious in the
Intensive Care Unit (ICU) of BMCH. Dr Abdur Raufi®ar of BMCH told journalists that they
apprehend damage to Saber's kidneys, gall bladdeuags. Opposition leaders alleged that Saber
was targeted for a beating as part of the govertimgian to kill him'. Police also charged batons
on Mohammad Nasim MP and Abdus Shaheed MP durengl#sh and did not allow the march to
go beyond the point of encounter. At one stagelmonstrators began pelting police with
brickbats prompting the law enforcers to chargemsimore aggressively. Riot police charged
batons randomly not even sparing the female demainss. The opposition activists who took
shelters inside different shops and business afacel who fled onto different neighbourhood lanes
also could not avoid police beatings. Then seveualdred opposition demonstrators fought pitched
battles with police in riot gears on Dhanmondi RoEd27 and on adjacent lanes for more than two
hours. The demonstrators set fire to a human haedgrisitioned by police. In retaliation, police
fired around 20 teargas shells to disperse them.

CLASH AROUND BMCH

While the sporadic clashes were going on in thaaadjt areas of Dhanmondi Road No 27,
hundreds of opposition activists, who rushed to BMaring the news that Saber had been
injured, went on a rampage on their way there dm&sjid Road.

They damaged at least 20 vehicles before polideedito the spot. As riot police chased the
demonstrators firing teargas shells and chargitgnsathey pelted the law enforcers with brickbats
turning the area into a battlefield. Later additibpolice arrived and attacked the opposition
activists who took shelter in BMCH. As police trisenter BMCH by clubbing their way through,
the opposition activists and doctors of the hosp#acted sharply and chased the law enforcers off
the premises. At least 10 opposition activists vigtaed during the clash at BMCH before AL
leaders Opposition Chief Whip Abdus Shaheed andiészaman Noor MP brought the situation
under control by calming down their followers andgersuading the police to leave the spot.

POLICE VERSION
Talking to The Daily Star, a senior police offic@t duty yesterday said they had instructions to



prevent the opposition from marching towards theSeCretariat. The official preferring not to be
named also said they attacked the marchers omatistn from the high ups of the government and
that the opposition had also provoked them inteleda. The law enforcers yesterday kept the EC
Secretariat cordoned off from 11:00am to 1:00pm.

AGARGAON SPOT

Leaders and activists of the 14-party oppositicalition started a march towards the EC Secretariat
through Rokeya Sarani from Mirpur area at 10:30ainere obstructed at Agargaon intersection
as police put up barbed-wire barricades there./@ekandred demonstrators held a rally there
where Motia Chowdhury, Kamal Ahmed Majumder anduBiegYasmin spoke.

No untoward incident took place there before tlaelées ended the programme at 1:00pm as Motia
fell ill.

COUNTRYWIDE SIEGES

The 14-party opposition coalition also laid sietedistrict election offices (DEO) across the
country while some of their attempts were foileddojice, according to reports of our
correspondents. Police foiled the opposition coalis DEO siege programme yesterday in
Khagrachhari, reports our correspondent from th&sethe district unit opposition coalition brought
out a march towards the DEO, police intercepted 8haplachattar. Our Satkhira correspondent
reports that police intercepted opposition actévest they tried to enter the DEO there. The
demonstrators then put up a barricade at the nmraree of the office and held a rally there.

The coalition however laid sieges to DEOs in Cgittag, Rajshahi, Tangail and Gaibandha
successfully, according to our correspondents.

http://www.irna.ir/en/news/view/menu-239/0609118208557.htm

40 injured in sporadic clashes in Bangladesh
New Delhi, Sept 11, IRNA

Bangladesh-Clashes

Sporadic clashes between picketers and the paliteeiBangladeshi capital marked the start of a
dawn-to-dusk hartal or shutdown enforced countrgigl the Awami League (AL)-led opposition
on Sunday.

At least 40 leaders and activists of the opposiiiance were injured in clashes with the police
during hartal hours in the capital Dhaka, while shetdown passed off peacefully in other parts of
the country, according to New Age correspondents.

