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Police, students clash ahead of anti-Royal protesits Nepal

Kathmandu, Apr 04: Police fired tear gas, usedrmtnd arrested at least 12 students during
clashes in Kathmandu today, two days before anRmyal general strike.

Security forces moved in to disperse demonstraiontsvo campuses in the city centre. A news
reporter saw students throwing rocks at policenataf the protests.

"At least a dozen students were detained and deathiexs injured in clashes with riot police,”
Mahendra Sharma, president of the Nepal StudentsnUtold news agencies.

Political parties ousted by King Gyanendra 13 meratho have called for a four-day general strike
starting on Thursday, with a large anti-Royal destation slated for Saturday.

Students have begun demonstrating to show thepastifor the strike and protest programme,
Sharma said.

At Shanker Dev Campus in Kathmandu, around 10Cesiiscournt tyres, shouted anti-royal slogans
and lobbed stones at police.

Indra Karki, a student leader from the capital‘shandra college, said at least seven students wer
hurt when police baton-charged around 40 prote#itegsnorning.

By lunchtime the protests had ended.

Maoist rebels, yesterday, called a temporary ldhtistilities around the capital in support of
political parties in their protest.

King Gyanendra took direct control of the troubtedion after blaming the government for failing
to stem a decade-long Maoist insurgency.

http://www.boston.com/news/world/asia/articles/2@d04/nepal_bans_public_protest_in_capital?mode=PF

Nepal bans public protest in capital

By Binaj Gurubacharya, Associated Press Writéptil 4, 2006

KATMANDU, Nepal --Nepalese authorities banned alinis of public protest in the capital
Tuesday in anticipation of this week's nationwittéke aiming to pressure King Gyanendra to

restore democracy in his Himalayan nation. The sjtjom vowed to defy the ban.

The country's seven major opposition parties hdaened protests, marches and rallies during the
four-day strike that begins Thursday.

The government said in a statement that it had dzhtimass meetings, protest rallies and
demonstrations in Katmandu."



The ban came a day after the government widenesiitbhep of its anti-terrorism law, saying
anyone who disseminates information about anti-madryacommunist rebels could face up to three
years in prison and fines of up to $700.

Political leaders said Tuesday they fear the anckfale would be used against them because they
support the rebels’ strike.

Still, the two main opposition groups, the Nepadingress and the United Marxist-Leninist parties,
said the protest campaign would continue as planned

"This is completely illegal. We will defy this. Will go to the streets,” UML leader K.P. Oli told
The Associated Press. "We are responsible polpagles, and the government can't put a ban 36
hours before the rallies. We cannot accept this."

The government said it would reimpose a state argency if the situation got out of control.

The government has struggled to control the spigailaoist insurgency that has killed some
13,000 people since 1996. The rebels' influencerftasased dramatically in recent years,
prompting the king to seize absolute power and faelprime minister last year.

A senior U.N. official said the government was gving the parties enough political space for
opposition.

"What | hear is not the message | would like torHiemam the government, that peaceful protests is a
right and should be upheld,” lan Martin, the Nepgiresentative of the U.N. High Commissioner
for Human Rights, said Monday.

The Terrorists and Disruptive Activities ControldaRunishment Ordinance was amended Monday
to define "terrorist accomplices" as those who hewe contact with the rebels.

The changes are an attempt to "threaten and teerthre opposition parties and the media,"” said
Arjun Narsingh of the Nepali Congress, the largesty in Nepal.

There are concerns the law could be used agairtstauaivists, civilians often coerced into
supporting the guerrillas, and journalists who caoebel gatherings and interview their leaders.

Human rights groups say hundreds of people alrbadg been detained under the law, which
allowed for the detention without charge for u@tgear of anyone suspected of sympathizing with
the rebels.

"This will be another weapon for the governmensttike against the media, which is already under
many restrictions," said Bishnu Nisthuri, presidehthe Federation of Nepalese Journalists.

Smaller demonstrations already have started. Twa&ntients were detained Tuesday after police
fired tear gas and beat pro-democracy protestehshatons, according to student leader Suresh
Gautam and a police officer who spoke on conditibanonymity because he was not authorized to
speak to the media.

Meanwhile, the opposition hailed an announcemenebgls to halt attacks in Katmandu.



The rebel chief, who goes by the assumed name &rdahsaid Monday the guerrillas had decided
not to target the capital during the pro-democrajests, a decision made in response to concerns
of political parties and civil society groups.

Political parties said the rebel promise left tbegrnment with no excuse to use force against them.

"It is a very positive development,” the Nepali @oess' Ram Sharan Mahat said. "The Maoists,
who believe in violence, are supporting our pedgafotests."

http://za.today.reuters.com/news/NewsArticle.asgp@ttopNews&storylD=2006-04-
06T063418Z_01_BAN623588_RTRIDST_0_OZATP-NEPAL-20066. XML

Nepal shuts down for strike, rebel raid kills 10

Thu Apr 6, 2006 8:33 AM GMT
By Gopal Sharma and Y.P. Rajesh

KATHMANDU (Reuters) - At least 10 people were kdlen Nepal when Maoist guerrillas attacked
a district town hours before a strike against tlomanchy shut down the troubled nation on
Thursday, witnesses and authorities said.

The leftist rebels, fighting for the last decadedpple the monarchy, struck Malangwa, a town 350
km (220 miles) southeast of Kathmandu, late on \&sday.

They stormed through the town, firing at soldienamgling government offices and security posts
and attacked a local jail and freed more than h@faies, among them some of their comrades,
before fleeing.

Five policemen and two guerrillas were killed ie fighting, Rajesh Mishra, a local journalist said.
But authorities said they could not confirm theuzdses.

"The body of a Maoist in combat dress is lyingriont of my house,"” Yadav Subedi, a Malangwa
resident, told Reuters by phone. Some policemersanibr bureaucrats were missing after the
fighting, Subedi and Mishra said.

An army helicopter sent to the area crashed ar thinidentified bodies were lying near the
aircraft, the army said.

"l saw the helicopter broken into three pieces field. Many government buildings are on fire or
are smouldering. Unexploded bombs are strewn arbiidhra said.

"People are terror struck. No one has come out.”



News of the rebel raid came as a four-day natioeweheral strike called by opponents of King
Gyanendra closed down the Hindu kingdom, tucketiénHimalayan mountains between Asian
giants India and China.

Nepal's seven main political parties have calledte strike and have vowed to defy a government
ban on protests to launch what they expect todecesive campaign for democracy.

Although the guerrillas, who are fighting to estslbla communist state, are supporting the political
groups as part of a pact against the king, theyar@articipating in the protests and the ralties
expected to be largely peaceful.

BURNING TYRES, SMASHED CARS

Roads across the country of 26 million people vdegerted as the strike began. Businesses and
schools were shut despite the government urginglpemwt to support the strike call.

In the capital Kathmandu, the centre of the campdigndreds of riot police and soldiers patrolled
deserted streets and activists burned tyres ors rimeehforce the closure.

Police said at least four cars were smashed bestas for defying the strike.

"l support the parties because they are fightimgleanocracy but | don't like to join them in the
protests,” said Sanjiv Rauniyar, a Kathmandu shep&ewho was standing outside his shuttered
shop.

The king's government detained activists and jpwitis on the eve of the strike in a bid to scuttle
and imposed a night curfew in the capital regiopirgathe Maoists could infiltrate the protests and
spark violence.

"About 300 people have been arrested so far,"” SibN@mwang, a senior leader of the
Communist Party of Nepal (UML), the country's sattargest party, told Reuters.

"We will defy the ban on protests and take ouiealtoday from different places in the capital,” he
said.

Although pro-democracy protests have become aaefgdture in the country since the king's
coup, this week's rallies are expected to be thedsit so far.

The United States condemned the detention of pialits and called for their release, saying talks
between them and the king were the only way otth@folitical crisis.

Nepal, which has been struggling to contain the istaevolt, sunk into deeper turmoil after King
Gyanendra sacked the government and took powesbrugry 2005, saying politicians had failed
to quell the insurgency and hold national elections



The revolt has killed more than 13,000 people saffa wrecked the economy of one of the 10
poorest countries in the world, which lives off aiod tourism.

The royal move triggered international outrageylspa anti-monarchy rallies and led to a loose
alliance between the Maoists and political grougperest the king.

http://www.timesleader.com/mld/timesleader/14274044

Posted on Thu, Apr. 06, 2006

Nepal's opposition defends rebel alliance
NEELESH MISRA
Associated Press

KATMANDU, Nepal - With no letup in street protests or a rebel insnoge opposition politicians
argued Thursday that their unlikely alliance witkegillas was the best way to force the king to
restore democracy and end the violence.

King Gyanendra took total power Feb. 1, 2005, sayire government of interim Prime Minister
Sher Bahadur Deuba proved unable to bring the Masl®ls under control. His action returned
Nepal to the days before 1990, when it was an atesahonarchy.

Gyanendra claimed the move was necessary to dbeMaoists, whose fight for a communist
state has cost 13,000 lives since the insurgemciestin 1996. But the fighting has persisted & th
Himalayan land of 27 million people.

The Communist militants and the parties reachen paet last December to pressure the king to
restore parliamentary democracy.

As a four-day nationwide strike called by the coustmajor political parties and backed by the
insurgents began Thursday, police arrested moreli@ protesters in Nepal's capital chasing them
down narrow lanes and beating them with batons.

Communist rebels, meanwhile, took 28 hostagesandain a southern town that left at least 13
people dead, and a helicopter gunship flying inefeounterattack crashed, killing 10 soldiers. The
defense ministry blamed engine failure; the rebkelsned they shot it down in Malangawa, about
75 miles south of Katmandu.

"Our liberation army has been able to shoot dovenstiphisticated night vision helicopter. This ...
has taken our fighting to a new level," a rebeflesteent said

About 300 people - including students leaders, wosmactivists and members of Nepal's seven
main political parties - were among those arrestd¢tmandu, protest leader Khadga Prasad Oli



told The Associated Press. He said at least 16rdifit protests took place in the city. He said they
would resume Friday.

Home Ministry spokesman Gopendra Pandey confirnmid 1577 arrests, saying the protesters
attacked police.

The government argues that the politicians' agreémih the Maoists gives legitimacy to the
rebels' violent methods, but the political pargay it is the only hope to end the insurgency.

Working with the Maoists "is a gamble," said Rana@im Mahat of the Nepali Congress, the
largest opposition party.

"But you have to recognize that the Maoists arelaigal force and no political solution will come
without bringing them on board," he said. "Therglmibe many 'ifs' and 'buts’, but we want to give
them an honorable political exit (from violence)."

Information Minister Shrish Shumshere Rana disndigke claim.

"We are not quite convinced that the agreemenoiisggto stop terrorism, in fact it will encourage
it," Rana said in an interview. "It is just a conient rug under which terror hides."

Since allying with the political parties, the malitts have promised to end human rights abuses, and
no longer insist on the immediate creation of a womist state.

The alliance wants an elected constituent assetoldgcide on a future political structure. The
militants say they support multiparty rule and hpvemised to give up their arms after a new
constitution is written.

But in the interim, they've refused to renouncdenace - in fact, they've stepped up attacks on
government forces. Human rights groups and diplersay the rebels also still regularly commit
rights violations and use child soldiers.

Critics of the alliance fear the rebels are simping the opposition.

If the king fell, "the Maoists would be armed; fharties would be unarmed,” U.S. Ambassador
James Moriarty said in a speech earlier this ydénis stark scenario leaves the parties, and the
people, defenseless against ideological 'partlmerg'used to settling arguments with a gun.”

calls for a restoration of democracy.



http://www.localnewsleader.com/olberlin/storiesémcphp?action=fullnews&id=171834

Nepal rebels kill 22 as protesters defy ban

Staff and agencies
06 April, 2006

By Y.P. Rajesh and Gopal Sharma 9 minutes ago

KATHMANDU - Police fired tear gas to break up stetiieowing anti-monarchy protesters in
Nepal on Thursday after a fierce overnight attatladown by Maoist rebels left 22 people dead,
witnesses and authorities said.

The demonstrations came on the first day of a é@yrnationwide strike called by the Himalayan
nation‘s seven main political parties against Kigyganendra's absolute rule.

Activists in the ancient temple town of Lalitpueighboring Kathmandu, as well as in Kalanki, an
area on the outskirts of the national capital, tmthe streets in defiance of a government ban on
protests.

"Gyanendra leave the country,” "Monarchy is fallittie people are rising,” the protesters, a few
hundred youths, shouted as they marched throughattiew, winding streets of Lalitpur.

Some carried red flags of communist parties andhagean image of Argentine guerrilla leader and
Marxist revolutionary Che Guevara, which they wasaedot police before hurling bricks at them.

In Kalanki, tear gas was fired at hundreds of mtates who had gathered at a major intersection
shouting slogans against the king and hurling St@eecurity forces, police said.

Political parties hope the protests will be de@sivtheir quest for democracy since King
Gyanendra sacked the government and took full obatrthe poor Hindu kingdom in February
2005.

The Maoist rebels, who have been fighting for tet tecade to topple the monarchy and establish
a communist state, support the political grouppasof a pact against the king. But they are not
joining the protests.

The main rally is due in Kathmandu on Saturday,il&rthe day multi-party democracy was
established 16 years ago.

Pro-democracy protests have become routine simeg &yanendra's took power saying politicians
had failed to quell the Maoist insurgency and hational elections.

Political parties have said this week's rallies @xpected to be the biggest so far, but tight sgcur
seemed to be preventing them from mobilizing langavds. Besides, the royalist government
detained activists and politicians on the eve efdtrike and imposed a night curfew in the capital
region.

Hours before the nationwide strike began on Thuseidels struck Malangwa town, 350 km (220
miles) southeast of Kathmandu.

They fired at soldiers guarding government offiaad security posts and attacked a jail, freeing
more than 100 inmates -- among them some of tbenrades -- before fleeing.



Six policemen, six guerrillas and two civilians wéiilled in the fighting, police said. Some
policemen and senior bureaucrats were taken hqdtageadded.

An army helicopter sent to the area with troopslceal near Malangwa, killing eight of the 10
soldiers on board, an army officer said. The fdtine other two was not known.

The Maoists said rebels shot down the helicoptarthie army said the cause of the crash was being
investigated.

"I saw the helicopter broken into three pieces fiela. Many government buildings are on fire or
are smouldering. Unexploded bombs are strewn arblowhl journalist Rajesh Mishra said.
"People are terror-struck. No one has come out."

The strike left roads elsewhere across the cowit®$ million people deserted, and businesses and
schools were shut.

In Kathmandu, hundreds of riot police and soldiemne of them in armored vehicles, patrolled
empty streets, while activists burned tyres on sdacenforce the closure.

Police said at least eight cars were smashed hggtens for defying the strike and more than 120
activists were detained. Political parties saiduald®0 were held.

The Maoist revolt has killed over 13,000 people amelcked the economy of a country that scrapes
by on aid and tourism.

http://www.outlookindia.com/pti_news.asp?id=376161

LD NEPAL
SHIRISH B PRADHAN KATHMANDU, APR 6 (PTI)

Over 1,000 protestors, including journalists, wamested on the first day of the four-day
nationwide general strike called by opposition iearagainst King Gyanendra's direct rule in
Nepal, where Maoists attacked government officessacurity camps leaving 11 people dead.

Some 500 political activists were arrested fronfiedént parts of the capital Kathmandu as they
took out protest rallies, Nepali Congress (NC) &ffSecretary Sobhakar Parajuli said.

Among those arrested were NC central members Dadthaghrestha, Mina Pandey and Sujata
Koirala, Nepal Communist Party-UML's central memWatya Bhandari, veteran Communist
leader Mohanchandra Adhikari, former MP Jagrit Blaét central members of Peoples' Front
Nepal Sashi Shrestha and Yamuna Bhual and NC (Datnccentral member Shivchandra
Mishra, he said.

Over 500 more activists were arrested from varather parts of the Himalayan kingdom during
the strike called by the seven-party oppositiomade, Nepali Congress sources said.

Clashes broke out between the riot police and ptotte in different places in Kathmandu, Lalitpur
district, Kirtipur Municipality, Kalanki, Gongabuand Bhaktapur in which over a dozen activists
were injured, two of them seriously.



Police resorted to baton-charge and also firedgasaishells on protestors in different places ypart
sources said.

On the eve of the strike, police yesterday arre3@Hactivists from across the country.

The general strike will continue till Sunday, Patesaid, adding that the agitation is aimed at
ending the direct rule of the King and restorintifiedged democracy. He said the movement will
not end without fulfilling these objectives. Poliakso arrested over a dozen journalists from
Birgunj as they took out a rally in protest agaith&t arrest of their colleagues during yesterday's
demonstrations in Kathmandu, the Federation of Ngpalournalists (FNJ) said in a statement.

Those arrested from Birgunj today included FNJ &district Chairman Satrughan Nepal and
journalists Krishna Khanal, Dipendra Chauhan, &riRRayamajhi and Sanjay Shah.

The security personnel also "manhandled” and augetrnalists Somnath Suseli, Devi Chhetri,
Ashok Bantawa and Rohitchandra Bantawa from llastridt while they were collecting news of
the opposition agitation, the FNJ said. Half a aopeirnalists were injured when police baton-
charged protestors at a rally.

The FNJ condemned the government's crackdown omampedsons during peaceful rallies and
demanded immediate release of the scribes who avezsted. It also warned the government
against any crackdown on media in future.

Hundreds of security personnel were deployed i eacner of the capital, where the otherwise
crowded roads remained silent due to the strikekvparalysed normal life. Half a dozen vehicles
were also vandalised in some places.

International flights were not much affected by #ieke, but many domestic flights were cancelled.
There was a very thin presence of tourists in Baal casinos in Kathmandu during the strike.
Also, 32 Terai leaders belonging to the seven-patignce, who were arrested two days ago during
a peaceful rally, today went on an indefinite hurgjgke to oppose the "ill treatment” of the
detainees at Maharajgunj police station.

Meanwhile, at least five policemen and six Maowése killed in the fierce fighting that followed
the overnight rebel raids on government and sacesitablishments in Malangawa, the district
headquarters of Sarlahi near the Indian border.

The rebels also set free some 100 prisoners ajtabimg the district jail, and took at least 20
hostages, including a dozen policemen. Those abducstluded Chief District officer Bodh Raj
Adhikari, eyewitnesses said.

The rebels also targetted offices of administratiand revenue and police besides an army barrack.

In a related incident, at least eight soldiers wk@ted when a Nepal Army helicopter crashed while
on its way to fight Maoists in Malangawa.

Royal Nepalese Army spokesman Nepal Bhushan Claddedies of eight soldiers, including
that of a Major, were found from the site wherenight vision helicopter crashed.

Maoists rebels had claimed responsibility for davgnihe chopper, but the army official denied it
saying "this was a technical fault and we haveaalyesent an investigation team to look into the
matter.



http://english.chosun.com/w21data/html/news/20080d604060034.html

Arrests Continue in Nepal Capital as Anti-Monarchy Strike Begins
Updated Apr.6,2006 23:44 KST

Nepalese police have detained hundreds of oppodéarers and activists in the capital,
Kathmandu, at the start of a four-day nationakstthat aims to pressure King Gyanendra to restore
democracy. While the capital was gripped by thetipal showdown, nine people were killed in a
provincial town raided by Maoist rebels engaged inolent, decade-long insurgency.

Hundreds of security personnel in riot gear stogard in the near-empty streets of Kathmandu
Thursday, to thwart mass protests planned by &ana# of seven opposition parties.

But small groups of pro-democracy demonstratorsrgateon the streets during the day, prompting
a second wave of arrests. Many opposition leadetsativists had been detained a day ahead of
the strike.

The government has vowed to crush the anti-monguobigsts, citing threats of violence by Maoist
rebels. Authorities have banned public rallies,asgd a night-time curfew, and urged people to
ignore the strike.

But businesses and schools shut down Thursdaywedndes stayed off the roads in the city and on
surrounding highways.

Prakash Man Singh, a spokesman for the Nepali @ssddemocratic Party, says the government's
tough measures did not deter people from suppotti@@pposition's demand that the king give up
the powers he seized more than a year ago.

"The people have taken seriously the call givethieyseven-party alliance. We do not want an
autocratic monarch over here in Nepal, and we Wwargstore peace. We want total democracy. We
want sovereignty back to the people," said Prakéah Singh.

The United Nations and the United States havec@@d the ban on rallies and the arrests of
political leaders and activists.

The political confrontation is not the only probléating the royalist government. Hours ahead of
the strike, Maoist rebels, who have waged a det@upeampaign to turn Nepal into a communist
republic, struck at security forces in the soutlhef country.

Police say the rebels bombed government buildingdfiged at security posts in the district town of
Malangawa.

Several policemen and rebels were killed in thesiggsfighting. The rebels also claimed
responsibility for shooting down a military helidep

The crisis in Nepal has deepened since King Gyaaemebbed power, saying he wanted to crush
the Maoist revolt. Both the political parties herdissed and the rebels have now joined in an
informal pact to dislodge the king.

In fact, the four-day shutdown is backed by theslgbwho have called for a cease-fire in
Kathmandu to facilitate public participation in @ss rally planned for Saturday. Party leaders say
engaging the rebels will help bring them into tloditpcal mainstream.

http://www.nepalnews.com/archive/2006/apr/aprO65Ephp

Over 400 protesters arrested; dozens injured in 7guty protests

nepalnews.com mk/pb Apr 06 06



Over 400 pro-democracy protesters and journaliste\arrested while dozens others were injured
on the first day of the four-day nationwide genatake called by the seven-party alliance (SPA)
on Thursday.

The seven parties took out rallies in differentpaf the Kathmandu Valley from early in the
morning. Police arrested over 250 SPA activistiugiog some central leaders in Kathmandu while
dozens of protesters were beaten up by the ric¢gga@ccording to SPA sources.

Violent protests were reported in Kalanki, Naya &smwor, Chabahil and Kirtipur areas where the
protesters burned tyres on the streets and thriekblats while the police baton-charged and fired
several rounds of tear gas shells to disrupt tbeepts.

According to a statement issued by the CPN (UMé&gusity men carried out search operation at
the residence of acting general secretary of thiy,pamrit Kumar Bohara and other party leaders.
An UML activist, Darshan Yadav, who was injuredoimlice action during a torch rally in Rajbiraj,
the district headquarter of Saptari district, ore3day died while undergoing treatment at Rajbiraj
hospital, according to the party.

Over 150 of seven-party protesters were arrestététauda, Bharatpur, Birgunj, Pokhara, llam and
several other districts. Similarly, over two dozeurnalists were arrested in different parts of the
country during rallies organised to protest thestrof journalists yesterday.

Marketplaces, industries, schools and colleges ireedaclosed in the capital and no vehicles except
for the diplomatic and UN vehicles, ambulances police vans plied on the road throughout the
day.

A hugh number of riot police and Armed Police Fonee deployed to control the protests.

The Home Ministry, meanwhile, said 167 persons weken into control while defying the
prohibitory orders effective within the Ring Roagain Kathmandu and Lalitpur. The siituation in
the capital and the district was normal with noanajolence taking place, the ministry said.

The SPA announced a four-day long nationwide géséike to restore peace and complete
democracy in the country. Protest rallies took @lscmore than 50 districts across the country
today, according to the alliance.

http://www.hindu.com/2006/04/07/stories/2006040724500.htm

Hundreds arrested in Nepal

Hindu, India - Apr 6, 2006
Maoists shoot down army helicopter; mass rally atuglay

Kathmandu: Over 1,000 protesters, including jousts| were arrested on the first day of the four-
day nationwide general strike called by Opposiparties against King Gyanendra's direct rule in
Nepal, where Maoists attacked Government officessmturity camps leaving 11 persons dead.

Some 500 political activists were arrested fronfiedént parts of the capital Kathmandu as they
took out protest rallies, Nepali Congress (NC)a#fsecretary Sobhakar Parajuli said.



Among those arrested were Nepali Congress certnairittee members Dinbandhu Shrestha,
Mina Pandey and Sujata Koirala, Nepal CommunistyRaML's central member Vidya Bhandari,
veteran Communist leader Mohanchandra Adhikarmé&rMP Jagrit Bhetwal, central members of
Peoples' Front Nepal Sashi Shrestha and Yamund BhddNC (Democratic) central member
Shivchandra Mishra, he said.

Over 500 more activists were arrested from varahsr parts of the Himalayan kingdom during
the strike called by the seven-party oppositiomatle, Nepali Congress sources said.

Clashes broke out between the riot police and ptette in different places in Kathmandu, Lalitpur
district, Kirtipur municipality, Kalanki, Gongabwand Bhaktapur in which over a dozen activists
were injured, two of them seriously.

Police resorted to baton-charge and also bursgiesashells on protesters in different placesypart
sources said.

An army helicopter sent to help security forcethim south-east of the country was shot down, the
Maoist rebels said on their website, marking ftrst time the People's Liberation Army has shot
down an army helicopter.” According to sources,hhblicopter was carrying at least 10
securitymen. - Agencies

http://www.elcomercio.com/noticia.asp?seccion=5&4d911

Protestas en Nepal dejan un saldo de 19

El Comercio (Ecuador) - 6 Abr 2006

Katmandu, EFE

Cerca de mil lideres politicos y activistas fuedetenidos hoy en Nepal, segun fuentes de la
oposicion, durante la primera de cuatro jornaddsugdga general destinada a presionar, todavia

mas, al régimen del rey Gyanendra.

Fuentes de los partidos opositores, convocant&sdaovilizaciones, aseguraron que unos 500
arrestos se practicaron so6lo hoy en Katmandu.

"Nuestras protestas continuaran hasta el 9 deaapgkar de esa detenciones y en los préximos dias
incluso creceran”, dijo hoy a EFE Krishna Sitaplartavoz del principal partido opositor, el
Congreso Nepali.

"El primer dia de huelga ha sido un éxito y la peliin ha apoyado nuestra convocatoria”, indicé.

La huelga general paralizo hoy gran parte de Nejpaigle se registraron algunos enfrentamientos
en las calles y también ataques de la guerrillaisteaoque causaron la muerte de 19 personas en el
sur del pais, entre ellas ocho soldados y cindaipsl

Las calles de Katmandu se encontraban desiertastiehdas y fabricas permanecieron cerradas.

Hoy se celebrd la primera de las cuatro jornaddsudéga convocada por los siete partidos de la
oposicion para protestar contra la "monarquia guiéa” de Gyanendra, que culminara este sabado



con una manifestacion que se prevé masiva, pesprahlibicion de concentraciones publicas
realizada por el Gobierno.

El monarca nepali ha gobernado el pais con maheed® tras destituir, hace poco mas de un afio,
el Gobierno elegido y asumir el poder absolutaieclats criticas de la comunidad internacional.

El secretario general de la ONU, Kofi Annan, volaiéxpresar en las ultimas horas su
"preocupacion” por la creciente confrontacion gwe Wepal y las masivas detenciones de
dirigentes politicos.

"Aunqgue el mantenimiento de la ley y el orden epoasabilidad del Estado, las preocupaciones de
seguridad no deben ser la base para denegar iadaglanos su derecho a manifestarse
pacificamente”, dijo Annan en un comunicado divdtgan Nueva York.

Durante el dia de hoy se registraron manifestasienegran parte del pais, segun fuentes de los
partidos politicos opositores.

Rajendra Pandey del Partido Comunista de Nepat@Jiarxista Leninista), la segunda fuerza
politica del pais, indicé a EFE que muchos ceneende activistas fueron detenidos hoy en
distintas zonas del pais.

En varias zonas de la capital se han producidoiGamemfrentamientos entre las fuerzas de
seguridad y los manifestantes y, en algunos casoagentes fueron apedreados por la multitud.

La guerrilla maoista anuncio el lunes pasado wgu# unilateral en el valle de Katmandu después
de que el Gobierno declarara que temia que losde=baprovecharan la huelga general para llevar
a cabo ataques.

Pero en el sur del pais la jornada ha estado nap@denfrentamientos entre los agentes de
seguridad y los rebeldes.

Durante la pasada noche se produjo un ataque gernpos maoistas contra el pueblo de Malangwa,
a unos 150 kilémetros al sureste de Katmandu yaadeda frontera india, en el que murieron 19
personas.

Los rebeldes atacaron un helicoptero militar eguel viajaban tres tripulantes y siete soldados
nepalies.

En total, segun fuentes de las fuerzas de segudeagste incidente fallecieron ocho soldados,
cinco policias, cuatro rebeldes y dos civiles, mmgnresultaron heridos 27 militares.

Tras el ataque, los maoistas secuestraron a urn@erddnas, entre ellos el principal administrador
del distrito de Sarlahi, donde se produjo el erifnemento, mientras pusieron en libertad a cien
presos de la céarcel local, entre los que se eratmarirvarios de sus partidarios.



http://dailytelegraph.news.com.au/story/0,2028 141209-5001028,00.html

Protests continue in Nepal
From correspondents in Kathmandu

April 07, 2006

HUNDREDS of anti-king protesters took to the street of Nepal today, burning tyres, hurling
stones at police and chanting pro-democracy slogamas a four-day nationwide general strike
entered its second day.

The strike and protests have been called by thealdiyan kingdom's seven main political parties in
what they hope will be a definitive campaign agakisag Gyanendra, who sacked the Government
and grabbed control of the nation last year.

Riot police fired tear gas shells at protestersalitpur town in the capital region, where the
Government has banned protests.

Protesters also set fire to a post office, whick daused.
Tyres were thrown on the road and set on fire atpace.

"Vacate Narayanhiti, Democratic Republic is arrgsyinsome activists shouted, referring to the
royal palace in Kathmandu.

"We want Democracy", "Down with Gyanendra”, "Gyadenleave the country”, others chanted
while some student activists whistled and taunietjoolice.

Scores of riot police dressed in blue camouflageaamed with batons, rifles and tear gas guns
stood ready to charge at the protesters if troahlpted.

In Kirtipur, an ancient town outside Kathmandu,tpsbers blocked roads to prevent police
reinforcements before marching through the towrnushg slogans against the king.

"We are being peaceful and we will do everythinggadully to get our rights back," said Om
Thapliyal, a Kirtipur activist.

Although pro-democracy protests have become rosiimz King Gyanendra took power in
February 2005, political parties say the latestalestrations will be the largest so far and hopg the
will be decisive in bringing democracy back.

The latest campaign is backed by Nepal's Maoisirgents, who have been waging a bloody battle
since 1996 to topple the monarchy and establismaamst rule.

But the rebels are not taking part in the protasts have announced an indefinite ceasefire in the
Kathmandu region to help the political demonstragio

The main rally is due in Kathmandu tomorrow, A@lthe day multi-party democracy was
established 16 years ago.

"There will be massive demonstrations on Saturday.



This movement will not stop until the people's tighare restored,” Shobhakhar Parajuli, a top
official of the biggest political party, Nepali Cgress said.

The royalist government says it does not trusgtherrillas and has thrown a security blanket over
the hill-ringed capital of 1.5 million people, incling stationing armoured vehicles on some main
streets.

The Maoist revolt has killed more than 13,000 peppirecked the economy of one of the 10
poorest countries in the world and forced thousarfigieople to flee the fighting in the countryside,
largely controlled by the rebels.

The king justified his takeover saying politicaras had failed to crush the Maoists and hold
elections.

http://www.kantipuronline.com/kolnews.php?&nid=7057

Over 200 arrested, dozens injured; police open firen Patan, Dang

Kantipur Report

KATHMANDU, April 7 - Police Friday morning rounde(=
up over 200 demonstrators from dozens of placedans _
the Ring Road area of the Kathmandu Valley as ptote =&
took out rallies chanting anti-monarchy slogansyihef the ¥
government ban order on day two of the generestri

Seven-party alliance leaders Astalaxmi Shakya,Kas
Gopal Shrestha Bachaspati Devkota, Yogendra Salagr .
and Gobinda Koirala are among the arrested. Protest demonstrations in Dhangadi.

Sources at the Nepali Congress party said thandrQ0 leaders, party activists and students have
been arrested during the protests.

Shukra Raj Sharma, Sushil Man Sherchan and Ramdth&ahikari were among the NC leaders
arrested in the morning, party sources said.

Clashes between protestors and riot police weladgiace in Patan, Bhaktapur, Kirtipur and
Kalanki till late evening.

In Patan, situation remained tense as the protegiorhed a
motorcycle, vandalized a temporary police boothfisto
the post office and hurled stones at police, whinin fired
rubber bullets and dozens of tear gas shells peds the
protestors. Nepal Students Union (NSU) activistl Kianal
was hit by a rubber bullet in the leg. He is undarg
treatment at Patan Hospital.

In the same incident Ravi Maharjan and Umesh Kumar

Paudel of the NSU were seriously injured in batibarge an bermenstrations in Pokhara.
Photo: Kulchandra Meupane



tear gas shell firing by the police.

Demonstrators in Patan also torched the post offi¢gatan Dhoka and two motorcycles. Protestors
vandalized a private car and set on fire a taxdifying the general strike.

In Gongabu, a student activist of Nepal Student®ktDemocratic was injured in police baton-
charge. They have locked the Gongabu VDC office.

In the Central Campus at Kirtipur, police enterieel $tudent's ladies’ hostel and resorted to baton-
charge. Student leader Pranaya Singh Munna sdithidlfea dozen students were injured in the
police action. Police arrested seven students tharhostel.

This is the first time that the policemen forcejudintered the ladies’ hostel and beat-up the staden
indiscriminately.

The students vandalised two statues in Tribhuvandysity premises. Two students were hit and
injured by a police van.

The protestors have locked up the Kirtipur Munitiya
Office and took two security men under controldawhile.

In Bhaktapur, the protestors entered the Munidip&iffice,
set fire to documents and locked the office. Thayehalso
vandalised the Land Revenue and Education offices.

In Butwal, teargas shells fired indiscriminately fglice at
the Pushpa Lal Chowk landed in the nearby Lumbimishhg ==
Home leaving some half a dozen patients unconscious &

Dermonstrations in Marayanghat.

Civil servants join protests

Meanwhile, expressing their solidarity with the oirgy agitation of the seven-party alliance, civil
servants have joined in the protests.

On the second day of the general strike today, eyepls at Nepal Rastra Bank, the central bank of
Nepal, stopped banking operations and staged arsration in the premises of the office at
Thapathali. Official works were also halted inthk other branch offices of the bank.

Likewise, protest demonstrations were staged atrigafanijya Bank, Nepal Bank, Nepal
Telecom, Agricultural Development Bank, Nepal Hietty Authority, Food Corporations, among
others. The employees halted their works througtimutiay today.

Doctors’ demonstrations
Doctors today staged protest demonstrations at datHing

Hospital and Kanti Hospital at Maharajgunj, Ayurvddspital,
Naradevi and B.P Koirala Institute of Health SciesydDharan.

Dozens of health professionals at Teaching Hosplisérved a :
silent rally within the premises of the hospital. Dipak Gharti, 15, was injurad in

‘police firing in Dang.
Photo: Sudarsan Rijal



http://www.alertnet.org/thenews/newsdesk/SP242162.h

Fresh protests in Nepal against king's rule
07 Apr 2006 14:43:01 GMT

Source: Reuters

Nepali police arrest a pro-democracy protesteagariPin Kathmandu April 7, 2006. Hundreds of
anti-king protesters took to the streets of NepaFaday, burning tires, hurling stones at poliod a
chanting pro-democracy slogans, as a four-day matte general strike entered its second day.

REUTERS/STR/NEPAL

A woman watches pro-democracy activists scufflingpwthe police at Patan in Kathmandu April 7,
2006. Hundreds of anti-king protesters took tostneets of Nepal on Friday, burning tires, hurling
stones at police and chanting pro-democracy slogana four-day nationwide general strike
entered its second day.

REUTERS/STR/NEPAL

By Y.P. Rajesh and Gopal Sharma

KATHMANDU, April 7 (Reuters) - Hundreds of Nepaliusients fought pitched battles with police
on Friday, braving tear gas, hurling stones andtohg pro-democracy slogans as a four-day
general strike against the king's rule enteredatond day.

The strike and protests have been called by thealdiyan kingdom's seven main political parties in
what they hope will be a definitive campaign agakiag Gyanendra, who sacked the government
and took control of the nation last year.

Students shouting "Death to Gyanendra" chargeigpolice in the Tribhuvan University campus
in the capital, as dozens of tear gas shells weze &t them.



Carrying a Communist Party flag, hundreds of sttglbarled stones at police. Some beat up a
constable who got separated from his comrades wthiers destroyed two statues of the king's
grandmother on the campus.

Riot police also fired tear gas shells and rubh#lets at protesters in Lalitpur town in the cabita
region, where the government had banned protests.

Protesters set fire to a post office, which wassedu Tyres were thrown on the road and set on fire
at some places.

"Vacate Narayanhiti, Democratic Republic is arrgyinsome activists shouted, referring to the
royal palace in Kathmandu.

"We want Democracy"”, "Down with Gyanendra", "Gyadenleave the country”, others chanted.
Large but peaceful protests were held elsewhemsadthe country, political parties said, adding
that about 200 activists were detained in the ahpegion on Friday.

CURFEW LIKELY

Although pro-democracy protests have become rosiimz King Gyanendra took power in
February 2005, political parties say the latestalestrations will be the largest so far and hopg the
will be decisive in bringing democracy back.

The latest campaign is backed by Nepal's Maoisirgents, who have been waging a bloody battle
since 1996 to topple the monarchy and establismaamst rule.

But the rebels are not taking part in the protasts have announced an indefinite ceasefire in the
Kathmandu region to help the political demonstragio

The main rally is due in Kathmandu on Saturday,ilrthe day multi-party democracy was
established 16 years ago.

"There will be massive demonstrations on Saturdiis movement will not stop until the people's
rights are restored,"” said Shobhakhar Parajutipd\iepali Congress official.

But the government was likely to impose a curfevama around Kathmandu on Saturday to thwart
the rally, one senior government official told Rest

"The government has been restrained. We want tataiailaw and order by using as little force as
possible,” Home Minister Kamal Thapa later toldesva conference.

"The government has several options provided byémstitution and law. It can be curfew,
imposition of an emergency and there are otheessaid without elaborating.

The royalist government says it does not trusMhieist guerrillas to stay out of the picture and ha
thrown a security blanket over the hill-ringed ¢apof 1.5 million people, including stationing
armoured vehicles on some main streets.

The Maoist revolt has killed more than 13,000 peppirecked the economy of one of the 10
poorest countries in the world and forced thousarfigieople to flee the fighting in the countryside,
largely controlled by the rebels.

The king justified his 2005 takeover saying poétiparties had failed to crush the Maoists and hold
elections. But his arguments have failed to corwieading nations, who want him to hold talks
with the parties and restore democracy.

"There is no logic to support the king, there is@ason to support the king, he's done a travesty t
democracy," U.S. Assistant Secretary of State RitBaucher said at a business conference in



New Delhi. (Additional reporting by Himangshu WaittsNEW DELHI)

http://www.newkerala.com/news2.php?action=fullnevts&88386

Over 1,000 arrested, Indian among 21 killed in Nepastrike
Posted on 07 Apr 2006 # PTI

Shirish B Pradhan, Kathmandu: Over 1000 protesterg arrested in Nepal on the first day of an
opposition-sponsored general strike against Kingr@yndra's direct rule even as 21 people
including an Indian were Kkilled in clashes betw&anists and security forces and a subsequent
Army chopper crash.

An opposition activist also died after being briythleaten by police ahead of the four-day strike
called by the seven-party alliance for restorabbdemocracy.

Besides many jounalists, those arrested from th#atancluded Nepal Congress central members
Dinbandhu Shrestha, Mina Pandey and Sujata Koikdpal Communist Party-UML's central
member Vidya Bhandari and Communist veteran Mohamdta Adhikari, party sources said.

Over a dozen people were injured, two of them sshg when riot police clashed with
demonstrators in Kathmandu, Lalitpur, Kirtipur, Kaki, Gongabun and Bhaktapur. Police baton-
charged and tear-gassed protestors in differenepla

Nepal Communist Party-UML sources said an activisd was badly beaten by police during a
demonstration on the eve of the strike succumbdiistojuries last night.

Maoists, who had declared support to the strikdechgovernment and security establishments in
Malangawa, district headquarters of Sarlahi, 120skuith of here.

An Indian working in a hotel was among those kiliedhe fierce firing that followed in the town
bordering India. Five policemen, four rebels ardcal trader also died.

Later, at least 10 Royal Nepal Army soldiers didiewa chopper sent to carry out aerial raids on
the rebels crashed in a river two km west of thento

The rebels also freed 108 prisoners from the digtil and abducted 10 security personnel

http://www.zeenews.com/znnew/articles.asp?aid=2888RI=SAS

Over 750 held on 2nd day of anti-King strike in Nepl



Kathmandu, April 07: Tightening its grip on pro-deonacy activists, Nepal's Royal government
today arrested over 750 people on the second ddne afationwide opposition strike as police
opened fire and lobbed tear gas shells leavingnak®0 protestors injured amid a call for peace by
an embattled King Gyanendra.

Home Minister Kamal Thapa said that 751 protestae arrested with 115 among them sent to
prison under a strict public safety law allowingrgmmment to jail people without charge for 90
days. However, the opposition claimed that more 220 activists have been handed down three
months’ jail term under the Public Security Act.

The authorities yesterday arrested over 1,000 gtarte on the first day of the four-day general
strike.

"The government is using minimum force to contha situation,” Thapa claimed at a press
conference here, adding that adequate arrangeimaveseen made to ensure the security of the
people. "There is no need for people to be scanddre are doing what we can to foil the protest.”

Thapa claimed that demonstrations here turnedntiatewhich government properties and some
vehicles were damaged.

He alleged that Maoists™ special task force waslired in attacking government property and that
the seven-party alliance's agitation against thegl§ direct rule has gone out of the control.

But the opposition denied the allegation, claimtimgt it was government itself which infiltrated
into the peaceful movement and turned it viole®wr' agitation was peaceful but the government
provoked in some places, which caused sporadidents of violence,” said the alliance leaders.

Nepali Congress office secretary Sobhakar Paraljeiged that government infiltrated into
demonstrations and turned them violent in someeglaatherwise the agitation was peaceful.

The government itself is responsible for invitinglence, he claimed and rejected Thapa's
allegation that Maoists infiltrated into peacefallies.

In many cases, civil-dress policemen were depldagesippress the movement besides mobilisation
of armed police force and riot police, he alleged.

Police indiscriminately baton charged protestarbbEed tear gas shells and even resorted to firing
during today's pro-democracy agitations joined &gious professional groups, financial
institutions” staff and also government officiascording to party sources.

Some 50 to 60 people were injured in police adtionng peaceful demonstrations in Kirtipur,
Lalitpur, Ason, Baneshwor, Gongabun and New RoadgjBli said.

A student belonging to Nepal Students Union wa®ssly injured when police opened fire at
Patandhoka in Kathmandu. Some half a dozen goverrwedicles were also damaged during the
agitation.

The employees belonging to government banks, teleamication and electricity offices also
joined the general strike and came to the strdahbaheir work, party sources said.

Some 250 employees of Nepal Rastra Bank, the Nati®aink, and other financial institutions
assembled in front of Singh Durbar secretariatsrmaited anti-government slogans demanding



democracy.

The doctors and lawyers have already joined thegdabagitation aimed at ending autocratic
regime and restoring complete democracy, the oppogarties said.

Massive demonstrations are expected in Basantdpheart of the capital Kathmandu, tomorrow
when Nepalese will observe the anniversary of rat;m of democracy 16 years back.

Various countries, including the US, Japan ancBimpean community, have voiced concern over
the government’'s crackdown against peaceful dematiusts.

Bureau Report

http://www.nytimes.com/2006/04/07 /world/asia/08riepd.html?_r=1&ei=5094&en=ea39e5fddd9a7893&hp=&ek=1
44468800&partner=homepage&pagewanted=print&orefzialo

April 7, 2006

Nepalis Attack Police and Invite Arrest
By TILAK P. POKHAREL and SOMINI SENGUPTA

KATMANDU, April 7 --- Flouting a government ban golitical demonstrations, hundreds of
Nepalis took to the streets of the capital todayaeding a restoration of democracy, pummeling
police with stones and inviting arrest on the selcoha four-day nationwide strike.

The strike has been called by a coalition of NemdVven largest political parties demanding a
return to parliamentary rule. It is endorsed by Marebels who have fought a bruising decade-long
war to topple Nepal's monarchy. The rebels say éneyot taking part in the demonstrations and
have pledged to refrain from violence in the cdpmltaing this time. The government has dismissed
the rebels' promise and banned all political ralirethe capital, on suspicion of Maoist infiltiti

At least 200 people had been taken into custodiHwysday night, according to monitors from the
United Nations Office of the High Commissioner Human Rights. Rally organizers said riot
police arrested another 142 demonstrators toddyhbee claims could not be verified. The
protests were considerably larger today than tlyebeéore, but the number of arrests smaller.

King Gyanendra today issued an unusual call fancalo establish permanent peace in the true
sense is the need of the day," he said in a teld\dpeech from Birgunj, about 125 miles southwest
of the capital. "Let us all pledge to dedicate sarheur time towards this noble cause."

Nearby, protesters burned a gate erected to weltloeni€ing to Birgunj. In another display of anti-
monarchy sentiment, demonstrators on the Tribhlw@mersity campus here in the capital tore
down statues of two of Nepal's former queens. "Dasth autocracy,"” the protesters shouted
across the city. Riot police used tear gas to dsgpthe crowds.



The United Nations, the European Union, Japan adid have condemned the crackdown on
political demonstrations and arrests.

"There is no logic to supporting the King," Rich&ducher, the United Statets undersecretary of
state for south Asia told reporters in the Indiapital, New Delhi, this afternoon. "He has done a
travesty to democracy."

"While maintenance of law and order is the resguhtsi of the state, security considerations
should not be the basis for denying citizens thglt to peaceful protest,” the United Nations
Secretary General, Kofi Annan, said in a staterssouted Wednesday on the situation in Nepal.

This week's arrests echoed a crackdown on a sipriddest called two months ago. Seven top party
leaders remain in custody.

The rallies this week are designed to build up tesssive protest here on Saturday to mark the
16th anniversary of democratic rule. Nepal won @igraentary democracy in April, 1990, but
democracy has hard time sustaining itself in thisdd kingdom. The elected parliament was
ousted in 2002. King Gyanendra installed and rem@rane ministers of his own choosing. In
Feb., 2005, the King assumed total control of tteegnment, imposing emergency rule and
limiting a broad range of civil liberties in anattpt to quash a debilitating Maoist insurgency.

That insurgency has shown no signs of abatingerinyears, 13,000 Nepalis have been killed in the
conflict, the majority of them during Gyanendr&aure.

Maoist violence outside of the capital kept up atemdy clip. Late Wednesday in southern Sarlahi
district, some 2,000 Maoists stormed governmentings and security posts, taking hostage two
dozen police officers and a local government adfidDuring the fighting, a Russian-made MI-17
government helicopter crashed, killing 10 soldiénsother 13 people, including several rebels,
were killed in the Sarlahi clash.

Tilaik P. Pokharel reported for this article fromaknandu, and Somini Sengupta from New Delhi

http://today.reuters.co.uk/news/newsArticle.aspp@stopNews&storylD=2006-04-
07T222346Z_01_HO780587_RTRUKOC_0_UK-NEPAL.xml&arad=False

Nepal parties set for decisive rally against king
Fri Apr 7, 2006 11:23 PM BST

By Y.P. Rajesh



KATHMANDU (Reuters) - Nepal's main political parsievere set for a showdown with King
Gyanendra on Saturday when they mark the 16th arsawy of democracy with a rally to demand
that he give up power.

Tensions have been rising in the troubled Himalayation in the runup to the planned show of
strength in the capital Kathmandu, with activideshing with police in defiance of a government
ban on protests.

The rally and the protests are part of a four-datyonwide strike which began on Thursday and has
completely shut the country down.

Nepal's seven main political parties hope theedatampaign will force the king to step down, 14
months after he shocked the world by sacking theigonent and seizing power, saying politicians
had failed to tackle a bloody Maoist revolt.

"We will have small protests in the morning and bigeone will be held in the afternoon," said
Shobhakhar Parajuli, a senior leader of the Ne&patigress, the largest party.

Asked about government plans to extend a nighteuthrough the day on Saturday to scuttle the
protests, Parajuli said: "The protests will go ahdbathey impose curfew, we will break it."

April 8, 1990, was a milestone in the history of thorld's only Hindu kingdom, which is
sandwiched between Asian giants China and India.

Multi-party democracy was established on that der @ays of violent protests against the then
King Birendra, Gyanendra's elder brother, and thad¢s of dozens of activists.

Sixteen years on, political parties hope they eaneate that mood and oust Gyanendra, whose
move to take power has isolated him globally.

"EMOTIONS BUILDING"

The United States, Britain and giant neighbourdrithve repeatedly urged the monarch to hold
talks with the political parties and restore demacgr The 58-year-old king has remained unmoved.

U.S. Assistant Secretary of State Richard Bouclaer strongly critical on Friday. "There is no
logic to support the king, there is no reason fapsut the king, he's done a travesty to democracy,
he said in New Delhi.

This week's pro-democracy campaign is backed bwiheists, who have been waging a bloody
battle since 1996 to topple the monarchy and @stabbmmunist rule. They formed a loose
alliance with political parties against the kingNievember.



The Maoists are not taking part in the protestshiane announced an indefinite cease-fire in the
Kathmandu region to help the political demonstragio

The royalist government has put hundreds of riditpand soldiers on the streets, some in
armoured vehicles.

Hundreds of students on Friday burnt tyres, hustedes and chanted pro-democracy slogans as
they fought pitched battles with police firing tegms.

Analysts said Saturday's protests would be crucial.

"Emotions are building up and more and more peapecoming out and openly opposing the
king," said Yubaraj Ghimire, editor of the poputaagazine Samay.

"One section of the royalist government feels timg lshould reach out to political parties and hold
talks while another feels they should be crushled,8aid.

"There may be a breakthrough soon if political iparsucceed in their current plans.”

(Additional reporting by Gopal Sharma)

http://www.alertnet.org/thenews/newsdesk/IRIN/752#947ae74868773ada984e425d.htm

NEPAL.: Violence takes toll during Friday demonstratons
08 Apr 2006 07:08:21 GMT
Source: IRIN

KATHMANDU, 7 April (IRIN) - Violence took it toll s Friday in several major cities and towns
in Nepal during peaceful demonstrations on thersgcay of a nationwide strike, called by the
seven main opposition parties against King Gyareenelho assumed direct rule in February 2005
after sacking the democratic government.

Human rights observers monitoring the mass politedéies both inside and outside the capital said
that the violence erupted following a heavy craekddy security forces to prohibit demonstrators
from making any anti-king slogans.

"The repressive attitude of the state authorigdseicoming worse. The aggression of the security
forces is going out of control against the peacdémonstrators,” said Bhola Mahat, a prominent
human rights activist in Nepalganj, a key bordéy of western Nepal, 570 km southwest of the
capital.

In another major western city, Butwal, 300 km wa&fsKathmandu, several hospital patients were
injured after the riot police fired tear gas towsatldde Lumbini Anchal Nursing Home while
targeting the demonstrators, local journalists regub



"Many patients had to go for emergency treatmedirgdmore injury to their already sick
conditions," said journalist Jai Bahadur Pun invigalt where the country's largest demonstration
took place with nearly 5,000 people.

In the capital, demonstrations also became viasrihe police severely beat up student activists
and political workers. In the nearby town of Patathe capital, demonstrators burnt down
government offices and vehicles after police fitear gas and battered protestors with their batons.
According to the local human rights group, Insaerdl00 political workers were arrested today.
Defying the government's prohibitory orders to oiga rallies, even the civil servants working

with the state-run organisations joined the denmratish. "The state's authoritarian system is also
affecting our own morale and job security," saik&sh Thapa, a government worker.

Condemning the arrests of democratic leaders andtéte ban on peaceful protests, the diplomatic
community in Nepal jointly criticised the king's\g@nment on Thursday. "These actions go against
the freedom of assembly and freedom of expressipulated in international conventions, to

which Nepal is signatory,” said a joint statementhe European Heads of Mission.

Even the government of Japan, which rarely makésgad comments on Nepal, said that there
should be no more arrests.

"We strongly deplore such incidents," added Indixternal Affairs Ministry.

But more violence is expected, with huge ralliepled thoughout the country for Saturday.
Meanwhile, the government has promised that addisiacurity personnel will be mobilised to
control the demonstrations. "We will be taking mappropriate measures to avoid violence," said
Home Minister Kamal Thapa, during a press confezendhe capital. He added that his
government could be forced to impose a curfew g ©f emergency if the situation gets out of
hand.

http://ca.today.reuters.com/news/newsAtrticle.agpettopNews&storylD=2006-04-
08T103415Z_01_SP262376_RTRIDST_0_NEWS-NEPAL-COL.Xdtchived=False

Nepali protester said shot dead by troops at rally
Sat Apr 8, 2006 6:34 AM EDT

By Y.P. Rajesh and Gopal Sharma

KATHMANDU (Reuters) - Nepali troops opened fire 8aturday on activists protesting against
King Gyanendra's rule, killing one man, a politiparty said, as tight security elsewhere prevented
big demonstrations in the troubled nation.

The man was shot dead in the resort town of Poklaaieut 200 km (125 miles) west of the capital
Kathmandu, during a pro-democracy rally, Yogeshtinai, a senior leader of the Communist
Party of Nepal (UML), told Reuters.



"He was shot in his head and he died instantly 4tBinai said. More details were not immediately
available.

Pokhara was hit by massive protests through thendthyactivists fighting pitched battles with
troops who fired dozens of tear gas shells to gbelin, withesses said by phone.

The violence came on the 16th anniversary of deamydn the Himalayan kingdom, sandwiched
between Asian giants India and China, where maasirpolitical parties began a four-day
nationwide general strike and protests on Thursday.

The parties had planned a massive show of stremititha big rally in the heart of Kathmandu on
Saturday.

But stringent security, which included armored pargel carriers with machine gun-wielding
soldiers, blocked access to the venue and foileid phans.

Soldiers and baton-wielding policemen patrolleddbserted streets of Kathmandu and ordered
people indoors as an 11-hour curfew began at 10(@4t5 GMT).

"We have changed our plans and are taking out snyaibtests away from the main venue because
of the curfew," Bhattarai said.

"We will use the Pokhara killing and hold a largetpst in Kathmandu on Sunday,” he added.

Dozens of young activists elsewhere on the outskirthe capital tried to defy the curfew and
clashed with riot police.

"Gyanendra leave the country," "Death to Gyanehdtang Live Democratic Republic,” the
youths shouted before pelting stones at riot polite police responded by charging at them with
batons and firing tear gas shells to disperse them.

"PEOPLE RISING"

The main political parties have formed a looseaatte with Maoist rebels to remove the monarch
and the insurgents have announced an indefinitetieain the Kathmandu region to help the
demonstrations.

The monarch says he was forced to take power bet¢hagarties had failed to crush the Maoist
revolt, which has killed more than 13,000 peophesiit started in 1996.

Kathmandu residents said mobile phone and sommétteervices were disrupted, although there
was no official announcement about links being cut.



"Residents should not come out of their housesur@gdorces could shoot violators or police
could arrest them and jail them up to one montke"government said in a statement about the
curfew.

armored personnel carriers, mounted with heavy madajuns, were stationed at several main
thoroughfares of the city while security vehiclesrging dozens of armed forces drove through
main streets.

"This is the defeated mentality of the governmetaw long will they impose curfew and arrest
people?" said Amrit Kumar Bohara, another top leadi¢he Communist Party of Nepal (UML),
the country's second largest political group.

"The protests will continue. We can't stop themrmdt in Kathmandu, we'll hold them in other
cities," he told Reuters.

On Friday, hundreds of students burned tires, Hstenes and chanted pro-democracy slogans as
they fought pitched battles with police firing tegms.

"You can't solve the problem with curfew. It huotslinary people,” said Suraraj Bhattarai, who
works in a Kathmandu restaurant.