The opposition combine called the hartal on Wedagsa protest against police attacks on its
leaders and activists during the Election Commissiege program that had left at least 50 people
injured, including AL leader Saber Hossain Choughur the capital on Wednesday and also to
push their reform demands, New Age reported frorakah

In the capital, picketers damaged some vehicleégiredo a CNG-run taxicab and exploded
crackers during the shutdown.

Police, in riot gear, foiled attempts by oppositamtivists to bring out processions at a number of
places including Jurain, Mohakhali, Pallabi, Dhamaicand Motijheel during the hartal hours.



Whenever the opposition activists tried to bring @procession, the police promptly intercepted
and dispersed demonstrators by charging batons.

The situation turned worse when the oppositionvasts hurled two cocktails at the police leaving
two constables injured. But a sudden cloudbursteltmwth the crowd and the police away.

Traffic was very thin in the capital and marketssiness establishments and educational
institutions remained closed during the shutdown.

Inter-district buses remained off the road. Howevait and river communications and flight
operations from Zia International Airport were nairduring the hartal hours, said officials at
Sadarghat terminal, Kamalapur railway station ardizternational Airport.

Meanwhile, the shutdown passed off peacefully iitt&hpong, Rajshahi, Khulna, Moulvibazar,
Mymensingh, Jamalpur, Kishoreganj, Netrakona, Gazigomilla, Jessore, Jhenaidah, Kushtia,
Satkhira, Bagerhat, Barguna, Jhalakati, Rangpugrdand Rangpur.

http://www.hindu.com/thehindu/holnus/00320060913MAM
Police, protestors clash in Dhaka

Dhaka, Sept. 13 (AP): Riot police used tear gasbatdns on Tuesday to battle thousands of

protesters trying to march into the Prime Ministeffice to demand electoral reforms, witnesses
said.

At least 100 people including more than a dozercpabere injured in the clashes in Dhaka's
Dhanmondi, Bangla Motor, Mahakhali and Agargaoiridis - just blocks away from the Prime
Minister's office, according to Associated Pregmreers at the scenes and the local media.

Violence erupted as more than 6,000 stone-throwpppsition activists tried to overrun barbed-
wire barricades in a bid to march into Prime Miaig€haleda Zia's well-guarded office in central
Dhaka.

At least three homemade bombs - tin pots filledhweiplosives - went off at Mahakhali before
police fired tear gas shells, said a reporterasttene.

Over a dozen police were injured in Dhanmondi wienprotesters started throwing stones.

The injured protesters included former Home Mini$®hammad Nasim, and Asaduzzaman
Noor, a lawmaker from the opposition Awami Leagaety

Security officers declined to comment on the vicken

Authorities deployed 10,000 police around the Priviister's office after an alliance of 14
Opposition parties vowed to defy a ban on demotistraand march into the building to press for
electoral reforms.

The security forces manned barbed-wire barricadsgexl to prevent the protesters from going
anywhere close to their target. Streets in the wega closed to public vehicles, causing huge
traffic snarls in the city.



http://nation.ittefag.com/artman/publish/printer888.shtml
From New Nation Online Edition
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US citizens advised to avoid CHT visit
By UNB, Dhaka
Fri, 15 Sep 2006, 10:24:00

The US citizens in Bangladesh have been advisadd travel to the Chittagong Hill Tracts
(CHT) and also downtown Dhaka on Fridays citing¢hantry's security situation volatile.

A US State Department consular notification alsgedrthe US citizens to check with the Embassy
in Dhaka for the latest information.

The notification said: "Nationwide strikes or hdstare widely employed as a means of political
pressure in Bangladesh. These hartals often resthié virtual shutdown of transportation and
commerce, and sometimes attacks on individualsdehioot observe the hartals. Clashes between
rival political groups during hartals have resultedieaths and injuries."”

"American citizens are therefore urged to avoigalitical protests, demonstrations, and marches.
During hartals, American citizens should exerceeation in all areas and remain inside their hotels,
residences, schools, or workplace whenever possibalded.