"People are rising against suppression and theyatdoe crushed like this," he said.

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/articleshow/1482.cms

Day-time curfew imposed in Kathmandu
[ Saturday, April 08, 2006 09:53:09 amPTI ]

KATHMANDU: Nepal's royal government on Saturdayrlzed a day-time curfew in the
Kathmadu valley and suspended mobile phone serinaid to thwart a major protest show by
opposition parties on the third day of their natvoe anti-King strike.

The administrations in all three districts of thadley - Kathmandu, Lalitpur and Bhaktapur -
imposed the curfew from 10 am to 9 pm, according tvernment notice broadcast on the state-
run '‘Radio Nepal'.

The curfew has been imposed to protect life anggnty as there is a possibility of terrorists and
anti-social elements attacking public property trelgeneral people, it claimed.

The government also cut all mobile phone servioas fearly this morning to foil the agitation.
Security has been further tightened in Kathmandhb tveavy mobilisation of army and riot police.

Security personnel are authorised to open firayf@ne defies the curfew order, according to the
government notice.



Home Minister Kamal Thapa had warned yesterdaytlieagovernment could impose an
emergency rule or curfew to control the situatidaiming that Maoists were infiltrating into the
demonstrations organised by the seven-party oppositliance against King Gyanendra's direct
rule during their ongoing four-day general strike.

http://permanent.nouvelobs.com/etranger/20060408 REZ41.htmI?0833

Couvre-feu diurne au Népal
REUTERS | 08.04.06 | 09:22

par Y.P. Rajesh et Gopal Sharma

KATMANDOU (Reuters) - Les autorités népalaisesiamposé un couvre-feu diurne samedi dans
la capitale Katmandou et dans les environs, menalaunvrir le feu sur les contrevenants, a
guelques heures d'un grand rassemblement orgaari$égposition contre le pouvoir du roi
Gyanendra.

Le couvre-feu devait rester en vigueur pendantelirds, a partir de 10h00 locales (04h15 GMT), a
déclaré le gouvernement royaliste dans un commaniqu

"Les habitants ne doivent pas sortir de chez eag.farces de sécurité tireront sur les
contrevenants, la police pourra les arréter etdatent passibles d'une peine allant jusqu'a un mois
de prison”, lit-on dans le communiqué.

Les partis politiques qui ont appelé a manifestéenedi ont tenu une réunion extraordinaire pour
tenter de contrer la derniere mesure en date duegoement.

Selon des habitants, les services de téléphonialperet d'internet étaient perturbés avant lagenu
du grand rassemblement organisé par les sept grémuheations politiques du pays.

Le gouvernement a déployé des centaines de paliaigi-émeutes et des soldats dans les rues de
Katmandou, dont certains a bord de véhicules béindé

Les partis politigues entendent manifester samédcéasion du 16e anniversaire de l'instauration
du pluralisme dans le royaume et demander au sanvee renoncer au pouvoir.

PLURALISME

Le 8 avril 1990 avait margué un tournant danstbime du royaume himalayen. Le pluralisme
politique avait été instauré ce jour-la aprés gluss journées de violentes manifestations contre le
roi d'alors, Birendra, frére ainé de Gyanendra. dzanes d'opposants avaient péri dans ces
manifestations.

La tension a monté ces derniers jours dans le ddgpproche de cette épreuve de force dans la
capitale Katmandou, des militants de I'oppositifiroatant les forces de I'ordre qui tentaient de
faire respecter l'interdiction de toute manifestati

Le grand rassemblement prévu ce samedi et les esatibns des jours derniers participent d'une
gréve nationale devant durer quatre jours et giéilbauté jeudi, paralysant I'activité du pays.

Les sept grands partis politiques du pays espgruanteur opération "pays mort" contraindra le roi
a abdiquer, 14 mois aprés sa prise de controla tadlité des pouvoirs et le limogeage du
gouvernement en corollaire.

Parallelement au mouvement de greve générale gidllgumaoiste poursuit sa lutte et deux villes
de I'ouest du Népal, Butwal et Taulihawa, ont éi@Egaiées dans la nuit de vendredi a samedi. Au
moins cing personnes ont été tuées dans ces affnents, ont déclaré les autorités.



http://www.thepeninsulagatar.com/Display_news.asgtRsn=World_Newsé&subsection=Philippines+%26+Soési+
a&month=April2006&file=World_News2006040813951.xml

350 held, 12 injured in Nepal protest

Web posted at: 4/8/2006 1:39:51

Source ::: AFP

KATHMANDU: Hundreds more protesters were arrestestgrday
B T in Nepal on the second day of a general strikencgpfor King

‘v:ﬂ "I Gyanendra to restore democracy as several demtoissréeft two
e dozen injured.

“Some 200 protesters from the Nepali Congress Reaxtlymore
than 150 from the Communist Party of Nepal (Unifiddrxist
Leninist) have been arrested and 12 injured dyshotests,” said
Nepali Congress Party secretary Shovarkar Par&jalvowed the
Nepali police using tear gas &otests, which have seen more than 750 peopleaifji detained

students in Kathmandu Since Tuesday, would go on.

yesterday. Hundreds of _ -
students fought pitched battl TWelve policemen also were injured as around 300esits at

with police, braving tear gas,Tribhuvan University on the outskirts of Kathmarishitled riot

pro-democracy slogans as a )
four-day general strike agair The students hurled stones and chanted sloganssagajanendra.

King Gyanendra’s rulergerec Police responded by firing dozens of tear-gas tarsignd baton-
its second day. charging the protesters.

“Around a dozen vehicles including two police vavere vandalised and about 12 policemen have
been injured in clashes with protesters,” a pabifeer said.

International criticism of the government has mednith the United States, the European Union,
India and Japan all expressing concern and urgi@gdovernment to release those detained.

Nepal’'s home minister dismissed the new wave @rirdtional criticism at a press conference
yesterday. “The government takes any kind of readtiom the international community very
seriously but the reactions were not based on grogalities,” said Home Minister Kamal Thapa.

Despite the arrests and clashes, the royal governremained confident it can contain the protests.

“The government has several options including esusfand the imposition of emergency rule,”
Thapa said. Similar anti-royal protests in Janwegye thwarted when the government rounded up
hundreds of activists, banned demonstrations, oliilmphones and called an around-the-clock
curfew.

“Since April, 751 people have been arrested otlhe$e 393 have been released, and for 253
investigations are still going on and 115 are béielgl in custody,” Thapa said.

The streets of the capital were deserted agairt &par the heavy security presence and sporadic
protests usually by small numbers of people.



Defying a ban on public meetings, opposition partiave called a four-day general strike against
the royal power grab and have paralysed the Hinaalkjngdom. The government has locked up
dozens of politicians and arrested hundreds faaking the ban.

http://actualidad.terra.es/nacional/articulo/muengridos_jornada_protesta _825273.htm

nepal-protestas (previsior(8-04-2006
Un muerto y cuatro heridos en jornada de protesta

Una persona resultd muerta y otras cuatro heridasuando las fuerzas de seguridad nepalies
dispararon hoy contra una manifestacion en la ciuddde Pokhara convocada por la oposicién
para protestar contra el rey Gyanendra.

Segun fuentes de la oposicion, un soldado dispesdedel segundo piso de la oficina de
telecomunicaciones en esa ciudad, situada a urokilddnetros al oeste de Katmandu, y causo la
muerte de uno de los manifestantes y heridas a otratro.

Rajendra Pandey, activista del Partido Comunistsejel-
Unificado Marxista Leninista (CPN-UML), afirmé qlee medida fue 'innecesaria’.

Como represalia, los manifestantes quemaron un@sad municipales en Pokhara, mientras que
en el resto del pais también se producian enfreaténs con las fuerzas de seguridad.

En Katmandu, la alianza opositora no pudo celdbrprotesta masiva que habia previsto debido a
la imposicion del toque de queda.

Aungue los manifestantes salieron a las callesnd® el toque de queda con intencién de
congregarse en una protesta multitudinaria, laz&sede seguridad dispararon al aire y utilizaron
gases lacrimdgenos para dispersarlos.

Alrededor de 300 manifestantes fueron detenidatistimtas partes del pais, un centenar de ellos en
Katmandu, segun Pandey.

Varios grupos de defensa de derechos humanoses®miai las protestas y, segun las fuentes de los
grupos politicos, varios de ellos también han dielenidos.

Pese a que el numero de manifestantes ha sido melnarevisto, K.P. Oli, dirigente del CPN-
UML, considero que la oposicion habia alcanzadolgetivo ya que mucha gente violaba el toque
de queda, impuesto durante el dia de hoy por ele@ab

Los siete partidos de la oposicion habian convocadtro dias de huelga general, desde el jueves
pasado, como medida contra el Gobierno monarqupErg instar la restauracion de la democracia.

Las comunicaciones por teléfonos méviles fuerotadais desde esta mafiana en Katmandu, donde
solo funcionan las lineas fijas.

Segun argumentaron las autoridades, la imposi@btodue de queda se debia a la necesidad de
'mantener la paz y evitar la pérdida de vidas's @seguraron tener datos de que podian producirse
infiltraciones de la guerrilla maoista.



'Decir que los maoistas estén implicados en laggas pacificas de los siete partidos e imponer el
toque de queda y cortar algunas lineas de teledoauidn, reflejan una mentalidad perturbada’,
sefialé en un comunicado Amit Kumar Bohara, secoegg@neral del CPN-UML, el segundo

partido de la oposicién.

En ese comunicado, Bohara pidié a la guerrilla staajue declare una tregua unilateral en todo el
pais, al igual que hizo hace varios dias en et Katmandu, a fin de que el Gobierno no pueda
utilizar esa excusa para imponer mas medidas desiép.

Pocas horas antes de que entrara en vigor el ttmjgaeda, presuntos maoistas atacaron
simultdneamente las poblaciones de Butwal, un @egtrcomercio importante en la region de
Lumbini, y Taulihawa.

En los enfrentamiento al menos nueve rebeldes tagoitres agentes nepalies resultaron muertos.

En Taulihawa, los rebeldes liberaron a 104 presda darcel de Kapilavastu y quemaron varias
oficinas gubernamentales.

Mafana, se celebra en Nepal el Dia del Movimieetd’deblo, ya que en esa fecha en 1990, fue
levantada la prohibicién sobre los partidos palgidespués tres meses de manifestaciones por
parte del pueblo.

Nepal vive un fuerte crisis politico desde quesglGyanendra destituyd el Gobierno elegido y
asumio el poder absoluto, hace poco mas de urpafe,a la insistencia de la guerrilla maoista, la
oposicion y la comunidad internacional, para qetaxgara la democracia.

Terra Actualidad - EFE

http://www.edicom.ch/fr/news/international/indexgitidindex=270&idContent=988952
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25.000 manifestants dans une ville du sud du Népal

BHARATPUR, Népal (AP) -- Plus de 25.000 personnesneanifesté samedi dans le sud du Népal,
réclamant au roi Gyanendra de rétablir la démaerati police a ouvert le feu, blessant au moins
trois manifestants, a-t-on appris de sources effas.

A Pokhara, a 200 km a l'ouest de Katmandou et oiordu lieu de villégiature du roi, une personne
a ete tuée et deux autres blessées, la police agal@ment tiré sur les manifestants.

Les manifestants ont incendié une demi-douzaingdtiments gouvernementaux de Bharatpur (140
km au sud-ouest de Katmandou), déclenchant l'iatgion de la police anti-émeutes, a précisé un
responsable officiel sous couvert d'anonymat.

Cette manifestation est pour l'instant la plus intgpite du mouvement a I'échelle nationale qu'on
convoqué les principaux partis du pays pour pretasintre la politique royale, avec une gréve
générale déclenchée jeudi. Des manifestations pseauKatmandou ont été reportées, le
gouvernement ayant imposé le couvre-feu et merniac@rit le feu sur toute personne le violant.

AP

nc/v



http://www.wral.com/apworldnews/8551794/detail.html

Protest In Nepal Turns Violent; 3 Wounded

POSTED: 11:05 am EDT April 8, 2006
UPDATED: 11:05 am EDT April 8, 2006

KATMANDU, Nepal -- Thousands of pro-democracy activists went on a eg@®aturday in
southern Nepal, burning government offices andgihgrat police before officers opened fire,
wounding at least three people, a government affgaid.

AP Photo/Saurabh Das
Nepalese students chant anti king slogan as theytbs pictures in papers in an effort to defy a
government imposed curfew in Katmandu, Nepal, SatyrApril 8, 2006. Curfew was imposed on
the third day of a four-day strike to thwart areatpt by opposition parties to hold a large
demonstration against King Gyanendra.

The protesters set fire to at least a half-dozemgonent offices and forced riot police to retreat
from the main town square at Bharatpur, about 98ssouthwest of Katmandu, a government
official said on condition of anonymity becauseisiaot authorized to speak to the media.

The protest at Bharatpur is the biggest so fanénangoing four-day anti-monarchy protests
nationwide by the country's main political parties.

Protesters postponed a Katmandu rally that had &egeected to draw thousands Saturday after the
king imposed an all-day curfew and ordered viok&ot on sight.

Copyright 2005 by The Associated Press. All rigaserved. This material may not be published,
broadcast, rewritten or redistributed.

http://permanent.nouvelobs.com/etranger/20060408 RE53.htmI?1333

Rassemblement contre le roi au Népal, un manifestatué

REUTERS | 08.04.06 | 14:25

par Y.P. Rajesh et Gopal Sharma



KATMANDOU (Reuters) - L'armée népalaise a ouvelfiele samedi sur des militants qui
protestaient contre le roi Gyanendra, tuant un herseton le Parti communiste, alors que des
mesures de sécurité trés strictes empéchaierniua e grandes manifestations en d'autres points
du pays.

Le manifestant a été abattu a Pokhara, a 200 kinoar& I'ouest de Katmandou, au cours d'un
rassemblement pour la démocratie, a déclaré a Rexibgesh Bhattarai, I'un des dirigeants du
Parti communiste du Népal (UML). "Il a été atteiriaa téte et a été tué sur le coup”, a-t-il dit.
D'importantes manifestations ont eu lieu toutelanée dans la ville de Pokhara, ou des batailles
rangées ont opposé des activistes a des soldadefigit usage de grenades lacrymogéenes pour les
refouler, ont indiqué des témoins.

Ces violences coincidaient avec le 16e anniversailenstauration du pluralisme dans le royaume
himalayen, ou les sept principaux partis politiqaeslance jeudi une greve générale de quatre
jours.

Les partis avaient prévu samedi une démonstragdorde dans la capitale pour demander au
souverain de renoncer au pouvoir. Mais ils ont&tés en échec par des dispositifs de sécurité
draconiens, avec déploiement de blindés transpdrodipes et de mitrailleuses.

Soldats et policiers quadrillaient les rues désatteKatmandou, dont les habitants avaient pour
instruction de rester chez eux pendant le couwradéeonze heures décrété a partir de 10h00 (04h15
GMT).

"Nous avons révisé nos projets et organisons desestations plus petites, loin du lieu de
rassemblement principal, en raison du couvre-faulf Bhattarai.

MANIFESTATION PREVUE DIMANCHE

"Nous invoquerons l'incident mortel de Pokharaegtdrons une grande manifestation dimanche a
Katmandou", a-t-il ajouté.

A la périphérie de la capitale, des dizaines degsactivistes affrontaient la police anti-émeute e
violation du couvre-feu.

"Gyanendra, quitte le pays", "Mort & Gyanendra'ivéla République démocratique”, criaient les
jeunes manifestants avant de lancer des pierrdespoliciers. Ceux-ci ont chargé en faisant usage
de matraques et de grenades lacrymogenes.

Les partis ont formé une alliance plus ou moindleiavec les rebelles maoistes pour évincer le
monarque, et les insurgés ont annonceé un cesden-gans limitation de durée dans la région de
Katmandou pour faciliter les manifestations.

Le roi dit avoir été contraint de s'arroger touspgeuvoirs parce que les partis ne parvenaiena pas
écraser un soulévement maoiste qui a fait plussd#®@ morts depuis 1996.

Le 8 avril 1990 avait marqué un tournant danstbimie du royaume. Le pluralisme politique avait
été instauré ce jour-la apres plusieurs journéesgalientes manifestations contre le roi d'alors,
Birendra, frére ainé de Gyanendra. Des dizainggd&ants avaient péri dans ces manifestations.
Selon des habitants, les services de téléphonialperet d'internet ont été perturbés avant ledgran
rassemblement qu'avaient envisageé les sept gréomestions politiques. Aucune coupure n'a
toutefois été officiellement annoncée.

La tension avait monté ces derniers jours danays,u des opposants avaient affronté les forces
de I'ordre chargées de faire respecter l'inteatiatie manifester.

Les grands partis politiques espérent que la gnatienale obligera le roi a abdiquer, 14 mois apres
sa prise de contrdle de I'ensemble des pouvoieslieogeage du gouvernement.



http://www.zeenews.com/znnew/articles.asp?aid=2883RI=SAS

12 dead in clashes in west Nepal

Kathmandu, Apr 08: Nepal's royal government tosagased a curfew in the capital with a
warning that violators would be shot and also cabile phone services ahead of a massive anti-
King rally by the Opposition as clashes between ista@and security forces left at least 12 people
dead in the kingdom's west.

The activists of the seven-party alliance defiedesm at various places in Kathmandu on the third
day of their four-day nationwide anti-monarchy gahstrike.

The alliance's movement against King Gyanendreésdiule would not be deterred by the curfew
order or restrictions imposed by the governmenpali®adbhawana Party central member Anil Jha
told news agencies over phone.

Rejecting some media reports that the Oppositjanotest pogramme planned for today has been
postponed due to the curfew order, he cautioneglpemainst such a "misinformation” campaign
spread by the government to "sabotage" the agitatluch is reaching its climax.

Earlier, the administrations in Kathmandu, Lalitpund Bhaktapur districts imposed curfew from 10
am to 9 pm, according to a government notice brastden the state-run 'Radio Nepal'.

The curfew has been imposed to protect life anggnty as there is a possibility of terrorists and
anti-social elements attacking public property Hrelgeneral people, it claimed.

Security has been further tightened here with heawlgilisation of army and riot police. Security
personnel are authorised to open fire if any oriesi¢he curfew order, according to the
government notice.

Bureau Report

http://www.theglobeandmail.com/servlet/story/RTGAA060408.wnepal0407/BNStory/International/home
King of Nepal orders protesters shot

BINAJ GURUBACHARYA

Associated Presso408

Katmandu —

Security forces fired on anti-monarch demonstratoseparate marches Saturday, killing one and
wounding five as the government escalated its ci@aek on those seeking a return of democracy.

Thousands of activists rampaged in the southern wivBharatpur, burning government offices
and forcing riot police to retreat from the towmuace before officers opened fire, a government
official said on condition of anonymity becauseifia@ot authorized to speak to the media.



Police fired bullets and tear gas to disperse theepters, who are demanding that King Gyanendra
restore democracy in this Himalayan kingdom. Thveenen bystanders were injured, the official
said.

The protest at Bharatpur, about 150 kilometreshseest of Katmandu, was the biggest in the
ongoing four-day anti-monarchy protests nationviagléhe country's main political parties.

In the resort town of Pokhara, protester GangaBhaal said he was among a group of people
pelting stones at security forces when the soldibat at them.

"We were protesting, and some of us were throwioges at the soldiers. Suddenly, the soldiers
fired shots at us. One of my friends was killedandly," Mr. Baral said at the hospital in Pokhara,
west of Katmandu. A hospital doctor confirmed tleaith.

In Katmandu, the government crushed oppositiongplana massive anti-monarchy rally with a
daylong curfew and shoot-on-sight orders, emptjfiegroads and sending demonstrators indoors
after two days of violent protests.

Streets quickly emptied, and soldiers patrolledstineets in vans, pickup trucks and armored cars.
Tourists were only allowed to travel to or from #igport.

A key protest organizer objected to the curfew.

"The imposition of a curfew is unnecessary, illegiadl illogical. There is no ground for this," said
Khadga Prasad Oli, deputy leader of the Commumigly®f Nepal.

The rally in the capital was intended to be théntpgint of a four-day general strike called by
Nepal's seven main opposition parties to pressurg &yanendra to restore democracy.

King Gyanendra seized power in February last ygdaimning the government failed to quell a
growing communist insurgency. Some 13,000 people baen killed since the Maoists launched
their insurgency in 1996.

Authorities have cracked down forcefully on thetpsts. On Friday, police battled protesters in the
narrow alleys of Katmandu, using batons and teart@&eat back stone-throwing students. The
number of pro-democracy advocates arrested swielléd1, a government minister said.

King Gyanendra called for calm in a speech broadnasFriday on national radio and television.
The rebels had promised not to wage attacks in Katim during the strike but have stepped up
their attacks elsewhere. Hundreds of communistisdbaght a fierce battle against government
troops in two southwestern towns, and at least guegrillas and three security personnel were
killed, officials said.

The strike, which runs through Sunday, shut dowliparansport, shops and schools.



http://www.matin.qc.ca/monde.php?article=200604 3%
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Couvre feu imposé dimanche a Katmandou pour la deigme journée

consécutive
Presse Canadienne

Le gouvernement népalais a annoncé sa décisiopabien un couvre-feu dimanche a Katmandou,
pour la deuxieme journée consécutive, afin de egatrer un rassemblement prévu contre le roi
Gyanendra.

Selon un avis diffusé par la télévision publiquealéaise, le couvre-feu sera effectif de 7h a 20h
dans la capitale et des secteurs voisins, aprémlee par des partis de lI'opposition de la tefure d
rassemblement dimanche. Les forces de sécuritérdre de tirer sur les contrevenants.

Samedi, le gouvernement a imposé un couvre-fe@d&P2h a Katmandou, et dans les faubourgs
de Lalitpur et Bhaktapur, jugeant la mesure nédespaur assurer la sécurité des pesonnes et des
biens.

Il a également déclaré que toute personne viotaoblivre-feu pourrait étre la cible de tirs, au
troisieme jour d'une gréve générale de quatre jorganisée a I'appel d'une alliance de sept partis
politiques opposés a la prise du pouvoir I'an azrpar le roi Gyanendra.

Des affrontements ont éclaté entre des protestatairdes policiers a Katmandou et dans d'autres
villes du Népal jeudi, vendredi et samedi. Des @ieets de personnes ont été interpellées.

Samedi, plus de 25.000 personnes ont manifest@eafplir, dans le sud du Népal, réclamant au roi
Gyanendra de rétablir la démocratie. La police\sedue feu, blessant au moins trois femmes, a-t-
on appris de sources officielles.

A Pokhara, a 200km a l'ouest de Katmandou et nardio lieu de villégiature du roi, une personne
a ete tuée et deux autres blessées, la police agal@ment tiré sur les manifestants.

A Bharatpur (140km au sud-ouest de Katmandounkesifestants ont incendié une demi-douzaine
de batiments gouvernementaux, déclenchant l'intéinrede la police anti-émeutes, a précisé un
responsable officiel sous couvert d'anonymat.

Cette manifestation est pour l'instant la plus intggite du mouvement a I'échelle nationale
convoqué par les principaux partis du pays poutegter contre la politique royale, avec une greve
générale déclenchée jeudi.



http://www.thenewstribune.com/24hour/world/story88257p-12029270c.html

Nepal opposition, rebels vow more action

By NEELESH MISRA, Associated Press Writer

ST . w e

AP Photo/SAURABH DAS

A policeman kicks a suspected opposition party sttep after opposition activists pelted stones at
policemen to defy a government imposed curfew itmi€andu, Nepal, Saturday April 8, 2006.
Curfew was imposed on the third day of a four-daifes to thwart an attempt by opposition parties
to hold a large demonstration against king Gyareendr

Saturday, April 8th, 2006 10:40 PM (PDT)

KATMANDU, Nepal (AP) - The crisis in this Himalayaration deepened Sunday as angry crowds
demanding the restoration of democracy took tcstreets across Nepal in defiance of a daytime
curfew, throwing stones at security forces and imgrgovernment offices.

Security forces have killed three protesters, idicig one in Sunday's gunfire, and jailed more than
800 during four days of demonstrations that forfitst time brought thousands of workers,
professionals and business people into the stadmtgside students and political activists.

With King Gyanendra and his swelling oppositiontbmfusing to back down, the situation
appeared to be reaching its most volatile pointesime seized absolute power more than a year ago.
The well-armed communist insurgency has alliedfitsgh the political opposition, which vowed
Sunday to continue demonstrations indefinitely. §beernment warned of harsher measures in
response.

"Even the parties didn't expect such a massivei@phlticipation across the country,” said Lok Raj
Baral, executive chairman of the Nepal Centre font€mporary Studies and a retired diplomat.

Across the country and throughout the day, Nepabsested in defiance of a daylight curfew and
official orders to shoot violators on sight.

There were protests in at least four differentgaftthe capital, Katmandu. Some demonstrators
threw stones at police before being forced bacteby gas. The private Kantipur television station
broadcast footage of police shooting rubber-cobtdigts, hitting at least one protester.

The station also showed protesters burning caatmandu and looting city council buildings in a
suburb.



The protests, part of a four-day nationwide strikere to end Sunday but instead the king's
opponents announced that they would continue, motend in sight. The daytime curfew was
extended through Monday, although its hours weogtshed in the capital and surrounding areas.

The Maoist rebels’ were supporting a strike bypblgical opposition for the first time, although

the two sides struck an alliance late last yeae rBels' leader, Prachanda, on Sunday announced a
nationwide campaign to include defying curfew osjélockading highways, breaking royal

statues and punishing all those who pay taxes.

The demonstrations will be "long-drawn. | can't Bayv this will end,” said Ram Sharan Mahat of
the country's largest party, the Nepali Congress,a seven parties that have banded together to
oppose Gyanendra. "The king must restore democraeysaid.

Saturday was the 16th anniversary of the introdaotif democracy in Nepal, which came about
after dozens of pro-democracy demonstrators weselshpolice, prompting a surge of anti-royal
sentiment and forcing the late King Birendra tdd/mmuch of his authority.

Gyanendra abruptly ended the democratic experifashtyear when he reclaimed absolute power
from other parts of the government, arguing he aeddéd bring order to a chaotic and corrupt
political scene and end a communist insurgencyftastkilled nearly 13,000 people in the past
decade.

Many Nepalis at first welcomed the king's move. B insurgency has only worsened and the
economy has faltered.

The latest death came in the town of Banepa, pstt@ Katmandu, when security forces fired on
protesters hurling stones and shouting slogang,asaofficial who spoke on condition of
anonymity because he was not authorized to talkeanedia.

A day earlier, two demonstrators were shot an@diih separate incidents by security forces that
were also being pelted with stones.

"The government has no support base ... so thefusece is its last resort,” said Baral, the Nepal
expert and retired diplomat. "But force has notrbalele to scare the protesters.”

More than 2,000 people rallied in the southern tofvBharatpur, about 90 miles southwest of
Katmandu, angered by the shooting of a demonsttla¢oe by security forces a day earlier.

The government on Sunday said it was cracking domthe protests because communist militants
had fired on security forces from among the crowdgspite the rebels' pledge not to launch attacks
in the capital during the opposition strike.

Four known Maoists were among the 800 people @&desind they had told authorities that
militants had infiltrated the protests and plantedarry out attacks, Home Minister Kamal Thapa
told reporters.

The government's crackdown on the opposition hasipted condemnations from the United
States, Japan, the European Union and neighbarthag, lall of which have been critical of the
king's seizure of power.



http://www.azcentral.com/news/articles/0409nepaf0Aon|

Nepali protesters fired on; 2 killed
Binaj Gurubacharya
Associated Press

Apr. 9, 2006 12:00 AM

KATMANDU, Nepal - Nepali security forces fired otoge-throwing protesters Saturday, killing
two people and wounding at least five as incredgiviglent demonstrations against King
Gyanendra spread across the Himalayan nation.

Protesters ransacked government buildings andkatiasecurity forces in provincial cities, but a
curfew and a threat by authorities to shoot anyoolating it spared the capital, Katmandu, further
violence after two days of protests.

However, political parties pledged to renew demm@tisins in the capital, raising fears of a
deepening crisis as the clearly emboldened oppositiessed Nepal's embattled yet
uncompromising king to restore democracy.

Saturday's violence came on the 16th anniversattyeointroduction of democracy in Nepal, an
experiment that Gyanendra abruptly ended lastwban he reclaimed absolute power for the royal
dynasty.

At the time, he said the move was needed to bnidgrdo a chaotic and corrupt political scene and
to end a communist insurgency that has killed yeE3|000 people in the past decade.

In the southern town of Bharatpur, a demonstrabypmore than 25,000 pro-democracy supporters
erupted into riots Saturday. It was the largestgstosince a four-day nationwide strike calledhmsy t
opposition, and backed by the rebels, began Thyrsda

The protesters set fire to at least a half-dozemgonent offices and forced riot police to retreat
from the town's main square, an official said, e=siung anonymity because he was not authorized
to speak to the media.

Police fired bullets and tear gas to disperse th&epters, injuring three women, including two
sisters who were watching the melee, the officiad s

http://www.outlookindia.com/pti_news.asp?id=376693

Thousands defy curfew in Kathmandu
SHIRISH B PRADHAN KATHMANDU, APR 9 (PTI)

Unfazed by the royal government's warning thatesuniolators would be shot, tens of thousands
of people today rallied in the Nepalese capitairsdaing Gyanendra's direct rule, leading to the
arrest of nearly 50 opposition activists and irgario scores following clashes with police who
opened fire and used batons.



A woman, who sustained bullet injuries in yestetslfiying by the army during demonstrations in
Bharatpur municipality of Chitawan, died this mamiwhile undergoing treatment, activist said.

She was among the three women, who were shot & sthnding in the balcony of their houses,
during the peaceful protests in the southern Negah. Earlier yesterday, an activist was killed in
the Army firing in the western resort town of Pokdnduring demonstrations.

The government clamped day-time curfew in Chitaaad also in the Rupandehi district in
western Nepal to control the situation. It also asgd a curfew in Pokhara, according to an official
notice.

Southwest Nepal's Butwal, Taulihawa and Bharatpessawere also under curfew.
Some 5,000 demonstrators vandalised the Partyeasfitiome Minister Kamal Thapa at Anaam
Nagar, according to a local journalist. The praiesbroke into the office of Rastriya Prajatatra

Party's breakaway faction known as RPP (Thapa).

The royal government imposed the 13-hour curfewnfiioam for the second consecutive day today
in a bid to the foil the seven-party alliance'stpsb shows against the King.

http://www.liberation.fr/page.php?Article=373628

Nouvelles manifestations au Népal malgré le couvifeu

09 avril 2006 (Reuters - 09:32)

par Y.P. Rajesh et Gopal Sharma

KATMANDOU - Des milliers de Népalais ont tenté dinthe d'envahir un hépital public, tandis
gue d'autres ont brdlé des véhicules du gouverneet@emt affronté la police anti-€meutes en dépit
d'un couvre-feu visant a empécher les manifestaonfaveur de la démocratie.

Une passante blessée samedi par une balle peréeig@air 'armée a Narayanghat, a 150 km au sud
de Katmandou, est décédée dimanche, a rapport&deamn. Trois personnes, dont cette femme,
ont été blessées a Narayanghat.

"Elle est morte ce matin", a déclaré a Reuterggd@phone le docteur Bhojraj Adhikary.

Samedi, un manifestant a été tué par balle pandara Pokhara, dans I'ouest du royaume, ce qui a
accru la colere des activistes a l'origine du nmaridde de gréve de quatre jours qui a débuté jeudi

pour dénoncer l'autoritarisme du roi Gyanendra.

La tension était palpable a Naryanghat, ont prétgsétémoins, selon lesquels le couvre-feu n'a pas
dissuadé les gens de descendre dans la rue.

A Pokhara, des milliers de personnes ont tentérdiedans I'hdpital ou avait été transporté le sorp
du manifestant tué samedi.

La foule a br0lé des postes des forces de séatritést confrontée a la police anti-€émeutes.



"Des milliers de personnes sont dans les ruesensidn est tres forte", a dit Keshav Lamichhane,
un journaliste népalais.

L'armée affirme avoir ouvert le feu samedi a Poéthear situation de légitime défense.

"LE REGIME EST DEJA DEFAIT"

Les sept principaux partis politiques du Népal enprévu une grande manifestation contre le roi
samedi a Katmandou, mais les importantes mesursSateité ont fait que seules quelques petites

manifestations ont pu brievement défier le cesededl.

"Les gens ne se laisseront pas intimider de |l&sG&la montre que le régime est déja défait”", a
déclaré Arjun Narsinght K.C., dirigeant du Congnépalais, premier parti politique.

"Nous essaierons encore de défiler vers le cerilteeet de manifester. Nous continuerons jusqu'a
ce que nous réussissions. Nos manifestations seroes pas”, a-t-il dit a Reuters.

Des activistes sont parvenus a braver le couvrelé@s certaines parties de la capitale, ou ils ont
incendié des véhicules du gouvernement et des pneus

Le ministere de I'Intérieur a lancé une mise enlgar

"Si quelgqu'un sort de sa maison en dépit du cofeuele personnel de sécurité fera d'abord une
sommation de s'arréter. Mais si la personne n'glaéita la sommation et ne s'arréte pas, le
personnel de sécurité pourra méme tirer sur elle".

Samedi marquait le 16e anniversaire de l'instaaumatu pluralisme au Népal.

Le roi dit avoir été contraint de s'arroger touspgeuvoirs parce que les partis ne parvenaiend pas
écraser un soulévement maoiste qui a fait plussd#®@ morts depuis 1996.

http://www.mercurynews.com/mld/mercurynews/newsldid4 302496.htm
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One killed, five hurt in Nepali protests
CURFEW ANNOUNCED IN KATMANDU

By Binaj Gurubacharya
Associated Press

KATMANDU, Nepal - Nepali security forces fired on stone-throwing petérs Saturday, killing
one person and wounding at least five as increbsimglent demonstrations against King
Gyanendra spread across the Himalayan nation.

Protesters ransacked government buildings andkatiasecurity forces in provincial cities, but a
curfew and a threat by authorities to shoot anyoolating it spared the capital, Katmandu, further
violence after two days of protests.



However, political parties pledged to renew demm@tisins in the capital, raising fears of a
deepening crisis as the clearly emboldened oppaogitiessed Nepal's embattled yet
uncompromising king to restore democracy.

Saturday's violence came on the 16th anniversattyeointroduction of democracy in Nepal, an
experiment that Gyanendra abruptly ended lastwban he reclaimed absolute power for the royal
dynasty.

At the time, he said the move was needed to bnidgrdo a chaotic and corrupt political scene and
to end a communist insurgency that has killed yeE3|000 people in the past decade.

Many Nepalis at first welcomed the king's move. B insurgency since has worsened and the
economy has faltered, fueling the discontent tlatlheen on display in recent days as thousands of
workers, professionals and business people hauwbddirst time joined students and political
activists at protests.

In the southern town of Bharatpur, a demonstrdtppmore than 25,000 pro-democracy supporters
erupted into riots Saturday. It was the largestgstosince a four-day nationwide strike calledhmsy t
opposition -- and backed by the rebels -- begarrsday.

The protesters set fire to at least a half-dozemgonent offices and forced riot police to retreat
from the town's main square, an official said, esjung anonymity because he was not authorized
to speak to the news media.

Police fired bullets and tear gas to disperse theepters, injuring three women, who were
watching the melee, the official said.

In the resort town of Pokhara, Gangadhar Baral lsaiddas among a group of protesters throwing
stones at security forces when soldiers opened fire

“One of my friends was killed instantly," Baraid at the hospital in Pokhara, about 125 miles
west of Katmandu.

A doctor reached by phone at the city's Gandakpialsconfirmed the death and injuries but
declined to give his name because he was not axgaaio talk to the news media.

Witnesses and Nepali media reported protests ieraoaf other towns and cities, although there
was no word of deaths or injuries.

In Katmandu, protesters hurled bricks, shoutedasiegnd clashed with police in scattered
incidents before the curfew took effect. Once thidewv was imposed, people scurried home,
leaving streets empty even of tourists, who werenfited only to travel to and from the airport.



In many parts of the city dotted with ancient Hirtdmples and Buddhist shrines, the only sounds
were the sirens of military vehicles, police cand ambulances.

The curfew began at 10 a.m., and officials saier|&aturday it would stay in effect through today.
They also repeated warnings on state televisiorraaid that violators would be shot.

The curfew and threats prompted the oppositiom -alkance of seven political parties, nearly dll o
Nepal's major ones -- to put off a planned prategtatmandu till today. But with the extension of
the curfew, it appeared the rally would again blayk.

“If the government imposes curfew on Sunday, therwill hold it on Monday. But we will not
give up,” said Dip Kumar Upadhaya of the Nepalh@ess Democratic party. He spoke before the
curfew was extended.

http://www.nytimes.com/2006/04/09/world/asia/09riagan]?_r=1&ei=5087&en=725ea8176ee44178&ex=114410280
0&pagewanted=print&oref=slogin
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Protester Is Killed in Nepal During Third Day of Strikes
By TILAK P. POKHAREL and SOMINI SENGUPTA

KATMANDU, Nepal, April 8 — The Royal Nepalese Arnsyot dead a pro-democracy protester
and wounded another in the Himalayan resort towakthara on Saturday, as thousands of Nepalis
poured into the streets, defying a curfew and brapalditical rallies.

By the end of the day — the third of a four-dayk&ticalled by a coalition of Nepal's seven largest
political parties demanding a return to parliamentale — more than 500 people had been
detained, according to monitors with the Unitedidfa human rights agency.

In a statement issued Saturday evening, the Uhiggbns Office of the High Commissioner for
Human Rights described the Pokhara killing to Inecfear violation of international standards for
law enforcement.”

The three days of rallies have been by far the pasterful displays of antigovernment sentiment
since King Gyanendra took absolute control of thentry in February 2005, in an attempt, he said,
to quash a Maoist rebellion in the countrysidec8ithen, once-feuding politicians, student groups
and, most recently, Maoist guerrillas have linkedsato restore democratic rule.

On Saturday, armored personnel carriers, mountddheavy machine guns, were posted at key
street corners here in the capital, and riot paice Nepalese soldiers fanned out across thel@ity.



some places, security forces clashed violently pititesters pelting stones, burning tires and
shouting, "We will burn the crown.” Elsewhere, casnof protesters dispersed as soon as security
forces approached.

By evening, with flashlights in hand, protestersvetbthrough the capital's narrow, dark alleys,
tempting police and soldiers before scattering.nésses said government buildings had been
burned in the capital and in a nearby town.

With a daylong curfew in effect since Saturday nognshops and businesses kept their doors
shuttered. As it has done before in its attemptpitl antipalace demonstrations, the government
blocked the cellphone network, making it more difft for protesters to mobilize. The protests are
scheduled to continue Sunday.

This week's rallies coincide with the 16-year aendary of Nepal's first pro-democracy movement,
when the current king's brother and predecessognBra Bikram Shah, conceded to popular
demands for parliamentary elections.

King Gyanendra assumed the throne in 2001, aftezaare attack in the country's palace in which
Crown Prince Dipendra shot and killed his pareidisg Birendra and Queen Aishwarya, and eight
other members of the royal family before shootingdelf.

Two years later, the elected Parliament was ougt@tie ministers were removed and installed at
the king's choosing. In February 2005, the kingiased total control of the government, imposing
emergency rule and limiting a broad range of dibirties in an attempt to quash a debilitating
Maoist insurgency.

In 10 years, 13,000 Nepalis have been killed inctirelict, a majority of them during King
Gyanendra's tenure.

Tilak P. Pokharel reported from Katmandu for thitide, and Somini Sengupta from New Delhi.

http://www.swissinfo.org/eng/swissinfo.html?site5del 3&sid=6616469&cKey=1144576340000
April 9, 2006 - 5:50 AM

Nepal protests mount despite curfew, three killed
Nepal protests mount despite curfew, three killed
By Y.P. Rajesh and Gopal Sharma

KATHMANDU (Reuters) - Violent protests against tkiag spread across Nepal on Sunday as a
third person was shot dead by troops and thousairatgivists defied a curfew to burn government



vehicles and clash with police.

Nepal's seven main political parties, who begaoua-flay nationwide general strike and protests on
Thursday, said they were extending the campaigefiimitely to pile pressure on King Gyanendra
to end his absolute rule and restore democracy.

Maoist rebels, fighting since 1996 to topple thenarahy, said the campaign so far by the parties
was a success and vowed to back the extensionrtasf paloose alliance between them.

Sunday's protests came despite stringent secerivgsthe mountainous nation, wedged between
Asian giants India and China.

One protester was killed on Sunday when police egdine in Banepa, about 30 km (20 miles) east
of the capital Kathmandu, when demonstrators taestorm a police post, a Home Ministry official
told Reuters.

It was the third death from firing by troops sirgaturday.

A woman bystander, wounded in police firing on $@dty in a town south of the capital
Kathmandu, died on Sunday. Another protester wasddad by the army in the western tourist
resort town of Pokhara, also on Saturday.

Nepal's seven main political parties, who had dalte nationwide strike and protests that shut
down the country said they were extending the cagnpgadefinitely.

"Our protest movement is reaching new heights. Wamntensify it further,” said Gyanendra
Bahadur Karki, a top leader of the Nepali Cong{Essmocratic) party.

The move was expected to cause the governmentaacihe curfew in Kathmandu and many
other towns and keep mobile phone services susgegdeernment sources said.

The royalist government warned of tough measuresitio the demonstrations.

"So far, we have been restrained even during tHewuWe will get stricter now to preserve law
and order and keep the situation normal," Home $fieniKamal Thapa told a news conference
without elaborating.

MAOIST CAMPAIGN

Maoist rebels are for the first time supporting t@enpaign by the political parties and have
declared a cease-fire in and around KathmandutH&ythave not joined the protests.

The insurgents would launch a parallel campaigmnagéhe king as part of which they would
destroy statues of royalty in Nepal and signboaritts the words 'His Majesty's Government’,
Maoist chief Prachanda said in a statement.

The seven political parties had planned a big r@diginst the king in Kathmandu on Saturday but
tough security meant that only a handful of smedtgsts could be held.

But hundreds of protesters defied the curfew amdahestrated at several places on the outskirts of
Kathmandu, burning tyres on roads, blocking thethwocks and logs, and pelting riot police with
stones and bricks.



Large demonstrations involving thousands of pea@ee also staged in many towns across the
country, witnesses said.

"Police, army and people, we are all brothers, hslp "We don't accept monarchy"”, they shouted,
waving party flags as thick black smoke from bugniyres rose into a cloudy sky.

At Gongabu, a Kathmandu suburb, police baton-clthngen throwing stones, injuring at least four
who were later dragged off to security vehicles.

"We are not afraid of bullets," said protester RedjSharma. "We have to get democracy at any
cost and we will get it. People are taking ovetrdistowns and we will soon take over
Kathmandu."

Security was tight with soldiers and armed poliagqling the streets and armoured personnel
carriers mounted with heavy machine guns stati@edme intersections.

Nepal, which has been battling a bloody Maoist ltefon a decade, was pushed deeper into turmaoil
after King Gyanendra grabbed power in February 268%ing political parties had failed to crush
the rebellion which has killed thousands.

http://www.guardian.co.uk/worldlatest/story/0,,-844 2,00.html

Nepal Opposition Extends Nationwide Strike
Sunday April 9, 2006 2:46 PM

AP Photo XSD102

By BINAJ GURUBACHARYA

Associated Press Writer

KATMANDU, Nepal (AP) - Nepal's main opposition pag said Sunday that a nationwide general
strike and anti-monarchy protests would continueléfinitely."

Representatives of the seven parties issued arsatafter a meeting in Katmandu amid a police
crackdown and curfew.

“The nationwide general strike and protests vahitmue until further notice," the statement said.
The actions were to end Sunday.

Meanwhile, Nepal's home minister said that Maoisitants who joined protesters clashing with
police in the capital, Katmandu, have started shgain security forces.

Home Minister Kamal Thapa did not say whether ther@ been any injuries. Rebel chief
Prachanda, whose organization is backing the oggmiti-monarchy protest campaign, promised
not to carry out attacks in Katmandu.



“The terrorists have fired despite their pledgetaaarry out violence in the capital,” Thapalsai

He said security forces recovered cartridges ifdargabu neighborhood, where a curfew was not
imposed but several protests were reported.

Witnesses and Nepali media reported protests ieraoaf other towns and cities.

On Saturday, security forces killed at least twatgsters and wounded five in provincial cities.
Saturday was the 16th anniversary of the introdactif democracy in Nepal, an experiment that
Gyanendra abruptly ended last year when he recthahsolute power for the royal dynasty.

At the time, he said the move was needed to bridgrdo a chaotic and corrupt political scene and
to end a communist insurgency that has killed yeE3|000 people in the past decade.

Many Nepalis at first welcomed the king's move. B insurgency since has worsened and the
economy has faltered, fueling the discontent tlatheen on display in recent days as thousands of
workers, professionals and business people havwdéddirst time joined students and political
activists at protests.

More than 2,000 people protested in the southevn taf Bharatpur on Sunday, angered by the
death of demonstrator shot by security forces aedalyer. On Saturday, protesters set fire to at
least a half-dozen government offices and forcedpolice to retreat from the town's main square.

The government extended the daylong curfew Sunml#yetresort town of Pokhara, where the king
was vacationing and clashes erupted a day earlier.

Gangadhar Baral said he was among a group of peodebrowing stones at security forces when
soldiers opened fire in Pokhara on Saturday, kjlbne of his friends. A doctor reached by phone at
the city's Gandaki Hospital confirmed the death imjuties but declined to give his name because
he was not authorized to talk to the media.

The curfew began at 10 a.m. Saturday and offigiaig it would stay in effect through Sunday.
They repeated warnings on state television ana rtéit violators would be shot.

Apart from Saturday's shootings, the governmentanasted more than 800 people since
Wednesday. Police were seen Saturday detaininp@n®® rights activists for defying the curfew.

The crackdown on the opposition has prompted condéons from the United States, Japan, the
European Union and neighboring India, all of whiretve been critical of the king's power grab.

For the first time, the parties' protest has theklvey of the communist rebels, with whom they
formed a loose alliance in December.

http://www.newsone.ca/westfallweeklynews/storiedéix php?action=fullnews&id=173169

Nepalese Rebels Back Opposition Parties
Staff and agencies

09 April, 2006



By BINAJ GURUBACHARYA, 28 minutes ago

KATMANDU, Nepal - Security forces fired at anti-marchy demonstrators in eastern Nepal on
Sunday, killing at least one man, as the main ofipagarties and communist rebels said a
nationwide general strike and protests would caomtimdefinitely.

Representatives of the seven main opposition gariet in the capital, Katmandu, amid a daylight
curfew and police crackdown and decided to contami®ns that were scheduled to end Sunday —
the fourth day of increasingly violent demonstratidhat saw thousands of emboldened protesters
defy the curfew and clash with police.

Nepal‘s Maoist rebel chief on Sunday announcedvamaionwide campaign against Gyanendra,
including defying curfew orders, capturing highwaysl breaking royal statues.

"We support the decision by the seven parties thicoe the protests and general strike, and
announce we will join the general strike as pamwf programs,” the rebel statement said.

The royal government issued a threat Saturdaydotsimyone breaking curfew. It justified its
crackdown by saying it had intelligence, basedlyart the interrogation of arrested militants, that
communist rebels had infiltrated protests and waitldck government targets.

"We are not going to allow massive public gathesimgthe city as it has been verified that there is
Maoist infiltration," Information Minister Shrishifimshere Rana told The Associated Press.

"This is just an excuse. They are trying to tas tprising with the Maoist brush, and to questien i
legitimacy," Mahat said.

In Katmandu, police fired tear gas at stone-thrgwjauths as at least 1,000 people assembled in
one neighborhood, said a witness who declined toaloeed for fear of police reprisal. Police also
fired rubber bullets, private Kantipur Televisiaported, showing footage of at least one injured
protester.

More than 2,000 people protested in the southevn tf Bharatpur, angered by the death of a
demonstrator shot by security forces a day eabgurotesters set fire to at least a half-dozen
government offices and forced riot police to retfeam the town‘s main square.

At the time, he said the move was needed to bnidgrdo a chaotic and corrupt political scene and
to end a communist insurgency that has killed peE3|000 people in the past decade.

Many Nepalis at first welcomed the king‘s move. Ehe insurgency since has worsened and the
economy has faltered, fueling the discontent tlatlheen on display in recent days as thousands of
workers, professionals and business people foiirdtdime joined protesting students and political
activists.

The government extended the daylong curfew Surml#yetresort town of Pokhara, where the king
was vacationing as clashes erupted Saturday.

Gangadhar Baral said he was among a group of peatebrowing stones at security forces in
Pokhara on Saturday when soldiers opened firengithne of his friends. A doctor reached by
phone at the city's Gandaki Hospital confirmeddleath but declined to give his name because he
was not authorized to talk to the media.



The government has arrested more than 800 peayae ¥Wednesday. Police were seen Saturday
detaining another 20 rights activists for defyihg turfew.

The crackdown on the opposition has prompted condéons from the United States, Japan, the
European Union and neighboring India, all of whdesodave been critical of the king's power
grab.

http:/today.reuters.com/news/articlenews.aspx2tyoeldNews&storylD=2006-04-
10T073202Z_01_SP289868 RTRUKOC_0_ US-NEPAL.xml&pagaber=2&imageid=&cap=&sz=13

Fresh trouble erupts as Nepal strike extended

Mon Apr 10, 2006 3:32am ET
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By Gopal Sharma and Y.P. Rajesh

KATHMANDU (Reuters) - Fresh protests against thegkerupted across Nepal on Monday, in
defiance of curfews in some places, with hundrdédgtivists taking to the streets on the fifth
day of a campaign seeking the restoration of deaoycr

The latest series of demonstrations are the mtasise since King Gyanendra sacked the
government and took control of the impoverishedomat4 months ago. Three protesters were
killed by troops over the weekend, more than 10@Hseen wounded and 1,000 people
detained, political parties said.

On Monday hundreds of protesters defied a curfethienvest Nepal resort town of Pokhara,
where one demonstrator was shot dead by the ardaturday, witnesses said.

Waving party flags and shouting slogans againskithg, they taunted riot police and soldiers to
take them on. Protests were also held in the t@/Bsratnagar in the east and Butwal in the
west.

In Kalanki, on the outskirts of Kathmandu, riot jgelbeat up protesters with batons to break up
a rally of about 500 people.



Casualties could mount as the government has vtovget tougher with the demonstrators,
analysts said.

But the protesters, mostly activists owing allegeto Nepal's seven main political parties, said
they were undeterred.

"We will establish a democratic republic soon.ihkthe king will melt if we continue protests
like this for another 15 days. Otherwise he isgmhg to relent,” said Krishna Prasad Bhandari,
a 17-year-old Kathmandu resident

"TIRED OF KING"

The latest round of protests -- backed by a gerstniéie -- was originally due to end on Sunday,
but the parties said they were extending it indtfin to put pressure on the king to end his
absolute rule.

The government responded by imposing a curfewerctpital and surrounding areas on
Monday for a third day, warning people to keepth# streets for seven hours from 11 a.m.
(0515 GMT).

State-run mobile phone services remained disrupteddonday, in an apparent attempt by the
royalist government to scuttle coordination amormjgst organizers.

A big pro-democracy rally planned in Kathmandu$aturday failed to materialize after the
government imposed a curfew and deployed armoresbpeel carriers in the city.

The protests lack a charismatic leader or figurédhe@h most of the country's aging political
leaders either detained or in hiding coordinatimg¢ampaign. The parties also lack widespread
popular support, with many people accusing theeopofuption and misrule when they ran the
country.

Some Kathmandu residents said support for thegsantas growing as the protests gathered
pace, but others said the general strike, whickchawpletely shut the country down, was taking
its toll on their popularity.

"People are tired of the king. They are also toéthe parties. So the seven parties must do
some good work," said Shyam Singh Pariyar, a nepespaendor.

Maoist rebels, who have been fighting to topplertttmarchy since 1996, are supporting the
latest campaign under a loose alliance with palifparties.

The Maoist revolt has killed more than 13,000 peaplone of the world's poorest countries,
wrecking its aid-and-tourism dependent economyfarang thousands to flee the violence in
the countryside.

The turmoil worsened after King Gyanendra took powe

State-run newspaper the Rising Nepal defendeddahergment crackdown on protesters and the
daily curfews.

"The government had given assurances that theeparthuld be permitted to conduct their
program if they broke their alliance with the Madesrorists," it said in an editorial.



"But the parties did not grasp the opportunitytéas they were hell-bent on creating chaos."

http://www.thehimalayantimes.com/fullstory.aspfdene=6a4Za6ra.9amal&folder=aHaoamW&Name=Home&dt
SiteDate=20060410

Demonstrations Continue in Valley Despite Curfew

Kathmandu, April 10

Thousands of protestors staged rallies in diffepamts of Kathmandu Valley today despite daytime
curfew.

Around 1,500 people gathered in Kirtipur and blatkemajor road with boulders. A large number
of people have been demonstrating in Lalitpur ahdiBapur as well when this report was filed.

Demonstrators fought pitched battles with riot pelat a number of places elsewhere in the city
too, with the number of agitators in Samakhusi amdgathmandu swelling to over 5000. The
agitators refused to let the riot police take colndf the main road. Nearly one dozen protestors
were injured in confrontation with police in Gongadrea. Police fired a dozen rounds of blank
shots in Dhumbarahi area.

Kalanki, Maharajgunj, Chabahil and Koteshwor satetpd battles between the riot police and the
demonstrators, forcing the police to shoot tearslgdls at many places. Ring Road was guarded by
police at a number points, as the demonstratorsedletirfew and burnt tyres on the roads.

http://www.iht.com/articles/2006/04/10/news/neplapp

New clashes erupt in Katmandu on 3rd day of curfew
The Associated Press

TUESDAY, APRIL 11, 2006

KATMANDU, Nepal Police officers fired rubber bullets at anti-martar protesters as new street
fighting erupted Monday in Nepal's capital, whilestiresidents spent the bulk of the daylight
hours cooped up at home on the third day of a gwwent curfew.

The police fired tear gas and beat protesters atbns to break up rallies in Katmandu's Kalanki,
Gangabu and Dhumbarahi neighborhoods, while demaiossd staged other rallies around the city
to demand that King Gyanendra relinquish contr@rdtie government. No major injuries were
immediately reported.

The Himalayan nation's crisis has deepened in tetayrs, with demonstrators rampaging in cities
throughout the country and a crackdown by sectwoityes leaving three protesters dead and about
800 in prison, most without charge. Most Nepales staying in their homes.

Gyanendra dismissed an interim government andé@i@&er more than a year ago, and an
alliance of the country's seven major politicaltigar- with vocal backing from the country's Maoist
rebels - are demanding he restore full democracy.



Neither side has shown any willingness to back damd the government said it may have to use
even more force to restore order, contending thexibt rebels had infiltrated political protests ove
the weekend and fired on security forces.

Four suspected rebels were arrested along withr pthéesters and spent gun cartridges were
discovered at protest sites, Home Minister Kamalpehsaid Sunday.

The seven-party opposition rejected the allegatidhis is baseless,” Ram Sharan Mahat, leader of
the Nepali Congress party said Monday. "He say®ined cartridges. Anyone could have thrown
them there. This is a peaceful movement. By allggiat Maoists have become part of it, the
government is trying to legitimize its oppression."

But the protesters have not been entirely peacéhdusands of youth have thrown bricks and
stones at police officers, wounding many and pramgpinformation Minister Srish Shumshere
Rana to call the protesters "hooligans."

"Ideally, | would have preferred an entirely peat@iovement,” Mahat said. "But these are young
people. If you provoke them, they will hit back. \Wave all done it."

Many Nepalis initially welcomed Gyanendra's takeobet the insurgency has since only worsened
and the economy has faltered, fueling disconteatthias for the first time brought hundreds of
workers, professionals and business people intstteets.