Referring to kidnappings and other security inctdemcluding those involving foreign nationals,
the Department also advised the US citizens agaengtling to Khagrachari, Rangamati and
Bandarban Hill Tracts districts.

"Additionally, the US Embassy continues to recamgorts of incidents of kidnapping, arms and
narcotics smuggling and clashes between local Baleghis and Rohingyan refugees in areas near
Rohingya refugee camps in the areas of Teknaf, paltung, Ukhia, and Ramu of Cox's Bazar
district," the notification said adding that the B8bassy also recommends against travel to these
areas.

Individuals who choose to visit these districts @rged to exercise extreme caution, it said.

A terrorist bombing campaign in the second hal@®5 and several subsequent threats to US and
Western interests led to increased security arduSd Government facilities in and around Dhaka.

On August 17, 2005, a banned Islamist terroristgrdamaatul Mujahideen Bangladesh (JMB),
claimed responsibility for nearly 500 coordinatesbi bomb blasts in virtually every part of
Bangladesh that killed two persons and injured isg\d®zen.

Subsequent JMB bombings and suicide attacks kdlpgmtoximately 30 Bangladeshis, including
judges, court workers, police officers, and byseadand wounded nearly 200 Bangladeshis.

JMB statements call for the imposition of stridaiaic law in Bangladesh, justify the
indiscriminate use of suicide attacks, and condévestern social and political concepts as un-
Islamic.

They also identify the governments of the Unitealt&t and the United Kingdom as alleged



enemies of Islam. The most recent JMB bombing seduon December 8, 2005, and the
Bangladeshi government has subsequently apprehénel&down senior leadership of JMB. Seven
JMB leaders have already been convicted of conypliciJMB attacks and sentenced to death.

There are unconfirmed reports that JIMB remnantanemctive and are regrouping with a view to
resuming violent activities, perhaps in the dagslieg up to and after the national elections
expected in January 2007. The potential for coetihdiMB violence, in Dhaka and elsewhere,
should continue to be considered real and serious.

Political confrontations manifested in demonstnagiarallies, and marches are unpredictable and
have the potential for violence. In general, denvatisns occur on Friday afternoons but may take
place at any time and any place. However, most dstrations occur in downtown Dhaka,
approximately five miles south of the U.S. Embasgsptesters have used physical force, rocks,
guns, and explosive devices during confrontations.

In the past, police have used rubber bullets,dgaar live ammunition, water cannons, and other riot
equipment when confronting protesters. The U.S. &8sy continues to see anti-American rhetoric

and sporadic anti-American protests following Fyigaayers at the national mosque, most recently
in the context of the war in Lebanon.

Americans are urged to avoid travel to the downt®@kaka area on Fridays whenever possible.
Visitors to Bangladesh should check with the Coais8kection at the U.S. Embassy in Dhaka for
updated information on political demonstration®threr activities.

© Copyright 2003 by ittefaq.com

http://www.hispanidad.com/noticia_ep.aspx?I1D=20C88B3430

Bangladesh.- Al menos 30 heridos por enfrentamiensaentre policias y

opositores en el centro de Dacca
DACCA. 21 (EP/AP)

Al menos 30 personas resultaron heridas hoy desfaugae la Policia antidisturbios se enfrentara
con porras contra cientos de manifestantes dedsi@pn que les lanzaban piedras en la capital de
Bangladesh, Dacca, segun informaron testigvos pcedes.

El enfrentamiento se produjo en el centro de laalgn el curso de una huelga general convocada
por la oposicion para reclamar reformas de caaa alecciones generales que se celebraran el
préximo afo, segun informo un periodista de Asgedi®ress presente en el lugar.

La huelga ha sido convocada por una coalicion daeatddos politicos de la oposicion, liderada por
el que fuera primer ministro Sheikh Hasina.

http://www.thedailystar.net/2006/09/22/d6092201 b4.
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Sporadic clashes mark hartal: 80 hurt
Police beat up opposition activists



Staff Correspondent

Police in riot gears resorted to indiscriminatebbling to disperse the Awami League (AL)-led 14-
party opposition demonstrators in the capital yestg during the countrywide dawn-to-dusk hartal
that left some 80 wounded in the capital and inrdlena.