"The crisis has deepened. Even the parties digp&a such a massive public participation across
the country," said Lok Raj Baral, executive chainnofthe Nepal Center for Contemporary
Studies.

The government imposed an almost round-the-clodewuin Katmandu over the weekend, and
extended it Monday, but with reduced hours. Dayews also continued in the towns of Pokhara
and Bharatpur. The opposition's four- day gendridesended Sunday, but the alliance vowed to
continue protests.

http://www.guardian.co.uk/worldlatest/story/0,,-BAZ 4,00.html

Nepal Protesters Continue Democracy Push

Monday April 10, 2006 9:01 PM

AP Photo KAT108

By MATTHEW ROSENBERG

Associated Press Writer

KATMANDU, Nepal (AP) - Police fired rubber bulletsd tear gas and beat back stone-throwing
Nepalese protesters, who defied curfews and tottketatreets of this Himalayan nation for a fifth

straight day Monday to demand that democracy bdenexh

Nepal's crisis showed no signs of easing as anghsmgain marched through major cities and far-
flung towns, burning tires and hurling bricks atipe wielding batons and shields. King



Gyanendra's government remained steadfast infusakto reach out to the political opposition,
now allied with Nepal's communist insurgents irmepaign to force the king to relinquish control.

The result was another day of ragged and bloodiegters - some of them young children - facing
riot police through clouds of tear gas in a Negavalatile as it has been in the 14 months since
Gyanendra seized total power.

The U.S. State Department said the king's dectsieampose direct palace rule had been “an abject
failure," and the events of the past few days stidnad only increased insecurity.

“The king's continuing failure to bring the pastigack into a process to restore democracy has
compounded the problem," State Department spokeS®an McCormack said. ~"The United
States calls upon the king to restore democracyediately and to begin a dialogue with Nepal's
constitutional political parties."”

Security forces have killed three protesters aiedanore than 1,000 people during the five days
of demonstrations.

Authorities have threatened even harsher meaduies protests do not end, and on Monday they
extended curfews in Katmandu and two other citiesmght. The curfews were first imposed
Saturday.

““Unless the situation improves immediately, theme2chances of civil war," said Dr. Vijay Sharma,
a senior surgeon who was among doctors at 17 laspiho briefly protested against the king
Monday.

The demonstrations have, for the first time, brdaugbusands of workers, professionals and
business people into the streets alongside studedtpolitical activists.

“It's no longer simply a movement of the urbarnitmall class, the students,” said Dhruba Adhikary
of the independent Nepal Press Institute.

“You are seeing people in rural areas - docteegtters - joining in on their own. It's not goiog t
stop here and we can't rule out more clashes. Uth@aties' measures appear harsher by the day."

Nepal's seven-party opposition alliance, perhapsisg its moment has arrived, has vowed to press
on indefinitely with a general strike and anti-muaoiey protests.

The last mass democracy movement in 1990 only dateam after dozens of pro-democracy
demonstrators were shot by police, prompting aesof@gnti-royal sentiment that forced the late
King Birendra to yield much of his authority.

Gyanendra abruptly ended the democratic experilashyear when he reclaimed absolute power,
arguing he needed to bring order to a chaotic andipt political scene and end a communist
insurgency that has killed nearly 13,000 peoplin@past decade.

While many Nepalis at first welcomed the king's mathe insurgency has worsened and the
economy has faltered, fueling the discontent.

On Monday, thousands of people again defied awurid&katmandu to hold protests in the Kalanki
and Dhumbarahi neighborhoods. Those actions esdalatb violent clashes with security forces.



Demonstrations also were held in towns and citteess the country, including a rally in the
western town of Dhangadhi that reportedly endetl wilice beating protesters.

Officials have justified the crackdown by sayingreounist rebels have infiltrated the
demonstrations, including four suspected rebekssted along with other protesters.

A leader of the Nepali Congress, the country largpposition party, called the allegations
“baseless."

"By alleging that Maoists have become part ahi¢, government is trying to legitimize its
oppression,” Ram Sharan Mahat said Monday.

He did, however, acknowledge that protests hadatepéy turned violent.

“ldeally, | would have preferred an entirely pdatenovement,” Mahat said. “"'But these are young
people. If you provoke them, they will hit back. \Wave all done it."

Information Minister Srish Shumshere Rana wasfi@ggving, calling the protesters “"hooligans.”
While most of Katmandu's 1.5 million people haverbeooped up at home because of the curfews,
police and soldiers patrolling the streets do eeins to be enforcing the measure against Western

tourists, who were seen strolling and even cyatiagn the city's empty roads.

“"For the first time, | am on the other side of tefew,"” said Ishay Waldman, 22, a former Israeli
Army soldier from Moshav Kfar Aviv, a village in otal Israel.

http://www.thepeninsulagatar.com/Display_news.asptten=World_News&subsection=Philippines+%26+Soétbi+
a&month=April2006&file=World_News2006041115249.xml

Anti-King protests intensify in Nepal

Web posted at: 4/11/2006 1:52:49
Source ::: Agencies

KATHMANDU:Fresh protests against the king eruptedoas
Nepal yesterday, in defiance of curfews in somegdawith
thousands of activists taking to the streets orfittieday of a
campaign seeking the restoration of democracy.

The latest series of demonstrations are the mtsise since King
Gyanendra sacked the government and took conttbleof
impoverished nation 14 months ago. Three protesters killed
by troops over the weekend, more than 100 have Wweanded ant
1,000 people detained, political parties said.

Demonstrators throwing stor
at police at Gongobu in
Kathmandu. Fresh protest:
against the king erupted acrt
the country yesterday, in
defiance of curfews in somea
places.

About 5,000 people sat on a road in the ancienhtofKirtipur
outside Kathmandu Yesterday, defying a curfew dreeadng
activists who made speeches against the king. 8$idants had



placed huge boulders on the road to prevent ssléi@sily accessing the area and breaking up the
assembly.

“I think the king should back out,” said Hirakajidfiarjan, 50. “The question is whether he does it
on his own or is forced.”

In Kalanki, also outside Kathmandu, riot police toga protesters with batons to break up a rally of
about 500 people. Police also fired tear gas foets®e stone-throwing protesters in several places
outside Kathmandu.

“People are getting killed anyway. | am not afrafdleath,” 20-year-old Ashok Rana said, standing
next to smouldering tyres on the road in Kalanki.s®ldiers in green camouflage stood atop an
armoured personnel carrier nearby, pointing macgures at the crowd.

“The king has pushed the country into a deep diwdid Raj Kumar Chhetri, 17, another protester.
Casualties could mount as the government has vtovget tougher with the demonstrators,
analysts said.

But it was not yet clear if the protests were @uticient scale to force the king to give in oreop
talks with political parties, they said.

http://in.today.reuters.com/news/newsAtrticle.aspp@ttopNews&storylD=2006-04-
11T121006Z_01_NOOTR_RTRJONC_0_India-244383-3.xmt&ed=False

New violence as Nepal anti-king protests unabated
Tue Apr 11, 2006 12:19 PM IST

By Y.P. Rajesh and Gopal Sharma

KATHMANDU (Reuters) - Nepali troops opened fire dnaton-charged protesters who burned
tyres, chanted slogans and clashed with governfosrgs on Tuesday before a fresh curfew took
hold on the sixth day of mass protests againskitig

Tuesday's protests came as international presseneaised on King Gyanendra to end his
crackdown, which has killed three people and wodrdendreds of demonstrators.

The street campaign is the most intense since &Bgld Gyanendra sacked the government and
grabbed power 14 months ago.

Some analysts say it is only a matter of time keethe king runs out of options. They say five days
of protests and clashes, in many places where ghosight curfews were in force, showed more
ordinary people were coming out openly against him.

But sources close to the palace said the king, wkamme analysts describe as a stubborn ruler, was
unlikely to relent.



Riot police opened fire at a meeting called inwlestern tourist resort town of Pokhara to mourn a
protester shot dead by the army there on Satuvdaynding two people, witnesses said.

In a Kathmandu suburb, about 500 youths burned tynethe road, chanting "We want
Democracy" and "Gyanendra leave the country". Radice charged at them with batons and beat
them up, wounding at least two people before tbevdrwas dispersed.

But groups of protesters gathered in another subeabby. The situation was tense there before a
fresh, five-hour curfew was due to take hold fro2nplm. (0615 GMT).

The latest series of demonstrations and a natiengeheral strike began last Thursday in an
attempt to force Gyanendra to step down and haneipt an all-party government.

The campaign, backed by Maoist insurgents, had Beertio end on Sunday but was extended
indefinitely as stringent security measures preseiig rallies against the king.

U.S. REBUKE

So far, more than 300 people have been woundedlzmd 1,500 protesters detained during
protests, the parties said.

Paris-based media watchdog Reporters Without Bsrshad 97 journalists had been detained and
24 wounded across the country.

While the mass campaign has plunged the nationed@ao turmoil, the king has stayed away
from the capital for nearly two months, making ateaeded tour of the countryside.

The king says he was forced to take absolute pafter politicians failed to quell a violent Maoist
revolt aimed at toppling the monarchy, which hdle#imore than 13,000 people in the
impoverished Himalayan country.

The revolt has also wrecked the economy of ona@pborest countries in the world which lives
off aid and tourism.

The U.S. State Department issued a sharp rebuke tang on Monday for his handling of the
protests, saying the decision to impose palacehadkfailed "in every regard”.

"The king's continuing failure to bring the partlesck into a process to restore democracy has
compounded the problem,” spokesman Sean McCornaadkrsWashington. "The United States
calls upon the king to restore democracy immediatel

Rights group Amnesty International urged the ratajovernment to rein in the security forces,
saying it feared an increase in violence in theiogmays.



"Restricting peaceful demonstrations by ban ordadscurfews and arbitrarily arresting hundreds
of people only inflames an already volatile sitaaff it said in a statement.

But the state-run newspaper Rising Nepal said @ingpaign was not peaceful and Maoist rebels
had infiltrated the protests to create troubleharge the political parties have denied.

"The seven political parties would be responsibleainy unfortunate event that may occur during
their protests,"” it said in an editorial on Tuesday

http://www.belleville.com/mld/belleville/news/breiak)_news/14312892.htm?template=contentModules&iany.jsp

Posted on Tue, Apr. 11, 2006
Activist: Police fire on Nepal protesters

BINAJ GURUBACHARYA
Associated Press

KATMANDU, Nepal - Police fired on pro-democracy protesters Tuesdayepal's capital,
leaving at least 12 people injured, a human rigbtssist said. It was not clear if the police fired
rubber bullets or live ammunition.

The clash came amid days of increasingly violemfromtations between security forces and
protesters demanding that Nepal's king give uplatespower, and just hours after police fired on
stone-throwing protesters in the resort town offiwlk, wounding two people, an official said.

The royal government, meanwhile, has respondegetaantinuing protests by imposing a daytime
curfew in Katmandu and two other towns at the aeoitéhe rallies.

Details were scarce on Tuesday's Katmandu claslit ¢éame in a neighborhood on the city's edge,
when protesters marched toward a line of policenfem area not covered by the strict curfew rules.

When the protesters didn't retreat, the police fiesat them and then opened fire on them, said
Poshraj Adhikari, of the rights group INSEC-Nepal.

Jagat Basnet, a local resident, said by telephuatepblice had fired several times at the protester
"l saw one running man get hit and collapse," Basam®l.

Adhikari, the human rights activist, said the anvgs beginning to move into the neighborhood to
take control of the situation.

The government also announced it would launch ecked houses across Katmandu in search of
terrorists who they say have infiltrated the prorderacy protests.

"The security forces are searching for these testréor which there will be a massive search of
private homes," a Home Ministry statement saidingrgesidents to cooperate.

The U.S. State Department, meanwhile, called oy Kiganendra to restore democracy, declaring
that 15 months of direct palace rule "has failedvary regard."



"The demonstrations, death, arrests and Maoistkattia the past few days have shown there is
more insecurity, not less," State Department spokesSean McCormack said in Washington on
Monday.

Some 10,000 people marched Tuesday through theragiPokhara, about 125 miles west of
Katmandu, when some began throwing stones at police responded first with tear gas and
rubber bullets and then with live gunfire when phietesters refused to disperse, according to a
town official who spoke on condition of anonymitgdause he was not authorized to speak to the
press.

The king has been vacationing in Pokhara, a résert popular with foreign tourists, for the past
few weeks, even as the protests have spread frqgualsenajor cities to its far-flung towns.

There have been daily protests and clashes witlrisgtorces throughout the country since
Thursday, when the country's seven major opposgigoties called a strike. Security forces have
killed three protesters and put more than 1,008iin

The parties are demanding the king relinquish thegs he seized last year, when he said he needed
to crush the Maoist insurgency and enable the cptmthold elections that had been delayed due
to the violence.

The strike has continued into this week, shuttiognl roads, schools, and stores in most parts of
the country.

On Tuesday morning, many of Katmandu's 1.5 milpeople scrambled during a short window in
the curfew to get food and other supplies. Theeanircurfew ordered everyone off the streets from
noon to 5 p.m., and again from 10 p.m. to 4 a.m.

"My son and daughter and their children, we arstaitk in our house," said Priya Ranjit, a 58-
year-old woman buying rice and other food in KatohariThis can't go on, we need to go to work
for our money."

Up the road, a few hundred protesters had gathehadhting "Democracy! Democracy! Down with
autocracy!" Behind them, a small pile of tires radnsending a plume of black smoke into the air.

Dozens of riot police armed with batons and shieldgched until the protesters stopped a
motorcycle, pulled off the driver off and triedlharn the bike. The officers then charged in,
swinging their batons and sending the protesteesdaing to the safety of side streets.

The crisis has shown no sign of abating, with @ofidng rubber bullets and tear gas at stone-
throwing protesters who have defied curfews andridk the streets for five straight days.

While Nepal has been shaken by protests repeatetlyg the king took power, this has been the
first time that thousands of workers, professiomald business people have marched alongside
students and political activists.

Despite the violent crackdown, Nepal's seven-papfyosition alliance has vowed to press on
indefinitely with the strike and its protests agaithe king.



http://www.nepalnews.com/archive/2006/apr/aprl15&8wphp
Police open fire at demonstrators in Gonganu, ovea dozen critically injured
nepalnews.com mk Apr 11 06

More than a dozen protesters were injured whenrgg@ersonnel opened fire at a demonstration
in Gongabu in Kathmandu Tuesday evening.

TV footages showed several injured demonstratargbeshed to hospital as violent clashes
between the police and the protesters went on.(QResis officials, some foreign volunteers and
police personnel carried the inured persons tapalans and other vehicles to be rushed to
hospital.

According to human rights monitors present on ttene, more than a dozen agitators were shot by
the riot police and the Armed Police Force (APFicadls as angry demonstrators threw stones at
the residence of police AIG Roop Safar Moktan ah@abu after unidentified persons reportedly
opened fire at the crowd from inside the house.

APF Senior Superintendent Madhav Thapa who wasrigdlde security forces refused to order his
men to halt fire despite several requests aftamalber of protesters were shot at, the rights atsvi
said.

Several rights activists and journalists were atgared as police indiscriminately charged batoins a
the crowd while dozens others were arrested fraptbtest that started soon after the daytime
curfew ended at 5:00 p.m.

The condition of a number of persons who have lbeelergoing treatment at Tribhuvan University
Teaching Hospital is said to be critical.

http://www.alertnet.org/thenews/newsdesk/DEL3018886.

Nepal relaxes curfew, fresh protests break out
12 Apr 2006 09:27:48 GMT
Source: Reuters

CRISIS PROFILE: What's going on in Nepal?
By Gopal Sharma and Y.P. Rajesh

KATHMANDU, April 12 (Reuters) - Nepal's governmesdid on Wednesday it was relaxing a
daytime curfew in the capital for the first timefine days as violent pro-democracy protests flare
across the country.

The restrictions had been imposed for several haaisy since Saturday in a bid to quell protests
called by Nepal's seven main political parties agfaKing Gyanendra's power grab 14 months ago.
But state television said the curfew would notrinpased on Wednesday, without citing any reason
for the move.



Demonstrators calling for the restoration of demaogrtook to the streets, with about two dozen
activists defying a ban on protests in the heakathmandu.

They shouted slogans and waved party flags befirglstopped by riot police. About half-a-
dozen were arrested, while the others were chasay lay police waving batons and protected by
riot shieds.

"Long live the democratic republic!" and "Down wilntocracy”, they had shouted before police
moved in.

Earlier, Tirtha Ram Dangol, a leader of the Ne@alhgress party, told protesters: "You will not run
away. You will not throw stones. This will be a raiolent protest.”

Witnesses said 30 journalists who had joined tlaéegts were arrested on Wednesday morning.
Businessmen, doctors and lawyers also vowed tah@mpro-democracy campaign, but despite the
protests, there were no immediate indications @kihg trying to defuse the crisis beyond the
curfew relaxation.

Instead, the royalist government has only hardéisgubsition and promised tough action against
demonstrators, accusing them of colluding with Macebels and attacking government forces.
HOSPITALS OVERFLOWING

The campaign, backed by Maoist insurgents, had Beerto end on Sunday but was extended
indefinitely as stringent security measures preseihig rallies against the king.

Professional groups have protested against theikitige past but they have rarely joined hands to
demonstrate together. Their plans to unite shoWwatldpposition to the king was growing, analysts
said.

Protests were also staged in towns and distridgdriKathmandu and residents reached by phone
said thousands of people had taken to the strgatssd the king, ignoring curfews in several
places.

Doctors said hospitals were flooded with patiestsne needing treatment for bullet wounds.

On Tuesday, troops shot at activists, wounding maftgr they burned tyres, chanted slogans and
clashed with police in Gongabu, a Kathmandu suburb.

It was the first time troops had opened fire in¢hpital during the latest anti-king campaign and
some of the wounded were feared dead, Nepali ngespaantipur reported.

The report could not be confirmed immediately. Ehpeople have died so far since the latest round
of protests began on Thursday, all of them outsfdie capital.

Reuters reporters who visited one Kathmandu hddpt&on Tuesday where activists wounded in
Gongabu had been brought, saw 39 people being@trégaan overflowing emergency hall.

Political parties say hundreds of protesters haenbnjured in the crackdown on the latest
demonstrations so far and more than 1,500 detained.

A government notice published in state-run Risirepal newspaper on Wednesday said the
authorities had banned strikes in 15 sectors imetpdanking, insurance, telecommunications,
hospitals, hotels, electricity and water supply.

Violators could be jailed for up to six monthssatid.

Gyanendra justified taking power in February 208%rsgy politicians had failed to crush a raging
Maoist revolt. But the turmoil in the troubled ratihas only worsened since.



The Maoist conflict has killed more than 13,000ecso far and wrecked the aid-and-tourism
dependent economy of one of the 10 poorest cosritrithe world.
International pressure has mounted on the kingndiohés crackdown and restore democracy.

The European Union, one of Nepal's largest donwged the king "to take an urgent initiative
to resolve the present problems by restoring deawycand by reaching out to all political forces
to initiate a dialogue for peace".

http://www.nepaleyes.com/read.php?topic=headlinds&910

Heavy clashes erupt in Gongabu
Nepaleyes Report

Kathmandu, April 12

The neighborhoods of Gongabu and Chabahil were teng uesday, the sixth day of the seven-
party general strike the whole day, with demonstginvolved in pitched street battles which left
scores injured and as many arrested.

According to an Associated Press report, policeneddire on pro-democracy protesters, leaving at
least 12 people injured in Gongabu.

Police entered into houses to ferret out demomggan the run, resulting in even housewives
facing the brunt at places.

Other places which witnessed demonstration by latgeber of people include Kalanki, Kirtipur,
Patan, Bhaktapur, Sanothimi, Chuchhepati and Ketesh

Towns like Madhyapur Thimi also saw demonstratiand police intimidation and arrests with
over 200 arrested in the capital alone.

The injured were being ferried to hospitals by Redss teams, while hospitals are finding it tough
to cope with rising numbers of patients.

Demonstrators defied curfew while riot police reirded by army troops either tried to contain the
irate crowd or fired rubber bullets leaving manyred.

While the riot police had to cope with over tenikand demonstrators in Kirtipur and Gongabu,
there were over five thousand people, includingseauaves who had assembled at Chabahil with
local leaders addressing them while police looked o

The day also saw army and police trucks ferryingpolice and army troops along Ring Road and
inner parts of the city. Things were quite explesat Maitidevi intersection in the morning with
protesters burning the effigies of regression aefyhe curfew.

Nepal Students’ Union activists defied curfew amaoktout rallies from Maitidevi, Baneshwor,
Chabahil, Gongabu, Kirtipur, Mangal Bazaar, Bhautagnd organized series of effigy burning
street protest programs.



Kshitiz Bhandari, central vice-president of NSU ttahcommittee was injured in the scuffle with
police. In a protest rally organized in Bhaktagdinarma Karki and Dipendra Budhathoki were
arrested while Ramesh Dangol, Krishna Bista and &dd&aj Tamang were seriously injured.
Himal Shrestha, central member of NSU, studentshfia Aryal, Bhuvan Magar and Om Thapa
were injured when cops intervened in the effigynng program and protest rally in Kirtipur.

http://www.asiamedia.ucla.edu/article-southasi€2papentid=42864

NEPAL: Crackdown in Nepal
Police arrest at least 30 journalists and 5 humaghts activists who were peacefully protesting for
press freedom and human rights

Times of India
Wednesday, April 12, 2006

Kathmandu --- The Nepal police on Wednesday made moests, including some 24 politicians
who were condoling the death of colleagues ana@fhpalists, despite lifting of day-time curfew in
the capital on the seventh day of the indefiniti-kimg strike.

Police in riot gear stormed a meeting called bySbeen Party Alliance for restoration of
democracy at Ratnapark in the heart of Kathmanduodorn four people killed in firing and other
violence in the course of the strike.

They also blocked the main entrance of Tundikhetr©@round, half a km north of the Royal
Palace, where the agitators were supposed to seyme condolence meeting.

King Gyanendra was not in the Narainhiti Palace iandcationing in the tourist spot Pokhra.

Those arrested include: Nepali Congress centrallme®hashanka Koirala, Nepali Congress
Kathmandu district president Tirtha Ram Dangol Biegpal Communist Party UML leader
Ramnath Adhikari, party sources said.

Police also baton-charged and fired tear gas sheAshon and Indrachowk when groups of
agitators shouted anti-King slogans demanding desagand civil rights.

They created obstacles at various places for atdiwho were heading towards the condolence
meeting venue.

After State-run television announced the liftingloé curfew, imposed last Saturday, the number of
security personnel deployed in the capital wascedu

Earlier in the day, police arrested at least 3@nalists and 5 human rights activists from peaceful
demonstrations to demand press freedom and huglats.ri



http://www.boston.com/news/world/asia/articles/2/0a613/nepal_police_fire_on_protesting_lawyers?méde

Nepal's King Gyanendra calls for dialogue
By Matthew Rosenberg, Associated Press Writerptil A3, 2006

KATMANDU, Nepal --Nepal's King Gyanendra broke kigence Friday after more than a week of
pro-democracy protests in which four people haeel dtalling for dialogue with opposition
political parties.

Thousands have filled the streets daily callingtfar restoration of democracy and ouster of
Gyanendra 14 months after he seized power. Matlyeofiemonstrations have deteriorated into
bloody clashes bewteen stone-throwing protestetsaaurity forces, who have responded with
tear gas, rubber bullets and, in some cases, hvauition.

In a message for Nepal's new year, Gyanendra dalteéthe active participation of all political
parties committed to peace and democracy," andj&i@ aaid the country should hold a general
election, although he did not specify a date.

The king's call for elections is in line with a dmaap back to democracy he announced shortly after
seizing power in February 2005. It has been rourgcted by his opponents, who demand that a
special assembly be convened to rewrite the caitistitand possibly limit his role, if he is given

one at all.

One opposition leader immediately dismissed thg'kinovertures as "meaningless."

"It follows the same roadmap he had last year andas not moved an inch from it," said Minendra
Risal of Nepali Congress Democratic party, addiveg these were his personal views.

Nepal's opposition -- along with a well-armed commmstiinsurgency -- argue that any elections
held under Gyanendra's rule would be neither foedair..

In the speech, Gyanendra did not mention the oppogrotests that have gripped the Himalayan
for nation for eight days, or the insurgency, whias left nearly 13,000 people dead in the past
decade.

Sentiment in this Himalayan nation is apparentiydbaing against the king.

Police on Thursday fired rubber bullets and tearajdawyers protesting royal rule in the capifal o
Katmandu while thousands of other demonstratorsinearto chants of "Hang King Gyanendra!”

Gyanendra said he took control of the country 14tm®ago to stamp out political corruption and
end the communist insurgency.

Many of Nepal's 27 million people at first welcontbée move. But the insurgency has since
intensified and the economy has worsened, fuehegliscontent seen in the protests that have
gripped Nepal since its alliance of seven maintjgali parties called for a general strike starting
April 6 to demand the king restore democracy.

The government has responded harshly, and the Hyaxalhaven has been transformed by scenes
of bloody, ragged protesters hurling bricks at@®knd soldiers through clouds of tear gas.



Four people have been killed by security forcaadiat the protesters and hundreds have been
injured. The U.N. has condemned Nepalese securitgx¥cessive use of force.

At an opposition rally on the outskirts of KatmarmluThursday, speaker after speaker called for

Gyanendra's ouster. A banner hung over the stagewhich opposition leaders spoke read "Long
live the democratic republic of Nepal” -- a strangssage from an alliance of political parties that
only months ago said they would settle for a comsbinal monarchy.

Thousands of people then marched up and downtatst&the ring road that skirts Katmandu,
chanting, "People and police come together! HamgkGyanendra!”

"We're going to march to the palace,” said onegstet, 23-year-old university student Gopal
Chandra "We're going to tear the palace down."

Earlier in the day, when about 500 lawyers cameobttie Nepal Bar Association's office, in the
heart of the Katmandu and just a few steps fromnapound of high-level government offices,
waving banners and shouting anti-government slaogans

The lawyers marched just a few yards before patiopped them, beat them with bamboo batons,
and fired tear gas and rubber bullets.

Two lawyers were hit by the rubber bullets and with a tear gas canister, said Radhika Ghimire,
a nurse at Model Hospital, where dozens of wounaesters were taken. At least 70 were also
arrested, the bar association said.

Peaceful protests that attracted thousands al&glace in other towns and cities. The opposition
vowed more demonstrations on Friday.

In New York, High Commissioner for Human Rights ismiArbour said she planned to notify the
U.N. peacekeeping department about abuses by Nepleces, who have taken part in
peacekeeping operations around the world.

The authorities, however, have begun easing dfienpast two days, and on Thursday lifted a night
curfew in Katmandu and restored cell phone servitech was cut seven days earlier to keep
protests from being organized. The governmendiftee daytime curfew Wednesday

http://www.alertnet.org/thenews/newsdesk/SP338Q8V.h

Nepal hopes king will act to defuse crisis
13 Apr 2006 04:04:37 GMT
Source: Reuters

By Y.P. Rajesh

KATHMANDU, April 13 (Reuters) - Nepal's embattlethlg returned to the capital after a nearly
two-month vacation and there are hopes he migherttak first move to defuse a violent campaign
against him, officials said on Thursday.



King Gyanendra returned to Kathmandu late on Wethnefrom the western tourist resort town of
Pokhara, a week after the Himalayan country cangestandstill after his opponents launched mass
protests seeking restoration of democracy.

The king is due to give his traditional messagthéonation on Nepali New Year day on Friday and
analysts and political foes hoped he might usetuasion to reach out to his opponents.

Protests against him are at their most intense diegrabbed power 14 months ago and he has
taken a hardline against demonstrators.

"If the king is getting his information correctlya if he is watching the situation correctly, the
common denominator in all the opposition against Isi that it is he who needs to take the
initiative to end this crisis," a Kathmandu-basguamat said.

"That is the opinion of the people, the politicalfees and the international community,” he said.
Some analysts said that the 58-year-old king,bidao buy time, could announce cosmetic changes
to his royalist cabinet or even a timetable foioral elections he has said will be held beforeilApr
2007.