Every single attempt by the opposition workersriadgout processions amid heavy rainfall during
the 12-hour shutdown was met with tough policeomstieaving Swechchhasebak League President
AFM Bahauddin Nasim, General Secretary Pankaj Dibbi@rganising Secretary Shohel Hazari
and assistant secretary of AL's sub-committee Miiaati Das, severely injured among others.
Meanwhile, some 21 opposition workers were wouridgublice baton charges and ruling BNP
men's attack in Netrokona town.

Besides, four homemade bombs were exploded a$ diighakhali area during the hartal hours. The
demonstrators also vandalised at least 50 vehidesiding several buses, CNG-run three wheelers
and cabs. Police picked up around 20 opposition fnoen different parts of the capital.

The 12-hour countrywide shutdown was enforced byojposition combine demanding reforms in
the systems of caretaker government, Election Casion (EC) and electoral laws.

Educational institutions, markets, shops and maivwate offices remained closed during the hartal
hours. Motorised vehicles mostly kept off the roadidle rickshaws moved unhindered in the
capital and other major cities. Bus communicatioeisveen the capital and other districts remained
suspended while rail and launch services operaesaal.

The law enforcers went wild on two separate praoassof Awami Swechchhasebak League and
Jubo Mohila League near Russell Square in Dhanmadie unprovoked and indiscriminate baton
charge left at least 20 opposition leaders and arstkncluding Bahauddin Nasim, Debnath, Hazari
and Das, severely wounded. Police arrested fivékeverfrom the spot.

Immediately after the police action, the femalevasts ransacked at least 10 vehicles on the Mirpur
Road but the law enforcers kept silent.

Many of the wounded opposition leaders and workene rushed to Trauma Centre in Shyamoli
and Shamorita Hospital at Panthapath.

Meanwhile, AL Parliamentary Party led by Opposit©nief Whip Abdus Shaheed brought out a
procession and held a rally at Russell Square wthesedemanded punishment to the police
personnel responsible for the attack.

In Mirpur, at least 15 AL workers were wounded mumprovoked police action on a procession
led by llyas Uddin Mollah at Pallabi. One actiwets picked up from the spot. Police also charged
batons indiscriminately on another AL processioaridirpur-10 roundabout led by Kamal Ahmed
Majumder leaving about 10 activists, including femawmaker Kamal, injured.

An AL procession from Nawabpur road led by Omaraiéio came under police clubbing at Roth
Khola Intersection that left at least five actigigtjured.

Immediately after the first cracker was blasted relly in Mohakhali led by AL leaders Maj Gen
(retd) Subid Ali Bhuiyan and Shahara Khatun, pofiggously charged batons on it wounding at
least eight activists. Police also arrested twoastivists from the rally.

Three crackers went off when AL leader Rahmat Utledught out a procession near Titumir
College. The law enforcers clubbed and dispersegtbcession.

The AL and its front organisations also broughtnatcessions in Bangabandhu Avenue, Gulistan,
Mohammadpur, Jatrabari, Golapbagh, Khilgoan, MipuBabujbagh, and other parts in the capital
in support of the hartal, but almost all of thenreveither barricaded or chased by the police.
Meanwhile, ruling BNP activists attacked an oppogiprocession with sharp weapons at Patpatti
area in Netrokona town that left six oppositiomasts injured, reports our correspondent from
Netrokona.

The pickets damaged two buses and a truck in gragesnst the attack.

Ten other opposition workers were wounded whercpatharged batons on a procession in
Barhatta metropolitan area. The angry demonstratamsaged three buses and several three-
wheelers at Kadamtoli.



The law enforcers clubbed and dispersed anotheepston in Durgapur metropolitan area leaving
at least five AL activists injured.
According to our correspondents, hartal passegeadtefully in other districts of the country.