But that was unlikely to satisfy the seven-partiaate against him, which wants multi-party
democracy restored and executive powers returnad &il-party government.

That appears unlikely for now.

Street protests against the king would continuglfereighth day on Thursday, the parties said,
adding their movement was growing stronger withermandinary people taking part and urged
businessmen, troops and government employeesto joi

"If they are punished by the government for joinihg protests the new government will protect
them,"” the alliance said in a statement.

"WOUNDED PROTESTERS MISSING"

Interest on bank loans of businessmen would alseddeed for the period of the pro-democracy
campaign, they said.

"We appeal to hospitals to treat wounded protestedstheir expenses will be paid by the
government after the restoration of democracy,y sad.

"The democratic government will take care of thaifees of those killed during the protests,” they
added.

Four people have been shot dead by troops and éamdrounded across the country over the past
week in clashes with riot police.

In one of the most violent incidents, more than #86ple were wounded, several of them
seriously, when troops opened fire and used rubbiets in a Kathmandu suburb on Tuesday, the
first time protesters had been shot at in the abgiiring the latest campaign.

One leading Nepali newspaper said on Thursdaylthaeople wounded in the incident were
missing while another put the number at 37.

Nepal, which has been battling a violent Maoisbtesince 1996, was pushed deeper into turmoil
in February 2005 when King Gyanendra sacked themowent and took power saying politicians
had failed to tackle the insurgency.

More than 13,000 people have been killed in theltewhich aims to topple the monarchy, and
Nepal's economy has been wrecked under its impact.



The rebels and the seven political parties formkxbse alliance last November under which the
Maoists are backing the latest anti-king campaigdditional reporting by Gopal Sharma)

http://ca.today.reuters.com/news/newsAtrticle.agpettopNews&storylD=2006-04-
14T071123Z_01_SP73123_RTRIDST_0_NEWS-NEPAL-COL.XML

Fresh protests in Nepal
Fri Apr 14, 2006 3:11 AM EDT

By Gopal Sharma and Y.P. Rajesh

KATHMANDU (Reuters) - Fresh pro-democracy protdstske out in Nepal on Friday despite
King Gyanendra's pledge to hold elections in the&layan kingdom, as activists said he offered
nothing new or substantive.

Groups of protesters took to the streets of théaapathmandu hours after the king's midnight
message, chanting "Gyanendra, thief, quit the egiand "Down with autocracy, end police
repression.”

Riot police arrested about 20 demonstrators, lmretivas no violence.

Political parties leading the movement againsikihg were quick to reject his offer for elections,
saying the monarch's message -- broadcast atatie@tthe Nepali Hindu New Year -- would not
defuse the fierce campaign in which four peopleshasen killed and hundreds wounded in the past
week alone.

"If the king doesn't listen to the voice of the pkx | can only say, 'god save the king'," Girija
Prasad Koirala, president of Nepal's largest malifparty, told Reuters in an interview.

Nepalis had hoped the king's traditional new yeassage would contain some new steps to ease
tensions but it was largely a repeat of earlienpses to hold elections by April 2007. He sacked
the government and assumed total power in Feb2G0g.

"It is our wish that in order to re-energize muydéirty democracy there should not be any delay in
reactivating all representative bodies throughtelas,"” the king said.

"May the efforts at ensuring sustainable peacema@aningful democracy in the interests of the
nation and the people bear fruit during the new .yea

Although an alliance of Nepal's seven main politp=ties has yet to formally react to the king's
overtures, senior leaders said his offer was tte,ltoo late.



"He did not address the problem of the nation,Hoaikl have done that," said Koirala, 84, a four-
time prime minister.

"There is no change (in his stance), all he haagéd are only his words. We will start our
agitation as usual and it will go on till the sosignty of the people is not returned."”

NOTHING NEW
Sher Bahadur Deuba, who the king sacked as theeprimister, said he had offered nothing new.

"He is not willing to reconcile with the oppositidrne told Reuters. "The battle will go on. There
will be chaos, violence, riots, for a few monthsadew years."

That sentiment was echoed on the streets. "l dida'the king's speech,"” said taxi driver Keshav
Khatiwada, who was watching one of the protestg His only raised false hopes, there will be no
peace."

In his message, the 58-year-old monarch made poergfe to the mass campaign against his rule,
which has brought the impoverished country, wedggd/een India and China, to a standstill.

He also made no mention of Maoist rebels who haemn liighting since 1996 to topple the
monarchy and have joined hands with mainstreantigadlparties to form a loose alliance against
the king.

More than 13,000 people have been killed in theistaevolt which has wrecked the aid and
tourism dependent economy.

In New York, the top U.N. human rights official dahe was shocked by the "excessive" use of
force by Nepal's security forces against pro-deamgcprotesters, warning the government its
participation in U.N. peacekeeping missions cowddffected.

"l remind the government of its international oblign to respect the right of peaceful assembly,
and | remind its security forces of their obligatiim use only minimum necessary force," Louise
Arbour, the U.N. high commissioner for human riglstsd in a statement.

Nepal currently has some 3,500 troops and polidi.N. peacekeeping missions around the
world, making it the fifth largest contributor aftBangladesh, Pakistan, India and Jordan.

King Gyanendra sacked the government and seizeémovirebruary 2005 saying political leaders
had failed to quell the Maoist insurgency and Hoty-delayed national elections.

Nepal, the world's only Hindu kingdom, traditioryationsiders its monarch as a reincarnation of the
Hindu God Vishnu. But King Gyanendra is regardedrany as one of the most unpopular rulers
in the history of the country for his crackdownmmo-democracy campaigners.



http://today.reuters.co.uk/news/newsArticle.aspp@tyworldNews&storylD=2006-04-
14T071255Z_01_SP73123 RTRUKOC_0_UK-NEPAL.xml

Fresh protests in Nepal
Fri Apr 14, 2006 8:13 AM BST

By Gopal Sharma and Y.P. Rajesh

KATHMANDU (Reuters) - Fresh pro-democracy protdstske out in Nepal on Friday despite
King Gyanendra's pledge to hold elections in them&layan kingdom, as activists said he offered
nothing new or substantive.

Groups of protesters took to the streets of théaapathmandu hours after the king's midnight
message, chanting "Gyanendra, thief, quit the egiand "Down with autocracy, end police
repression”.

Riot police arrested about 20 demonstrators, lmaretivas no violence.

Political parties leading the movement againsikihg were quick to reject his offer for elections,
saying the monarch's message -- broadcast atatie@tthe Nepali Hindu New Year -- would not
defuse the fierce campaign in which four peopleshasen killed and hundreds wounded in the past
week alone.

"If the king doesn't listen to the voice of the pkx | can only say, 'god save the king'," Girija
Prasad Koirala, president of Nepal's largest malifparty, told Reuters in an interview.

Nepalis had hoped the king's traditional new yeassage would contain some new steps to ease
tensions but it was largely a repeat of earlienpses to hold elections by April 2007. He sacked
the government and assumed total power in Feb2G0g.

"It is our wish that in order to re-energise myléirty democracy there should not be any delay in
reactivating all representative bodies throughtalas,"” the king said.

"May the efforts at ensuring sustainable peacemna@aningful democracy in the interests of the
nation and the people bear fruit during the new .yea

Although an alliance of Nepal's seven main politpaties has yet to formally react to the king's
overtures, senior leaders said his offer was tte,ltoo late.

"He did not address the problem of the nation,Hoaikl have done that,” said Koirala, 84, a four-
time prime minister.

"There is no change (in his stance), all he haagéd are only his words. We will start our
agitation as usual and it will go on till the sasignty of the people is not returned.”



NOTHING NEW
Sher Bahadur Deuba, who the king sacked as theeprimister, said he had offered nothing new.

"He is not willing to reconcile with the oppositidrne told Reuters. "The battle will go on. There
will be chaos, violence, riots, for a few monthsadew years."

That sentiment was echoed on the streets. "l dida'the king's speech,"” said taxi driver Keshav
Khatiwada, who was watching one of the protestg His only raised false hopes, there will be no
peace."

In his message, the 58-year-old monarch made eeergfe to the mass campaign against his rule,
which has brought the impoverished country, wedggd/een India and China, to a standstill.

He also made no mention of Maoist rebels who haem bighting since 1996 to topple the
monarchy and have joined hands with mainstreantigadlparties to form a loose alliance against
the king.

More than 13,000 people have been killed in theistaevolt which has wrecked the aid and
tourism dependent economy.

In New York, the top U.N. human rights official dahe was shocked by the "excessive" use of
force by Nepal's security forces against pro-demamcprotesters, warning the government its
participation in U.N. peacekeeping missions cowddfected.

"l remind the government of its international oblign to respect the right of peaceful assembly,
and | remind its security forces of their obligatiim use only minimum necessary force," Louise
Arbour, the U.N. high commissioner for human riglstsd in a statement.

Nepal currently has some 3,500 troops and polidRik).N. peacekeeping missions around the
world, making it the fifth largest contributor aftBangladesh, Pakistan, India and Jordan.

King Gyanendra sacked the government and seizedmpaviFebruary 2005 saying political leaders
had failed to quell the Maoist insurgency and Hoty-delayed national elections.

Nepal, the world's only Hindu kingdom, traditioryationsiders its monarch as a reincarnation of the
Hindu God Vishnu. But King Gyanendra is regardearany as one of the most unpopular rulers
in the history of the country for his crackdownmmo-democracy campaigners.



http://www.lemonde.fr/web/article/0,1-0@2-3216,3&2049@51-726692,0.html

Un peuple contre un roi : manifestations et émeutese succedent au Népal

LE MONDE | 15.04.06 | 13h03 * Mis & jour le 174 07h26
KATMANDOU ENVOYE SPECIAL

Un roi de droit divin, muré dans ses certitudes) tBastrologie, obsédé par le tantrisme hindou et
la magie noire et qui refuse de céder aux injonstide son peuple lui demandant de rétablir la
démocratie : Sa Majesté Gyanendra Bir Bikram Shai, Bbi du Népal, ci-devant réincarnation de
Vishnou régnant sur le royaume himalayen, fait agiui I'unanimité contre lui alors que se sont
multipliées depuis une semaine de violentes maaiiess destinées a le faire plier.

Le Népal est un vieux pays dont le calendrier estv@nce sur le reste du monde : aprés ces jours
de gréves, de couvre-feu a répétition et de vislafftontements avec les forces de sécurité qui ont
fait au moins quatre morts et des centaines deddagans tous le pays, les habitants de Katmandou
avaient cependant pu souffler un peu, vendrediiiff an fétant I'entrée du royaume dans I'année
2063...

Samedi 15 avril au matin, lendemain du Nouvel AatrKandou était de nouveau paralysée.
L'opposition a appelé a la poursuii@imitée” du mouvement. Des taxis ont été brdlés en vilte pa
des militants s'efforcant de faire respecter lesigmes de greve générale. Tout le monde prévoit

ici une nouvelle semaine "chaude". La démocratiemse parentheses depuis que Gyanendra s'est
emparé des pleins pouvoirs, féfévrier 2005. Le Parlement a été dissous, |'aétides partis
politiques suspendue, et leurs responsables réguént emprisonnés ou placés en résidence
surveillée.

Depuis des mois, la situation ne cesse de se oiteét les partisans du mouvement pro-
démocratique, emmenés par une alliance des septgaux partis du pays, sont passés a
I'offensive.

lls réclament une nouvelle Constitution, exigerg ¢pimonarque réinstaure les libertés politiques et
le Parlement dans ses droits avant I'organisatamodivelles élections législatives. Pour ce félse,

se sont mémes alliés, depuis novembre 2005, auecdanemis de la guérilla maoiste qui, il y a
exactement dix ans, ont commencé a mettre en gegpee la plupart des campagnes du royaume.

Mais 13 000 morts plus tard, et en dépit de leucsds militaires, les chefs maoistes semblent avoir
compris qu'ils ne pourraient pas s'emparer du poypan la force. Aujourd'hui, ils ont changé de
tactique et font cause commune avec leurs advessd@s partis démocratiques, qu'ils avaient
combattus lorsque ces derniers étaient encore @wpoSi personne ici ne fait trop confiance en
leur parole, I'espoir ténu d'une réconciliationcasles extréemistes qui ont juré de renverser la
monarchie pour établir ulgouvernement du peuplédit malgré tout son chemin.

Le roi Gyanendra a promis qu'un scrutin légisiatifait lieu en 2007, mais n'offre aucune garantie
aux partis politiques quant a l'impartialité dedasultation. Vendredi, dans son discours du Nouvel
An, il a appelétous les partis politiques au dialogueh ajoutant quénotre souhait est que la
démocratie multipartite soit mise en pratique aves des élections généralet"appel du

souverain, dont la formulation vague induit quéleede rien sur le fond, a été aussitot rejet&emr
adversaires : Arjun Narsingh, I'un des responsahigsarti du Congres népalais, la principale
formation politique, a estimé que cette déclaratida aucun sens et ne répond pas aux problemes
auxquels fait face le pays"



Jeudi, dans le faubourg de Gangapu, théatre dented échauffourées et de tres brutales
répressions policieres en début de semaine, Ipsnmisables du parti du Congrés et les communistes
de I'Union marxiste-léniniste avaient organisé wgetimg qui a réuni plusieurs milliers de

personnes. La, dans un terrain vague dominé paaleasses de maisons en construction, la foule a
hurlé, comme elle le fait depuis des jout¥ive la démocratie ! A bas l'autoritarisme ! A Hagoi

I" Non loin, sur le petit périphérique ceinturant Katrdou, police armée en uniforme bleu et
militaires en tenue camouflée s'étaient déployéere. Un véhicule blindé stationnait a I'entrée

du quatrtier.

"IL NE COMMET JAMAIS D'ERREUR"

"La tactique du pouvoir est d'empécher la formatil@ncorteges pouvant marcher vers le centre et
le palais royal; explique Prakash Sharan Mahat - membre du padiahgrés et ancien ministre
des affaires étrangeres du dernier gouvernemenbcté@tgue avant l&coup d'Etat royadl. "Si le
peuple atteint le coeur du pouvaoir, le roi sait qien sera fini de la monarchie !"

Assis sous un dais de toile protégeant les oragtburMahat ajoutait ‘Il faut prendre conscience
gue ce mouvement réunit toutes les couches deigt&otoutes les professions, du secteur privé
aux fonctionnaires en passant par les professéess;ommercants, les ingénieurs, les avocats, les
journalistes. Le probléme est que ce roi arrogdrarabitieux risque de vouloir tenir jusqu'a la
derniere minute."

Gyanendra est arrivé au pouvoir par hasard er20@i, aprés que son frére ainé, lI'ancien roi
Birendra, eut été massacré au fusil d'assaut avegmnande partie de sa famille par son fils, le
prince héritier, au terme d'une soirée bien arrdsés le palais royal. L'actuel souverain, un ancie
homme d'affaires que rien ne prédisposait pourassie telles fonctions, fait désormais
l'unanimité contre lui"Voila un roi qui s'était fait fort de se montrinomme de la situation pour
combattre les maoistes, et qui aujourd'hui prendrpible la société civile et tous ceux qui croient
en la paix et la démocratie. C'est incroyabletémpéte Kunda Dixit, rédacteur en chef de
I'hnebdomadair@&épali Times

Diplomatiquement isolé, laché par les Américainsayaient armé ses troupes pour l'aider dans sa
guerre contre les maoistes, sous pression de Hunimpéenne et des Nations unies, Gyanendra
espere que le temps jouera pour lui et que le nmamefinira par s'émousser. Vendredi, lors d'une
conférence de presse, le ministre de l'informat&imish Rana, a eu ces mots définitifMon roi

ne commet jamais d'erreur !"

Bruno Philip
Article paru dans I'édition du 16.04.06

http://permanent.nouvelobs.com/etranger/200604154181 .html

La contestation enfle contre le roi Gyanendra

NOUVELOBS.COM | 15.04.06 | 16:11

L'opposition a refusé de dialoguer avec le monafgyenendra, vendredi 14 avril. La situation
reste critique, apres neuf jours de manifestations.



U ne malédiction lIégendaire veut que la dynasticnSlaNépal s'éteigne apres 11 générations. Elle
a pourtant atteint la douziéme avec l'actuel mamarfgyanendra.

Mais aprés neuf jours de manifestations souvemenies contre le souverain, qui ont vu des
milliers de personnes scander "pendez le roi!terasavoir combien de temps Gyanendra pourra
s'accrocher a sa couronne ornée de joyaux, plumpaah et poils de yak.

La contestation pro-démocratique enfle chaquedans le petit royaume himalayen de 27 millions
d'habitants. Pourtant Gyanendra ne semble pas pedioncer aux pleins pouvoirs dont il s'est
emparé en février 2005, quinze ans apres que eondiné eut rétabli la démocratie a la suite
d'émeutes.

Offre de dialogue refusée

Vendredi 14 avril, alors que le Népal célébrairiNge de 2063, Gyanendra a répété dans son
message du nouvel An son offre d'un dialogue dappdsition et de la tenue d'élections. Des
offres une nouvelle fois rejetées par ses advesaiui l'accusent, avec I'appui de la communauté
internationale, de vouloir consolider son emprisels pouvoir.

Tard vendredi soir, les sept principaux partis plgition ont rejeté les appels au dialogue lancés
par le souverain. "Nous avons décidé d'appliqugrdae générale. Le mouvement semblait se
calmer ces deux derniers jours mais cela va chanpartir d'aujourd’hui”, a souligné samedi 15
avril Subash Nemwang, du Parti communiste.

Assemblée extraordinaire

L'opposition a Gyanendra exige la réunion d'unerab$ée extraordinaire chargée de réviser la
constitution et de limiter, voire supprimer, lesigoirs du roi.

"Nous ne sommes pas des paysans stupides qui daestla boue", explique Yubaraj Baral, un
commercant de 34 ans, qui a participé aux mantfesta "ll pense qu'il peut ignorer le peuple”,
dénonce-t-il, rappelant que le souverain a passgixepremiers jours de manifestation en
villégiature a Pokhara. "C'est pourquoi nous allensier".

Gyanendra, frére du défunt roi Birendra, est meaotde tréne en 2001 quand le prince héritier
Dipendra, a abattu son pere et la majeure parsemdembres de sa famille, avant de se donner la
mort. Un drame qui a exacerbé I'aura mystique deyauté.

Quatre ans plus tard, Gyanendra s'est emparé dwipoaffirmant vouloir remettre de I'ordre sur la
scene politique et écraser l'insurrection maoigieadait prés de 13.000 morts au cours de la
décennie écoulée. Il a fait dissoudre le Parlen@mprisonner ses adversaires, interdire toute
critique du souverain, du gouvernement et de I'armé

Quatre morts

La réponse violente aux manifestations des derjoars n'a fait qu'alimenter le ressentiment
populaire. Quatre personnes sont mortes sous lles bias forces de l'ordre et des centaines
d'autres ont été dispersées sous les coups degomatra

L'extréme richesse de Gyanendra dans ce pays engola@ pauvreté n'a pas amélioré son image.
Avant de monter sur le trone, il était un hommdfaliaes impitoyable, impliqué dans le tourisme, le
thé et le tabac. Aprés le massacre royal, il abé&ité de la majeure partie de la fortune fanalial
Le mouvement de contestation remet en cause uneroioe médiévale qui présente le roi comme
une réincarnation du dieu hindou Vishnou.

Les traditions restent profondément ancrées, aigpabmme dans le reste du royaume, et
Gyanendra, élevé chez les jésuites, consulte B¥guatient astrologues et oracles. "Mon roi ne fait
jamais d'erreur”, expliquait vendredi 14 avrilpdnistre de I'Information Shrish Sumshere Rana
devant les journalistes.



Mais la contestation va plus loin que I'opposit#bo@yanendra, juge Yubaraj Ghimire, rédacteur en
chef du respecté hebdomadaire "Samay". "Mémelsiit@donne demain le pouvoir, la question de
la nécessité de la monarchie restera posée". (AP)

http://news.moneycontrol.com/india/news/topindiasg&palprotestsintensifylittleviolence/resultsvigmamfinsurance
taxnriinterviewsceocommentspressreleases/marketStrticle/608/999999

Nepal protests intensify, little violence
2006-04-15 17:23

KATHMANDU (Reuters) - Thousands of people staggd@democracy protest in Kathmandu on
Saturday, the largest turnout in Nepal's capitadesihe latest campaign against King Gyanendra
was launched.

About 8,000 people gathered in the Kalanki suburlthe western outskirts of the city, chanting
slogans as they sat cross-legged on the road.

"Down with autocracy, restore democracy," they séduwaving red flags of protest as riot police
watched. Onlookers in nearby shops and houseseatheer

At another place in the city, police charged wigttdms to break up a protest by local journalists an
arrested at least a dozen people, witnesses saidra journalists were hurt, they said.

Just hours earlier, one of the top leaders of tbeement vowed to step up protests but said
activists would remain peaceful and non-violent.

At least four people have been killed and hundreaisnded since an alliance of seven political
parties launched a general strike 10 days agogibgrthe impoverished Himalayan kingdom to a
standstill.

Amrit Kumar Bohra of the Communist Party of NegdML), who is wanted by police, said anger
against the king had mounted after his Nepali Ne&rfnessage to the nation on Friday repeated
previous promises and contained no new initiatives.

"We will further intensify our strike," he told R

s at a hideout in the capital. "We will make it m@ffective and more people will come out on the
street. We are not afraid of the suppression amdepression.”

Asked what effect this could have on the peoplesdid: "The general strike will cause some
inconvenience to the people, but the royalist regisncausing bigger problems.

"Therefore let's bear trouble for some more time @stablish peace and democracy and that will
usher in prosperity for ever."

Very little traffic was on the streets of KathmarmluSaturday, but several shops were open.
Crowds thronged to vegetable and fruit sellerhendity of about 1.5 million, stocking up for what
could be a long drawn-out campaign.

"We are trying to make our protests more and meexeful,” said Gagan Thapa, a student activist
on the street in Kalanki. "We have to be carefaduse we are being infiltrated by government-
sponsored vigilantes."

Asked how long the campaign could last since bmtéssappear unlikely to back down, he said:
"This is the people's movement and history shoveplgenever lose. We have the confidence we
are going to win, but it may take time."

Gyanendra, who sacked the government and seizetusdpower 14 months ago, promised on
Friday to hold elections by April 2007. But he Isasd so before, and has made no response to
demands that he immediately allow a representgtivernment to take charge and end the
crackdown on political parties.

Nepal, the world's only Hindu kingdom, launched tmpdrty democracy only in 1990, after a
sustained campaign against Gyanendra's predea@ssdrother, King Birendra.



Gyanendra came to the throne in 2001 after thew@#frince Dipendra shot dead nine royals
including his parents in a drug and drink fuellade before turning the gun on himself.

In February 2005, the current king sacked the gowent, saying corruption was rampant, and that
it had not been able to counter a spiralling Maabellion.

At least 13,000 people have been killed since tlaeists launched an armed movement in 1996
against the monarchy. They have now formed a labisance with the political parties opposed to
the king.

http://www.cbsnews.com/stories/2006/04/16/ap/wongihD8H1AIQ01.shtml

Nepal Capital Short on Food and Fuel

KATMANDU, Nepal, Apr. 16, 2006

(AP) The Nepalese capital ran low on fresh food and fuel

Sunday because of a general strike that shut diegvnity, and thousands of angry pro-democracy
demonstrators clashed with police firing rubbedddsl|

The emboldened opposition urged Nepalis to stongagxes to the government of King
Gyanendra, who responded by further banning potesthe capital's outskirts.

Sunday's pro-democracy rallies across the Himal&yagdom attracted tens of thousands of people
and were the biggest since opponents of Gyanemndsasdictatorship began their campaign of
protests and a nationwide strike that has cut efidd's cities for 11 days.

The rallies included small protests in Katmandotgist hub and commercial heart _ the first in the
capital's center, where rallies are banned.

Still, Gyanendra appeared unready to relinquishgvawer this mountain kingdom that has long
attracted Western hippies in search of Easteritsaiity and mountain climbers looking to scale
peaks like Mt. Everest.

His government extended the ban on demonstratotigetoutskirts of Katmandu and the suburb of
Lalitpur, where many rallies have been held.

In Katmandu, many of the capital's 1.5 million desits struggled to find everything from fresh
vegetables to gasoline.

"l pushed my motorcycle all the way here. | havechoice but to wait for hours to get petrol,” said
Sundar Thapa as he lined up at one of the few gpsrstations.



Customers could only buy about $4 worth of gasokém®ugh for about a gallon. At most stations,
signs read: "No petrol, no diesel.”

The prices for what few vegetables could be foumkhrisen fivefold since the strike started April
6, and the prices of chicken and mutton have dauble

"We have not had a single truck come in the pastays. Whatever we are selling was what we
had in stock, or grown locally in Katmandu," vedi¢avendor Raj Maharjan said at the city's
Baneswor market.

He had no green vegetables and was running lovwotatges and onions. There also was a scarcity
of water buffalo meat, popular with Hindu Nepalisswdo not eat cows because they are
considered sacred.

Gyanendra seized power in February 2005, sayingekded control to restore political order and
end a communist insurgency that has killed nea@|®0d0 people in the past decade. The rebels are
backing the opposition campaign.

The protests are the worst since Gyanendra's naoethe opposition sought to increase the
pressure Sunday, appealing to Nepalis to stop pagixes, custom duties, interest on loans from
state banks and even their electricity, phone serand water bills with state-run utilities.

They also urged the estimated 1.6 million Nepaleseking abroad to stop sending money home.
The $1.2 billion in remittances have in large gt the economy afloat.

Sunday's biggest rallies took place in two neighbods on the outskirts of Katmandu. One
attracted 15,000 people and was peaceful.

However, the second, in the Balkhu neighborhoodederated into a running battle between
protesters and police.

About 10,000 people marched along the ring roadisgiKatmandu for hours when riot police
massed to stop them. The protesters then chargeafftbers, who responded with a volley of tear
gas and rubber bullets that sent most people fieein

But a hardcore group, mainly students, retreatéd the hills overlooking the road, hurling stones
and shouting obscenities at police in a skirmistt giretched across terraced rice patties andilaste
into the night.

"I'll find you and kill you in seven generationgihe officer shouted after firing rubber bulletaat
protesters about 20 yards away.

The demonstrators responded with an obscene gestdmnore rocks.

The opposition said 13 people were wounded by nubbkets and dozens of others were injured
by baton-wielding police. About 30 people were sied.

Thousands participated in at least a half-dozearstprotests in Katmandu, while marches in the
cities of Pokhara and Bharatpur attracted aboutIDpeople each, officials and Nepali media
reported.

Police also arrested about 20 journalists who wes&esting to demand press freedom and the



release of about a dozen journalists detainedniiegi demonstration the day before.

In Thamel, the capital's ordinarily throbbing tatifiub, dozens of shop owners, hotel workers and
trekking guides burned tires and taunted policeagktreets lined with shuttered stores that usually
sell trinkets, traditional fabrics and pirated DVV\Ds

"The king is killing our work, we have not enouglstomers," said C.V. Shresthra, a 36-year-old
trekking guide.

Tourism is Nepal's second-largest foreign exchaageer, but visitor numbers have dropped from
an estimated 500,000 in 1999 to 275,000 last year.

Four people were arrested at the protest, whichaé&td dozens of curious backpackers, many of
whom snapped photographs.

Associated Press reporter Binaj Gurubacharya danéd to this report.

MMVI The Associated Press. All Rights Reserved.sTinaterial may not be published, broadcast,
rewritten, or redistributed.

http://www.liberation.fr/[page.php?Article=375254

Au Népal, le roi n'est plus sacré

16 avril 2006 (Reuters - 09:52)
par Raju Gopalakrishnan

KATMANDOU - Pendant des siecles, les rois issusadgynastie des Shah, au Népal, ont oscillé
entre monarque absolu et figure tutélaire respetii@echangement survenant en général apres des
périodes de violence effrayante.

Aujourd’hui le roi Gyanendra, 12e de cette dynamti@ouvoir depuis la moitié du XVlle siecle, est
confronté a des manifestations quotidiennes diitésii son pouvoir, et beaucoup en sont a se
demander s'il va rester sur le tréne.

"Gyanendra, voleur, quitte le pays", est le crraleement de dizaines de milliers de personnes qui
manifestent sans relache pour dénoncer sa mairsige pouvoir. Un tel slogan aurait été
impensable il y a quelques années: les membres dighstie des Shah étaient vénéreés, dans le
royaume himalayen, en tant que réincarnations e kiindou Vichnou.

"Ce genre de respect da a la tradition est firgtinee Yubaraj Ghimire, rédacteur en chef de
I'hebdomadaire népalais Samay. "Quelque chosadstia de se produire.”

Gyanendra n'est peut-pas le seul fautif. L'aurehigye qui entourait auparavant le roi a été
malmenée en 2001 par le massacre lors duquelieephiéritier Dipendra a tué, au palais, neuf
membres de la famille royale, dont ses parents)tal@retourner son pistolet contre lui. Il agissai
sous I'emprise de la drogue et de I'alcool.



"Cet incident signifie clairement que les gens gaes vénérons comme des dieux prennent de la
drogue et tuent leurs parents”, estime Ghimire.'¢Quce qui les distingue des criminels de droit
commun ? Ca a été un tournant.”

Le roi Gyanendra n'était pas en ville a ce momaned il a succédé a son frere, le tres respecté ro
Birendra.

Malgré une réputation d'homme d'affaires implacalyknt des intéréts dans le tabac et le jeu - il
possédait, a ce moment-1a, le plus grand hétehoadi pays - le roi Gyanendra semblait bénéficier
d'une relative bienveillance, a son égard, de fafation, qui était apparemment prét a lui donner
une chance de rétablir le prestige de la monarchie.

UN MYSTERIEUX MASSACRE

Mais en quatre ans, il a limogé le gouvernemeptistles pleins pouvoirs en invoquant la
nécessaire lutte contre l'insurrection maoistefa@ant, il est revenu sur la décision de son frére
d'autoriser différents partis et de faire du Népa monarchie constitutionnelle, en 1990, a l'issue
de manifestations ou quelque 300 personnes ontéraumort.

La colere contre le roi Gyanendra est attisée & @ar des soupgons sur son absence de
Katmandou au moment d'un massacre qui, bizarrermé&muargné son fils, le prince héritier Paras.

"Ce fut une occasion manquée", estime Ghimire gt du roi. "ll appartenait a la famille royale
mais il ne s'attendait pas a devenir roi, donait'atssi un roturier. Il aurait pu donner une rediev
impulsion a la monarchie."

Le Premier ministre qu'il a limogé, Sher Bahaduul®e brosse de lui un portrait peu améne.

"Par nature, ce n'est pas un démocrate"”, dit-#Lget du monarque et de sa promesse d'organiser
des élections avant avril 2007. "Il dit une chosesn en fait une autre. J'ai fait ce que j'ainpais
son plan n'était pas de s'en tenir a un réle deangoie dans une monarchie constitutionnelle."

Pour lui, les troubles, les émeutes et les violempoairraient se poursuivre encore pendant des
années. Quatre personnes au moins ont été tudes e¢ntaines d'autres blessées lors des
manifestations de ces derniéres semaines, etrigssfde I'ordre ont procédé a des centaines
d'arrestations.

Selon lui, le seul moyen de mettre fin au régimealGyanendra serait d'obtenir pour cela le
soutien de I'armée, qui l'appuie actuellement.

"Je ne souhaite pas que I'armée serve d'armego@itiontre le roi", assure I'ancien Premier
ministre. "Mais, aprés tout, ils sont responsati®snt le peuple."”

L'armée est réputéee fatiguée de lutter contredeslies maoistes, dont l'insurrection a entrainé la
mort de 13.000 morts depuis 1996.



http://www.lalibre.be/article.phtml?id=10&subid=83& id=280688

Six blessés par balles
AP

Mis en ligne le 16/04/2006

La police népalaise a tiré dimanche des ballesaentchouc contre des manifestants pro-
démocratie qui défilaient dans les faubourgs derldatou, faisant au moins six blessés. La
manifestation rassemblant environ 10.000 persos@eleroulait sans incidents depuis plusieurs
heures quand la police est soudainement intervédegemanifestants ont jeté des pierres sur les
policiers qui ont répliqué a coups de batons dirant des balles en caoutchouc. Six personnes se
sont effondrées apres avoir été touchées, a céngigihotographe de I'Associated Press. Les
blessés ont été rapidement évacués vers les hdpitau

Une dizaine de rassemblements ont par ailleursigi@lés dans la capitale ainsi que dans d'autres
villes du pays, selon les autorités et la pressaléo La police a interpellé une vingtaine de
journalistes qui réclamaient le rétablissementadékrté de la presse. La gréve générale a lI'appel
de l'opposition est entrée dimanche dans son orzjeun et la capitale Katmandou est confrontée a
des pénuries de produits frais, de gaz et d'essAncen camion de ravitaillement ne peut rentrer
dans la ville. Selon les commercants, les légumaes ént disparu de leurs étals. Seuls quelques
magasins sont encore ouverts.

"Nous n'avons pas vu un seul camion au cours das aderniers jours. Nous vendons ce que nous
avions déja en stock ou qui peut étre cultivé artéaidou”, explique Raj Maharjan, en vendant
guelques oignons au marché de Baneswor. Les psikrdies et IéEgumes ont de fait été multipliés

par cing, tandis que ceux du poulet et du moutdrdonblé. En outre, il devient de plus en plus
difficile de se procurer du gaz. Seuls quelquescudds circulaient dans les rues de la capitale
dimanche. La gare routiére centrale était déséyimus n‘avons aucun départ pour les longs
voyages. Des milliers de passagers sont bloqué&sustne savons pas quand la gréve se terminera”,
confie un chauffeur de bus, Ramesh Gurung, en jawancartes avec ses collegues. Selon
l'aviation civile, la majorité des vols intériewgsinternationaux sont maintenus, mais peu de
Népalais ont les moyens d'acheter un billet d'avion

La contestation pro-démocratique enfle chaquedans le petit royaume himalayen de 27 millions
d'habitants et les manifestations contre le roir@yara sont quotidiennes depuis le 6 avril, date a
laguelle une alliance regroupant sept partis d'spipo a lancé un mot d'ordre de greve géenérale.
Mais Gyanendra ne semble pas prét a renoncer ainsglouvoirs dont il s'est emparé en février
2005, quinze ans apres que son frere ainé eutiné@aemocratie a la suite d'émeutes.

http://www.newkerala.com/news2.php?action=fullneves& 3041

Nepal king's image takes a beating
Posted on 17 Apr 2006 # IANS

By Sudeshna Sarkar, Kathmandu: Time was when tb®gtaphs of the king and queen of Nepal
adorned the homes of their loyal subjects, hotetssthops. But following the 16-month, iron-hand
rule of Gyanendra, the king's public image hasnakbeating.

Besides the photographs of security forces clashitigangry protesters, demonstrators burning



tyres on streets and hurling stones at policemmhil@gousands of people raising anti-king slogans,
a new image is being circulated through Nepal today

Called "King Gyanendra's real face", it depicts laisna huge figure towering over a scene of
violence and unrest. A man lies bleeding on theestwhile riot police lead a charge. The scene is
watched with horror by an injured child whose fecemeared with blood.

Smoke from teargas shells and fire billows overltaglefield-like scene and against this backdrop,
the gigantic figure of King Gyanendra watches thaas with a pleased smile, playing a large flute
that could also be a truncheon.

The image is all the more shocking when one corsittt@t Nepal's constitution puts the royal
family above the law - they cannot be tried in aoyrt of justice - and traditions dictate that they
would not be depicted in any cartoon.

Though a mass uprising in 1990 ended absolute mloypand established a multiparty democratic
system in which the government was chosen throlegiens, it was still known as 'Shree Panch
ko Sarkar' - the government of Shree Panch, tleediitthe king.

About two years ago, when a Nepali magazine usenhguter-manipulated image of King
Gyanendra, it was the first graphics of its kind aras strongly criticised by royalists.

However, the image of the king in people's minds dteanged rapidly in the time that King
Gyanendra has ruled Nepal after seizing power thighhelp of the army.

The new image of the king's "real face” comes aféseral scathing statements by the independent
media and protesters likening Gyanendra to Romagresin Nero, who according to legend was
playing the fiddle when Rome burned.

As anti-king protests started mounting this mottik,slogans have also been increasingly attacking
the king and not just autocratic monarchy.

Placards and banners wielded by protestors achadertg of looting the nation and stashing away
state money in Swiss banks and call him a murderer.

At the same time, Maoist insurgents have declarfeesh war on the monarchy.

Leknath Neupane, the underground leader of thdg'dimnned student union, said his organisation
would intensify its attacks on the statues of kingesent and past.

He said the group would also replace all signbosaymng "His Majesty's government" with the
"Nepal government” and launch an agitation to clkeahg names of all educational institutions
named after kings and queens.

Tribhuvan University, the oldest and best knowrvarsity in Nepal named after the king's
grandfather, Mahendra Sanskrit University, the si@anskrit university named after the king's
father, and Ratna Rajyalaksmi Campus, named &feekihg's mother, are some of the institutions
the rebels want to re-christen.



http://www.edicom.ch/fr/news/international/indexgfidindex=270&idContent=1057668

17 avril 2006 - 16:11
La police tire contre des manifestants dans le sutl Népal: un mort, cing

blessés

KATMANDOU (AP) -- La police népalaise a ouvert keuflundi sur des manifestants a Nijgadh
dans le sud du Népal, faisant un mort et cing BEesselon un responsable local.

Les manifestants défilaient le long de la prinagpaenue de la ville située a 120km au sud de la
capitale Katmandou lorsque les forces de sécunit®@wavert le feu pour disperser la foule, a ajouté
le responsable qui a requis I'anonymat. Un marifest été tué et cing autres ont été blessés
gravement.

A Katmandou, la police a tiré des balles en caauclet des gaz lacrymogénes lors d'une
manifestation qui a rassemblé quelque 10.000 prespifiaisant plusieurs blessés, a-t-on constaté
sur place.

La contestation pro-démocratique enfle chaquedans le petit royaume himalayen de 27 millions
d'habitants et les manifestations contre le roir@yara sont quotidiennes depuis le 6 avril, date a
laquelle une alliance regroupant sept partis d'siipn a lancé un mot d'ordre de gréve générale.
Mais Gyanendra ne semble pas prét a renoncer ainsglouvoirs dont il s'est emparé en février
2005, quinze ans aprés que son frére ainé eutinétdémocratie a la suite d'émeutes. AP

/v

http://www.examiner.com/a-80031~Nepalese_Forcee_Bim_Demonstrators.html

Nepalese Forces Fire on Demonstrators
By BINAJ GURUBACHARYA, The Associated Press

Apr 17, 2006 8:43 AM (4 days ago)

KATMANDU, Nepal - Security forces in a southern town shot inteaavel marching on the
main highway to protest Nepal's royal dictatordfiipnday, killing one and wounding five, a local
administrator said.

The shooting was the fifth time in recent days geaurity forces have opened fire on
demonstrators demanding that King Gyanendra repem@ament. Five people have been killed.

Few details were available about the bloodshedijgaldh, which is about 75 miles south of
Katmandu, the capital of this Himalayan nation. Tdeal official, who spoke on condition of
anonymity because he was not authorized to spe@ptoters, said the wounded were in serious
condition.

The official said the Nijgadh area is a stronghafid/laoist rebels who have been fighting since
1996 for a communist state and have lately haweathitheir support behind the protest campaign
begun April 6 by seven major opposition parties.

Demonstrations have spread to most cities and tawNgpal. A general strike has kept most
trucks off the roads, leaving Katmandu low on frésbd and causing the government to ration
fuel.



The king was scheduled to meet with former primeistérs at the royal palace Monday to
discuss the crisis, independent Kantipur Televisaid. The meetings came a day after the king
talked with ambassadors of the United States, ladchChina.

Opposition parties involved in the protests sa&l/thad not been invited by the king.

"We have not been asked by the palace, and even dire called for the meeting we will not go,"
said Krishna Sitaula, a senior member of one pahgpali Congress.

The government expanded a ban on demonstratidtgtmandu to include the outskirts of the
capital and the suburb of Lalitpur, where manyiealhave been held. But thousands defied the
order and took to the streets in the suburban &easlay.

There was a heavy police presence but no repodissiies. Earlier, police fired several rounds of
tear gas and beat up protesters at the tourisbhihamel in Katmandu.

With many markets closed by the lack of truck dalies, the government said Monday that it was
deploying armed escorts for trucks carrying fodd e capital and offering cash incentives to
drivers who defy the strike in Katmandu.

Officials also forced several Katmandu serviceietastto open and distribute rationed gasoline
and diesel fuel.

Some 50,000 people joined demonstrations acrosalepSunday in the biggest outpouring
since opponents of Gyanendra's seizure of powarbagampaign of protests and a nationwide
strike April 6.

The biggest rallies took place in two neighborhoodtside Katmandu. One attracted 15,000
people and was peaceful. Another, in the Balkhghi®rhood, degenerated into running clashes
between protesters and police.

About 10,000 people marched along the ring roatiskieis Katmandu for hours but then riot
police massed to stop them. The protesters chdhgeafficers, who responded with a volley of
tear gas and rubber bullets.

The opposition said 13 people were wounded by nubbkets and dozens more were injured by
police clubs. About 30 people were arrested.

In Thamel, the capital's ordinarily throbbing tatrub, dozens of shop owners, hotel workers and
trekking guides burned tires and taunted policagktreets lined with shuttered stores that
usually sell trinkets, fabric and pirated DVDs.

"The king is killing our work. We have not enouglstomers," said C.V. Shresthra, a 36-year-old
trekking guide.

Many of the capital's 1.5 million residents struegjto find fresh vegetables, gasoline and other
goods.

"I pushed my motorcycle all the way here. | havechoice but to wait for hours to get petrol,”
said Sundar Thapa as he lined up at one of thef®m gas stations.



The prices for what few vegetables could be fouad fisen fivefold since the start of the strike,
and prices for chicken and mutton doubled.

"We have not had a single truck come in the pastalys,” said Raj Maharjan, a vegetable vendor
at the city's Baneswor market.

Gyanendra seized power in February 2005, sayingekded control to restore political order and
end the communist insurgency that has killed neE3|900 people in the past decade.

The protests over the past two weeks have beendrst since Gyanendra's move, and the
opposition sought to increase the pressure Sungapealing to Nepalese to stop paying taxes,
custom duties, interest on loans from state ban#éseaen their utilities.

They also urged the estimated 1.6 million Nepaleseking abroad to stop sending money home.
The $1.2 billion in remittances have in large gt the economy afloat.

http://rwor.org/a/044/nepal-mass-upsurge.htm

Nepal: Mass Upsurge Against the King
Revolutionary Worker Online, IL - Apr 17, 2006
U.S. Up To No Good

by Li Onesto

Revolutior#044, April 23, 2006, posted at revcom.us

Tens of thousands of people have taken to thetstie®lepal. An alliance of seven political parties
called for a four-dayandh a general strike, starting on April 6, aimed agaKing Gyanendra's
autocratic feudal monarchy. And as we go to presamil 17, there have now been daily days of
demonstrations in the capital city of Kathmandu enbwns and cities throughout the country.

Leading up to April 6, the government tried to stbe strike by banning rallies and public
gatherings and arresting hundreds of people. Doziepsople were arrested at a rally in defiance of
the ban on April 5. And the police attacked a rallyournalists and physically disabled people,
organized by the Nepal Journalist Association. 8cforces also carried out raids on the homes
of opposition leaders and arrested many oppoSHobiNiSts.

But despite such repression, thousands took tetthet on the first day of the strike, in Kathmandu
and in other cities and towns. Normal life was ctetgly paralyzed, with shops, commercial
centers, schools, and other businesses closedeapdlew vehicles in the streets. A thousand people
were arrested across the country on this firstaldlie strike.

Tens of thousands continued to take to the steset after the end of the four-day strike that had
been called for. In the first five days of protesitere were demonstrations in over 70 districts. O
April 7, more than 50,000 people took to the sg@eiChitwan, in the Terai area near the Indian
border. In different areas, roads have been blobkdalrning tires and tree logs. Huge numbers of
riot police have been deployed against the protasishere have been daily clashes with protesters
burning cars and hurling stones and bricks at g#gdorces. The police are using tear gas, rubber
bullets and regular bullets, injuring many. At lefmir people have been killed and dozens have
been injured by bullets. Thousands have been adgsicluding children.



Fourteen months ago, on February 1, 2005, King &ydra declared a state of emergency,
dissolved the parliament, sacked the prime ministed suspended many constitutional rights. This
was a desperate move by Gyanendra, who has beblewozrush the People’s War led by the
Communist Party of Nepal (Maoist). The CPN(M) betsair armed struggle against the
government in 1996, now control some 80 percetii@tountryside, and have set up base areas
ruled by new revolutionary forms of government.r(Fwmre on the People's War in Nepal go to
revcom.us/s/nepal.htm).

In spite of a brutal counterinsurgency by GyanesdRayal Nepalese Army—backed by political,
financial, and military support from the United &g India, and the UK—the People's War has
continued to grow and expand and this is what bathe stage for the current demonstrations
called for by the parliamentary parties.

The Maoists supported the four-day strike andtliosé days, suspended armed operations in and
around Kathmandu. The third day of the strike,Mfa®ist People's Liberation Army (PLA)
assaulted a Royal Nepal Army base in the centnali Tegion. About a dozen army barracks were
destroyed and some two dozen Royal Army personaes killed and a large quantity of weapons
were seized.

The CPN(M) reports that there have been dozensceht military actions by the PLA, including
the seizure of district headquarters, commandaksiand frontal battles—carried out in the
western, central, and eastern regions of the cpu@tr April 6, the PLA took over Malangwa, the
district headquarters of Sarlahi in the easterrili@tains) region. The action left dozens of
security personnel dead, and dozens injured. Athefgovernment offices were destroyed and
some of the officers including the security foreese taken into custody. Some 125 prisoners,
most of them political prisoners, were releasedftbe prison.

Throughout the world—whether in Iraq or Los Angeleslicopters are used against the people, and
in Nepal, the RNA has been using them to drop boamoisfire on PLA soldiers and ordinary

people. On April 6, when an RNA helicopter flewarlalangwa, ground fire from the PLA

brought it down in flames, killing 10 Royal Armyfafers. This is the first time the PLA has taken
out an RNA helicopter.

The growing protests throughout the country arewaguful indication of how much King
Gyanendra is isolated and widely hated by a wigetspm of people in Nepal. And it is significant
that the government's increasing brutality has fudjed the anger and determination of the people
who have continued to defy the ban on protestdfagalace’s "shoot on sight" warnings.

Students have been a big part of the demonstratiboser the country. Dozens of journalists have
been arrested at rallies organized to protestriesteof journalists. Human rights activists
monitoring demonstrations have been arrested. Wingers, actors, musicians, comedians, and
poets staged a march against the atrocities ajakernment and performed anti-government skits,
they were attacked by the police with bullets, g8, and batons.

Farmers and workers are joining the protests, paidsants traveling from their villages to towns
and cities to demonstrate. In one town a list dicppsoldiers and vigilantes engaged in violent
repression has been circulated and residents geel mot to rent to such persons.

Women's groups, professors, and lecturers havenaeghaprotests. The Nepal Medical Association
mobilized doctors to demonstrate. Engineers, lagyyand accountants have taken to the streets in
the thousands. Government office workers have dtagek stoppages and sit-ins.



The police attacked a sit-in of white collar praiesals, arresting and beating more than 50 people.
When a memorial was held for protesters killedhsygovernment, thousands of security were
deployed to arrest and beat people.

Security forces are firing indiscriminately at damstrators, attacking with teargas, wounding
hundreds. In Kathmandu alone, on one day, more2B8rwere injured, including people hit by
bullets. After security forces entered the dornméeiof student doctors at a teaching hospital and
beat them, doctors and health workers across tingtigoprotested by wearing black armbands.

Students at Kanchanpur’s Siddhanath Science Cabgye®tted classes, set up burning tire
barricades around the campus and declared theydwotitake exams until the andolan
(movement) succeeds. The students took over this iato the campus and declared the campus
off limits to the police.

Right now in Nepal, there is a very complex sitoiatin which there are various forces—with
different interests and agendas—contending and avani@&g. And throughout all this, the United
States has continued to act on its staunch poghetrithe Maoists must not be allowed to win.”
The U.S. has officially put the Communist PartyN&ipal (Maoist) on their “terrorist list,” despite
the fact that the politics and practice of the CRMN¢learly has nothing in common with groups
like Al Qaida. The United States has backed a boatanterinsurgency against the People's Watrr,
with millions of dollars, thousands of automaticagens and military training. U.S. Ambassador to
Nepal James Moriarty has repeatedly urged the mmaam parliamentary parties to unite with the
King to defeat the Maoists. And he has harshlyaiziéd them for working together in any way
with the Maoists.

Now, in a situation where Gyanendra may not be tbl®ld on to power, the U.S. is maneuvering
to ensure an outcome that will be in its interestertinuing to agitate that the Maoists are an
illegitimate political force. News reports say tihdodriarty has been meeting with leaders of the two
main parliamentary parties, the Nepali CongressGiPN-UML. And on April 10, the U.S. urged
Gyanendra to hold talks with the opposition parties

On April 7, Richard A. Boucher, Assistant SecretarySouth and Central Asian Affairs, addressed
the Confederation of Indian Industries. In a reggoto a question about the U.S. position on Nepal,
Boucher said: “These are nasty people, the MaarstsAnd | think we need to work as much as we
can to pressure the King to restore democracyn¢owwage the parties to stay together and to come
up with a workable, functioning democracy. And ®dble to expunge the Maoists from Nepali
society. | think it's very much the attitude of gowments in the region including India, and we've
had some very good discussion today about howuarae those goals.” Later Boucher added,
“Our diplomats are in touch with everybody in Katdmmadu, all the players, the political parties and
the King, delivering very strong messages | thin&rg day and coordinating with other countries
who are represented there.”

In such a situation, there is the real possibditgven more direct intervention by the United &at
in some form—which would be very bad for the masggseople in Nepal.

The involvement and efforts by U.S. in Nepal areatmwut “restoring democracy.” They are about
maintaining a state rule, in whatever form and Imatever political parties, which is subordinate to
foreign domination and will enforce the underlymgpnomic and social relations of oppression in

Nepalese society that serve the interests of iral&m.



http://www.thepeninsulagatar.com/Display_news.asgtRsn=World_Newsé&subsection=Philippines+%26+Soétsi+
a&month=April2006&file=World_News200604172249.xml

Nepal parties call halt to tax payment

Web posted at: 4/17/2006 2:2:49
Source ::: AFP

KATHMANDU:Nepal’s sidelined political parties catlfor a
massive pro-democracy protest in the capital onrdday and
urged citizens to stop paying taxes and utilitystib help bring
down the royal government.

“We appeal to people from all walks of life to peipate in the
mass demonstration on April 20,” a coordinating oattee for
seven major parties said in a statement.

A Nepalesgoliceman injured durir

a clash between government sect
forces and protesters is being carried
“As a part of a non-cooperation movement agairesetitocratic away in Kathmandu yesterday
royal government, we call upon the tax payers oagiay any kind

of taxes to the government and also for consumartorpay anything for water, electricity,
telephone or other services.”

The call was made on the 11th straight day of e$riknd protests against King Gyanendra’s seizure
of power 14 months ago. The stoppages have crehtethges of food and fuel in the capital and
sent prices soaring.

The parties also called on Nepalis working abraelalt remittances to family members for the
time being.

In the last fiscal year, Nepalis officially sentckane billion dollars and another billion dollars
through informal channels. The remittances areialtfar the economy along with tourism and
farming.

The parties also urged a boycott of businesses @wyn¢he king and the royal family, including a
five-star hotel and a tobacco company, and askadrdmuntries to halt aid which accounts for a
major portion of the annual budget. They asked Btaokbels with whom they have formed a loose
alliance to join the latest move to force the kingestore democracy.

Yesterday, gasoline was scarce and there werdilmggyat the army and police-run pumps, the
only ones still open. Prices for vegetables haweeesbon dwindling supplies.

The parties ousted when Gyanendra sacked the goeetrstarted the latest strike on April 6. It
included a unilateral ceasefire by the rebels enddwpital.

The protests have since snowballed into daily dastven though riot police have used tear gas,
rubber bullets and baton charges against demooistrat

The government initially tried to prevent largedsgarotests by banning public gatherings, calling
day and night curfews, cutting mobile phones anshding up hundreds of political activists.



Under the sustained pressure, the king last Fiaddgd for elections and police have shied away
from enforcing a ban on all gatherings.

Around a dozen hotel and restaurant workers weesi@d after more than 1,000 protesters took to
the streets in the tourist area of Thamel. Othallsrallies were staged in the capital and on the
main ring road. Opposition parties said the denratishs were growing.

“Our movement will continue until we achieve ouratg People across the country have shown
their support to our ongoing movement,” said YogBkhttarai, a spokesman for the Communist
Party of Nepal (Unified Marxist Leninist).

The call for a general strike meant public transp@s unavailable yesterday, with inter-city and
local bus stands deserted and almost all businekss=d. Housewife Rajnai Kumar said the price
of onions rose to Rs.100 a kg from Rs.25 two dags a

http://challengestempsreel.nouvelobs.com/internatiarti_ 35063 18511.html

Un cinquieme manifestant tué par I'armée au Népal

Challenges.fr | 17.04.2006 | 14:31

KATMANDOU (Reuters) - Un manifestant a été tué gas tirs de I'armée népalaise lors d'une
manifestation contre la monarchie

dans la ville de Nijagadh, 200 km a I'est de Katdoan

Il s'agit de la cinquieme personne a trouver latrdepuis le

début, il y a 12 jours, des émeutes contre le pioasolu du roi Gyanendra. Des centaines d'autres
manifestants ont été blessés.

REUTERS - Danish Ismail
Des manifestant jettent des pierres sur des pddiéi&Katmandou. Un manifestant a été tué par des
tirs de I'armée népalaise lors d'une manifestattorire la monarchie dans la ville de Nijagadh, 200
km a I'est de Katmandou.

http://www.nepaleyes.com/read.php?topic=headlinds&960

Protester killed in Bara, hundreds injured in nationwide protests
Nepaleyes Report

Kathmandu, April 18



Hiralal Gautam, 28, of CPN-UML was killed while nedthan six others were injured, two of them
seriously, as police opened fire against protestoBara on Monday.

Among the critically injured are Shiva Hari Rimalho received a bullet in his eye and Sudhir
Aryal who was hit in the abdomen. All the injure@ andergoing treatment in Narayani Sub-
regional Hospital.

According to a press release issued by Defensesiiyron the same day, the security personnel
had opened the fire against protestors as theynu@a vandalizing government and public
property and tried to torch Agricultural Developm&ank even after security personnel fired seven
blank shots to control the mob.

In the scuffle four Royal Nepalese Army, one ArnfRaalice Force personnel, eight Nepal Police
personnel were also injured.

Meanwhile at least ninety protesters were injure@reabahil-Chuchepati area as riot police baton-
charged and tear gassed demonstrators, and fipbeémrbullets to disperse them for defying the
government's prohibitory order.

The injured are receiving treatment at Om Hospitel Medicare Hospital. Police have rounded up
over 12 protesters from the rally.

Similarly, clashes between security personnel aotepters in front of the CPN-UML office at
Balkhu left some agitators injured. Protestors \adizdd two taxis and a motorbike. Police arrested
protesters, Ram Chandra Tiwari, Deepak Khatri, Riskari and Dev Timilsina from there.

In Itahari, Simara, Kalaiya, Narayangarh, Birgi®gmechhap, Bhairahawa, Rautahat, Pyuthan,
Lamjung, Hetauda, Lekhnath and Nepalgunj also ptets and security personnel clashed which
left hundreds of people injured.

http://www.alertnet.org/thenews/newsdesk/DEL630.htm

Nepal events reaching a climax, say diplomats
18 Apr 2006 17:10:52 GMT

Source: Reuters

Nepali riot police take shelter from the rain naaiosed shop in Kathmandu April 18, 2006.
Nepal's political parties urged people on Sundastdp paying taxes and international donors to
halt aid to the royalist government as an anti-mcdmacampaign widened dramatically.
REUTERS/GOPAL CHITRAKAR

(Adds international rights groups))



By Gopal Sharma

KATHMANDU, April 18 (Reuters) - Anti-monarchy praséers kept up the pressure in the Nepali
capital on Tuesday despite bad weather as diplosaadsthe movement against King Gyanendra
appeared to be reaching a climax.

It was the 13th day of a general strike and pratastpaign launched by a seven-party political
alliance which wants the king to restore multi-gatémocracy.

Hundreds gathered in various parts of Kathmandutged to start a procession, but police blocked
them. No one was hurt.

Outside the capital, police fired rubber bulletbteak up protests in two towns, injuring about a
dozen, witnesses said.

At least five people have been killed and hundrsedsnded in police action against protesters
during the campaign, which has brought the impebhed nation to a standstill.

Food and fuel in the capital is running short angea against Gyanendra is mounting.

Diplomats said time appeared to be running outffermonarch.

"We could see him toppled if he doesn't do sometimrthe next few weeks or days," said one. "I
am very afraid we are moving into a revolutionatyation.”

One flashpoint could come on Thursday at masesatialled for by the parties, which have vowed
to bring out hundreds of thousands of people orstieet.

On Sunday, the king held talks with the U.S., Ce@éand Indian ambassadors and indicated he
could meet some of the protesters’' demands. Digkszad they knew of no specifics.

"He has to hand over power to the political partidse diplomat said. "And if he does not, it's not
looking good.”

Although the powerful army remains loyal to thedgiprotests are spreading from the street to the
civil service. Home Ministry officials held a densiration at their offices on Tuesday and about a
dozen were arrested, witnesses said.

The United States and India, Nepal's giant neighbdwave both called repeatedly for the restoration
of democracy.

Gyanendra came under further pressure on Tuesdawy thiree top human rights groups called for
international sanctions against the monarch andNeymli officials, accusing them of being
"impervious to the suffering” of the Nepalese peopl

"He (the king) and his officials have been resploliesior serious human rights violations, including
the arbitrary arrest and detention of thousandsit€s, torture and ill-treatment of detaineeg ...
Amnesty International, Human Rights Watch and ttiterhational Commission of Jurists said in a
statement.

INDIAN ENVOY

In another sign of mounting pressure, New Delhil $aglian Prime Minister Manmohan Singh was
sending a special envoy to Kathmandu on Wednesday.

The envoy, Karan Singh, a member of parliamentfander ambassador to the United States, was
expected to meet with the king, an Indian Foreignisfry statement said.

"The purpose of my going there really is to medhwie king, to meet with the leaders of the
political parties, to assess the general situatibich, as you say, is deteriorating very rapidly,"”
Singh, who is related to Gyanendra by marriagé, ttoeé Indian TV channel NDTV.



"It is not our intention to interfere in the intafraffairs of another country but the last thingttive
would want is for Nepal to dissolve into chaos hesealndia's vital security interests are involved,
our human interests are involved, there's an opettel between Nepal and India and our
commitment to parliamentary democracy is there."

The president of the Asian Development Bank (ADHBruhiko Kuroda, urged the international
community to remain engaged with Nepal and saibitld be premature for donors to consider
any suspension of aid to the impoverished kingdom.

"We have to be very careful because people arersugf" Kuroda told Reuters in Manila.

King Gyanendra sacked the government and assurfigubfver in February 2005, vowing to crush
a decade-old Maoist revolt in which more than 13,p8ople have died.

He has offered to hold elections by April next ydart activists say he cannot be trusted and should
immediately hand over power to an all-party govezntn

The Maoists have formed a loose alliance with wiéipal parties and have not launched any
attacks in the Kathmandu Valley since the stathefprotests.

Under a deal with the parties, the Maoists haveejto join the political mainstream once the
royalist government is overthrown.

"It is no more a movement by the seven politicatipa or anybody, it has become a popular
movement," Maoist chief Prachanda and his depupuBam Bhattarai, said in a joint statement on
Monday. "All it needs is a final push.” (Additionaporting by Y.P. Rajesh in NEW DELHI and
John O'Callaghan in MANILA and Richard Waddingtardeneva)

http://www.asiamedia.ucla.edu/article-southasie&?papentid=43433

NEPAL: One protestor killed, over 100 injured in naionwide pro-democracy
demonstrations on Monday
Security personnel injure journalists at pro-denamyr demonstrations

Nepal News
Tuesday, April 18, 2006

AsiaMedia Editor's NoteReportsare unclear as to whether the lifting of the stat@mergency on
April 30 allows for press freedom, and thus Nepatmenay still be operating under theectives
of King Gyanendra.

One protestor was killed and over 100 injured wéecurity forces intervened pro-democracy
demonstrations in various parts of the country amdlay, the 12th day of the general strike called
by the seven party alliance (SPA) demanding restoraf complete democracy bringing an end to
the autocracy.

One CPN-UML activist Hiralal Gautam was killed aalgbut half-a-dozen protestors injured, two
critically, after security personnel opened firaiagt demonstrators who were organizing a protest
rally in Nijgadh of Bara district.



In the capital, protestors defied the governmemtéibitory orders by organizing rallies, gathesng
and sit-ins in various parts of the Valley on Monda

At least 90 protesters were injured at Chabahil¢Dlepati area as riot police baton-charged
demonstrators, teargassed them and fired rubbtdtd disperse the protestors for defying the
government's prohibitory order.

The injured have been admitted to nearby Om Hdsgité Research Centre and Medicare hospital.
Police have taken into custody dozens of prote$tons the protest rally. The NC said over a dozen
of its workers were rounded up.

In an attempt to foil the rally, the governmentisg a prohibitory order on Sunday banning protest,
procession and sit-ins within the Ring Road and i2@@ers from the Ring Road.

Demonstrations and torch rallies were also takerabBhimsengola, Bouddha, Kapan,
Maharajgunj, Balaju, Ason, Sitapaila, Kirtipur, Bat Kupandol, Thimi, Sitapaila and Kalanki.

Clashes in front of the CPN-UML office at Balkhitlsome of the agitators injured. Protestors
vandalized two taxis and a motorbike there. Paicested four leaders, Ram Chandra Tiwari,
Deepak Khatri, Rishi Tiwari and Dev Timilsena fréhe protest programme.

In Buddhanagar and Ghattekulo, women took outlg bainging steel plates.

Civil servants of various ministries also joinee iro-democracy movement and organized protest
programme inside the ministry premises on Monddwe @mployees of Supreme Court also joined
the stir by organizing sit-in at the court premig@sone and half an hour.

In Itahari, at least fifty demonstrators and hadfoaen policemen were injured during the clash
between security forces and the protestors. EveiNdgpal Red Cross volunteers, who were
involved in the treatment of the injured, were mamtied by the police.

Meanwhile, the police manhandled journalists rapgron the police intervention in a torch rally.
Half a dozen journalists were injured.

In Simara, two dozen protestors were injured git#ice intervened in a protest rally.

In Kalaiya, at least 24 agitators were injured whehce intervened in a rally and beat up
protesters. The police also fired four rounds aiber bullets. Around 300 women staged a rally
carrying plates, brooms and ladles.

Meanwhile, security forces escorted some vehidmsgathe highway.

A report from Narayangarh said four agitators wepered when security forces fired bullets at
them at Rathanagar municipality. The RNA men whoevescorting vehicles from Hetauda,
opened fire at Tandi Bazaar while clearing the Maina Highway. A security source said the
forces opened fire after agitators stoned the REWcle.

In Birgunj, over a dozen activists were injured wipslice intervened in a demonstration. Police
also beat up civilians at Mina Bazaar, GhantaghdrAdarsha Nagar.



In Ramechhap, the agitating parties staged a neassily at Manthali. Three agitators were hurt
when the police intervened.

Women in Sindhupalchowk also staged a rally.

In Bhairahawa, students burnt an effigy of reg@ssit Buddha Chowk. Employees of the Nepal
Electricity Authority, Bhairahwa, staged a pen daostrike.

Rallies were also held in Nawalparasi. In Rautap@bple from different walks of life took out a
rally at Gaur.

In Pyuthan, the Nepal Ranger Association, Nepag$tdbuard Association, Civil Servants'
Association and Local Development Employees Assiotiastaged a sit-in at the District Forest
Office premises.

In Lamjung, a rally was led by former Indian andtiBh Army personnel at Besi Sahar. Rallies
were also held in Hetauda.

In Lekhnath, the RNA used loudspeakers to warriang against taking out rallies saying Maoists
had entered the municipality. However, thousandseople staged a rally at Sisuwa.

In Nepalgunj, 20 demonstrators, including UML'sadfsecretary Hem Raj Giri and district
president of People's Front Nepal Mahendra Bahlidiwat, were injured in police action. The
police also fired blank shots to disperse the crowdumla.

The Panchthar chamber of commerce and industryoatsmmised a protest rally.

http://www.canada.com/topics/news/world/story.hin®78e7988-f986-42d2-b592-8413cde3b54a&k=3185&p=2

Nepal imposes curfew in resort town, police arres250 university
professors

Binaj Gurabacharya, Canadian Press
Published: Wednesday, April 19, 2006

KATHMANDU, Nepal (AP) - Police arrested some 250uamsity professors Wednesday for
demonstrating against Nepal's king in defiance airdew imposed to quell pro-democracy protests
that have plunged the Himalayan country into crisis

The royal government imposed the curfew in the grestesort town of Pokhara, a day after
thousands of protesters clashed with police. State€Radio Nepal said anyone violating the
daylong curfew would be shot.

Elsewhere Wednesday, protests erupted in a souténwdswn where a woman died after being hit
by a tear gas shell a day earlier, an official s8ltk was the sixth person to be killed by security
forces in two weeks of violent protests to agaiKisty Gyanendra's rule.



The crisis began April 6 when an opposition allafeunched a general strike to demand the king
restore democracy. Gyanendra seized direct poweydar, arguing the move was needed to
restore political order and crush a Maoist insucgahat has left nearly 13,000 people dead.

In Pokhara, the professors were rallying peacefutign police stopped them, loaded them into
trucks and drove them to detention centres, saghKa Adhikari, who was among the professors
arrested. He said police did not open fire dedpigeorder to shoot curfew violators.

"We condemn the police breaking our peaceful ralyhikari said by cellular phone from the
detention centre.

The woman who died was among thousands of prosestes stormed a monument being built for
King Gyanendra in the town of Nepalgunj. She dred hospital Tuesday evening, said Binod
Adhikari, the chief government administrator in drea.

Adhikari said security forces were compelled to s@me force to bring the situation under control.
Two policemen were also critically hurt in the ¢las

He said there were fresh protests Wednesday tegirthte woman's death.

White House Press Secretary Scott McClellan rendw8d appeals on Gyanendra to restore
democracy, warning the unrest in the country "asily worsen."

"Arrests and violence accompanying the pro-demguot&enonstrations only add to the insecurity
and compound the serious problem facing Nepalfbliereporters.

On Tuesday, Nepal's royal government summonedAnfbassador James Moriarty to protest
comments the envoy has made on the crisis.

The strike has forced shops to close and vehiolstaly off the streets for 14 straight days in the
Himalayan kingdom, causing shortages of food ahdratecessities in the capital, Kathmandu.

Drivers on Wednesday lined up at gas stationsearcity, and shoppers searched for cooking gas
after armoured military vehicles escorted a convayying the capital's first supplies since the
unrest began.

Twenty-three trucks and buses on Tuesday broudbadity needed salt, bananas, potatoes and
onions, as well as kerosene and gasoline.

In a sign that government workers have also begynublicly defy Gyanendra, 25 Home Ministry
employees walked out of work Tuesday, chantinglanty slogans. All were arrested, along with
three journalists covering the protest, an offisaild on condition of anonymity for fear of
retribution.

The strike and protests form the worst unrest Giydreehas faced since his power grab. Although
many of Nepal's 27 million people at first suppmstieis power seizure, an increasing number are
frustrated by the intensifying insurgency and fatig economy.



http://www.liberation.fr/[page.php?Article=375984

Huit morts en deux semaines d'émeutes au Népal
mercredi 19 avril 2006 (Reuters - 15:00)

KATMANDOU - Les émeutes antiroyalistes ont faitmoins trois nouveaux morts ces dernieres
48 heures au Népal, portant a huit morts le bitéal lepuis deux semaines.

Au moins deux manifestants ont été tués lors diigdmsade tirs avec la police mercredi a
Chandragai, a 600 km a I'est de Katmandou, appvargk source officielle. Selon un journaliste
local, il y aurait eu quatre morts au total dartteceille.

La veille, une femme atteinte au visage par uneagte lacrymogene lors d'une manifestation a
Nepalgunj, a 500 km a l'ouest de Katmandou, auvait@mbé a ses blessures.

Plusieurs centaines de personnes ont été bledsdes eentaines arrétées depuis le début des
manifestations contre l'absolutisme du roi Gyanamdpour le rétablissement du multipartisme.

Le roi du Népal a limogé le gouvernement et asslesipleins pouvoirs en février 2005, en
promettant d'écraser une insurrection maoiste it plus de 13.000 morts en dix ans.

Les sept partis politiques militant contre la mah&s ont promis de faire descendre jeudi des
milliers de personnes dans les rues.

Le monarque fait I'objet de pressions internatiemdengageant a céder a leurs revendications. Les
Etats-Unis et I'Inde figurent parmi les puissangana appelé le roi a rétablir la démocratie.

Signe que le monarque pourrait céder a ces prassemleaders de deux des sept partis impliqués
dans les manifestations - le Parti communiste €blegrés népalais - ont été libérés mercredi a
Katmandou.

http://www.lexpress.fr/info/infojour/reuters.asp2iB702&1335

jeudi 20 avril 2006, mis a jour a 13:42

Les manifestants antimonarchistes dispersés a cougs feu
Reuters

La police népalaise a ouvert le feu sur des mdllger manifestants antimonarchistes descendus dans
les rues de Katmandou a I'appel de sept partipdsifion, en dépit du couvre-feu diurne destiné a
les en empécher, faisant trois morts et une quairentie blessés, rapportent témoins et secouristes.

- i |
© Reuters

“La police a tiré aveuglément”, a rapporté Kundayad, un militant des droits de I'homme qui a
aidé a transporter les victimes a I'népital. "Ceufui tir nourri”, a-t-il ajouté.



Une dizaine de manifestants au total ont été tapsid le début, il y a deux semaines, des
manifestations contre le roi Gyanendra, qui a Sappfa démocratie pluraliste et s'est attribué tous
les pouvoirs en février 2005 en jurant d'écraserguerilla maoiste qui a fait 13.000 morts en 10
ans.

Avant de tirer a balles réelles, les policiersfaittusage de balles de caoutchouc et de gaz
lacrymogenes pour tenter d'empécher une dizaimeilders de manifestants de marcher sur le
centre de la capitale a partir de sa banlieue aleeKialanki, faisant au moins une dizaine de
blessés, rapportent des témoins.

“Le roi a peur du peuple, c'est pour cela quthpasé le couvre-feu. Si nous ne violons pas le
couvre-feu, il ne va pas céder. Nous tenteronsigllenter de le faire”, déclarait une manifestante
de 47 ans, Gaura Prasai.

La mesure est en vigueur depuis 02h00 du matiumsguja 08h00 du soir, heure locale, et les forces
de sécurité ont pour consigne de tirer a vue surdontrevenant. Journalistes et diplomates, y
compris les ambassadeurs, ont recu l'ordre desiegotir dans les rues.

De ce fait, le centre de la capitale était déserdijet seules y circulaient des patrouilles decob

et de militaires. En revanche, des rassemblemépakants se sont formés en divers points de la
banlieue.

"PAS UN CHAT"

Dans le faubourg de Maharajgunj, des policiers@migutes et des soldats armés de fusils faisaient
face sous un soleil de plomb a une vingtaine dieemsilde manifestants scandant: "Que veut le
peuple? Il veut une république démocratique!”.

Aucune violence n'y était immédiatement signalégisra situation demeurait extrémement tendue.
On apercevait dans la foule des femmes avec dasterdans les bras. Des balcons en surplomb,
des habitants jetaient de I'eau pour rafraichimasifestants

Devant le palais royal de Narayanhity, dont leBegriétaient closes, une automitrailleuse était en
faction. Dans l'artere habituellement la plus amimdé la capitale, Durbar Street, tous les magasins
étaient fermés. Les clients des hétels se sonttendire de sortir. "Je ne vois pas un chat dans la
rue”, a ttmoigné un habitant de New Road, le qeradiés affaires.

A Bhaktapur, une ville proche de Katmandou égaldreens couvre-feu, des centaines de
personnes sont descendues dans les rues mais@mnalkit aucun incident.

Bien que le régime ait libéré mercredi deux respbles politiques, rien n'indique qu'il soit prét a
céder a larue et I'un des deux bénéficiaires deelsure, le chef du Parti communiste Madhav
Kumar, a appelé a la poursuite du mouvement "jascpique le peuple retrouve sa pleine
souveraineté”.

Le roi a offert d'organiser des élections avanil 2007 mais les partis d'opposition ont dit ne pas
lui faire confiance et réclament la mise sur piedhiediate d'un gouvernement représentatif de tout
le spectre politique.

Des pressions extérieures s'exercent aussi susrangue pour qu'il rétablisse la démocratie,
notamment de la part de I'Inde voisine, dont lerfee ministre Manmohan Singh a dépéché a
Katmandou un émissaire personnel.

http://www.latribune.fr/News/News.nsf/AlIByID/ofrwnepal-20060420txt?OpenDocument

Dépéche recue le 20/04/06 a 19:09
Trois morts et une centaine de blessés a Katmandou
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anifestants népalais dans rues de Katmandou. Phis®le 20 avril 2006. REUTERS. Adrees
Latif.

KATMANDOU (Reuters) - La police népalaise a ouMerfeu pour empécher des dizaines de
milliers de militants antimonarchistes de manifedens le centre de Katmandou, faisant trois
morts et une centaine de blessés.

Onze manifestants au moins ont été tués en 15 glmunsanifestations contre le roi Gyanendra, qui
s'est attribué tous les pouvoirs en février 200a@musant les partis politiques d'impuissance devan
la guérilla maoiste qui a fait 13.000 morts enatis.

La police, qui avait jeudi des consignes strictegrgaire respecter un couvre-feu diurne dans le
centre de la capitale, "a tiré aveuglément", aoagpkundan Aryal, un militant des droits de
I'hnomme qui a aidé a transporter les victimesaplital.

Le couvre-feu, qui a été prolongé jusqu'a vendaddbis heures du matin (21h15 GMT jeudi), avait
été décrété pour tenter de faire échec a la maaiii@s géante prévue dans le centre de Katmandou
par sept partis d'opposition.

Plus de 100.000 manifestants ont réussi a se ragsedans les diverses banlieues de Katmandou
malgré ce couvre-feu et le dispositif policier.

"C'est une indication que notre mouvement réullsitis en attendons seulement les fruits. Nous
continuerons jusqu'a ce que le peuple les recliglieil ajouté.

ESPOIR DE L'EMISSAIRE INDIEN

Libéré la veille, le chef du Parti communiste MadKaimar, a appelé lui aussi a la poursuite du
mouvement "jusqu'a ce que le peuple retrouve sagé®uverainete”.

Les dirigeants de l'alliance ont d'ores et déjabané une nouvelle manifestation pour vendredi
dans le centre de Katmandou afin de maintenirdagion.

Le roi a offert d'organiser des élections avanil 2807 mais l'opposition ne lui fait pas confiance
et réclame la mise sur pied immédiate d'un gouveeme représentatif de tout le spectre politique.

Inquiet de la tournure des événements chez somy@@sPremier ministre indien Manmohan Singh
a dépéché ces dernieres heures auprés de Gyanengirassaire qui a jugé que "la balle est
carrément dans le camp du roi".

Cet émissaire, le député Karan Singh, a dit awms'clairement fait part” des inquiétudes de &ind
qui "est évidemment favorable au rétablissemertd démocratie pluraliste et profondément
préoccupée par les difficultés que connait le peoppalais”.

"J'ai I'espoir que le roi fera trés prochainemerd annonce qui contribuera considérablement a
désamorcer la crise", a-t-il ajouté a son retoNew Delhi.



http://today.reuters.co.uk/news/newsArticle.aspp@tyworldNews&storylD=2006-04-
20T040953Z_01_L1969978 _RTRUKOC_0_UK-NEPAL.xml&anakd=False

Nepal capital deserted, protesters gather outside
Thu Apr 20, 2006 5:10 AM BST

By Gopal Sharma

KATHMANDU (Reuters) - Anti-monarchy protesters gatdd outside the city limits of the Nepali
capital Kathmandu on Thursday where a strict cuties/ been imposed to block a pro-democracy
rally.

Security forces have orders to shoot violatorsivigis have said they will bring out hundreds of
thousands on the street to force King Gyanendragimre multi-party democracy.

The city of 1.5 million people was deserted exdeppolice and troops on patrol but about 200
people carrying red banners of protest had gathartéa suburb of Kalanki, a few hundred yards
(metres) outside city limits, witnesses said.

A squad of riot police was on hand, but had madmawe to break up the gathering, they said.

The gates of Narayanhity Palace, the king's c#idence, were closed and an armoured car with a
machine gun on top was on patrol. All shops orugwally busy Durbar Street leading to the palace
were shuttered and guests were barred from ledote) premises.

"l can't even see a dog on the street,” said ManAblaarya, a resident of the New Road business
district.

Political parties said they would defy the curfetel in the day.

"To protest peacefully is the fundamental and retught of the people,” said Krishna Prasad
Sitaula, a senior leader of the Nepali Congressctiuntry's biggest political party.

"The ban and curfew orders are undemocratic andnstitutional. We will disobey and will hold
our peaceful protest programme."

Unlike previous times when curfews were imposedinalists too have been told to stay indoors.
The ban came into effect at 2 a.m. (2015 GMT Wediagsand will last until 8 p.m. (1415 GMT).

At least eight people have been killed and hundvemlsnded in police action against demonstrators
since a seven-party alliance launched cripplinggsts against King Gyanendra 15 days ago to
demand the restoration of multi-party democracy.



Tens of thousands have attended protests evemndéathmandu, but many more have
demonstrated in district towns. A general strilat jof the campaign, has prevented the movement
of goods and people across the impoverished lakeitbnation.

The latest deaths came in the town of Chandrag@@ikm (375 miles) east of Kathmandu, where
security forces opened fire on protesters on Watlngkilling two people. Witnesses said dozens
of others were wounded and more might have died.

GESTURE

The government freed the two top political prisenearthe country on Wednesday, but there was no
other sign the king was considering meeting anthefdemands of the alliance.

One of them, Madhav Kumar Nepal of the CommunistyRa& Nepal (UML), immediately called
for continuing the campaign.

"The movement will continue in an effective andciful manner,” Nepal said. "We will continue
until full sovereignty is returned to the people.”

Analysts said the king needed to do more thanrigepolitical prisoners.

"This is too little too late,” said Lok Raj Baralxecutive chairman of the Nepal Centre for
Contemporary Studies, a private think tank.

"The arrests and release of political leaders atesignificant. How the demands put up by the
opposition are fulfilled will determine the courskevents."

Gyanendra sacked the government and assumed Wwdlrpo February 2005, vowing to crush a
decade-old Maoist revolt in which more than 13,080ple have died.

He has offered to hold elections by April next ydart activists say he cannot be trusted and should
immediately hand over power to an all-party goveznm

India, which shares a long, porous border with Napdeading international pressure on the king
to restore democracy.

A special envoy and India's foreign secretary,ctwntry's top diplomat, were scheduled to call on
the king on Thursday.



http://www.timesonline.co.uk/article/0,,25689-214200.html
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Police baton charge protestors during a demonstrati Kathmandu today (Shehab Uddin/AP)

Three shot dead as activists defy curfew in Nepal
By Simon Freeman and agencies

At least three people were shot dead and dozens imared as Nepalese police opened fire on
anti-monarchy protesters who defied a shoot-ontsigtfew to march on the capital Kathmandu.

Witnesses described how live ammunition, rubbelebsibnd tear gas were fired into the ranks of
30,000 flag-waving activists as they breached ttyevade exclusion zone from several directions.

Doctors in the capital had earlier expressed féatsthe showdown could turn into a massacre: a
dozen casualties were said to be critically ille®trict 18-hour curfew, which came into force at
2am local time, led to a shortage of paramedicsdatbrs at the city's hospitals.

"Three of at least 40 injured protesters brougta the hospital have died," said Dr Deepak Regmi
from Kathmandu’s Model Hospital. "Most of the ingakhad bullet wounds. About 12 are in a
serious condition.”

"We are struggling to treat so many people. Becatiiee curfew we do not have many doctors.
More injured are coming in but they are havingi¢oohn the floor."

Some 35 people were injured in the northern subtibongabu when police beat back a huge
crowd with bamboo sticks, an AFP reporter said.

At Kalanki, a western suburb, police fired automaifles towards the massed protesters, a
photographer said. Witnesses said a woman and apyldared to be among the dead. At least three
men had been beaten unconscious.

There were also violent confrontations at Chabimhthe northeast, where an estimated 10,000
people rallied to join the demands for the restorabf democracy, chanting "King Gyanandra must
go!"

Today's demonstration followed two weeks of pratestrikes and civil unrest aimed at ending
King Gyanendra's self-imposed dictatorship ancoresy democracy in the Himalayan kingdom.



The 18-hour curfew backed with lethal force wasasgal as the protests escalated in violence.
Today, only tourists catching departing planes vedi@ved to leave their hotels. Shops and
markets were closed and the centre was desertedfiagpa soldiers on foot patrol.

Kathmandu’s chief administrator Shushil Ghimiredsdiat the curfew had been ordered because
Maoist rebels have infiltrated the ranks of theesepeaceful pro-democracy groups. He said that
explosives and weapons had been found at the hofmally organisers.

King Gyanendra grabbed absolute power in Februd@p 2blaming his politicians for failing to
tackle the Maoist insurgency and to hold elections.

As the internal demonstrations continued, Nepapsiblican neighbour India also added to the
pressure.

Karan Singh, India's special envoy, was given anjitescort to Narayanhity Palace, the King's city
residence, to deliver a letter demanding the rastor of democracy. They met for two hours and
were photographed shaking hands, although Mr Seagleelled a scheduled night's stop-over and
returned to Delhi.

"Now the ball is squarely in the court of the Kingm hopeful that very shortly some sort of
announcement will be made by him which will helmsiderably defuse the situation,” he told
reporters on his return.

As evening fell, organisers began preparationafather rally tomorrow. "We appeal to all people
to participate in the massive demonstration on Rogd on Friday at 12 noon," a statement said,
warning that the royal government might enforcetb@ocurfew.

"Our movement is successfully moving forward desglie state’s excessive use of force during
demonstrations nationwide."

http://permanent.nouvelobs.com/etranger/2006042023#07.htmI?1146

Les manifestants antimonarchistes dispersés a cougs feu

REUTERS | 20.04.06 | 13:42

}KATMANDOU (Reuters) - La police népalaise a ouMerfeu sur des milliers de manifestants
antimonarchistes descendus dans les rues de Kabonarithppel de sept partis d'opposition, en
dépit du couvre-feu diurne destiné a les en empétdisant trois morts et une quarantaine de
blessés, rapportent témoins et secouristes.

"La police a tiré aveuglément", a rapporté Kundaya#y un militant des droits de I'homme qui a
aidé a transporter les victimes a I'népital. "Ceufiu tir nourri”, a-t-il ajouté.

Une dizaine de manifestants au total ont été tapsid le début, il y a deux semaines, des
manifestations contre le roi Gyanendra, qui a Suppta démocratie pluraliste et s'est attribué tous
les pouvoirs en février 2005 en jurant d'écraserguerilla maoiste qui a fait 13.000 morts en 10
ans.

Avant de tirer a balles réelles, les policiersfaittusage de balles de caoutchouc et de gaz
lacrymogenes pour tenter d'empécher une dizaimailders de manifestants de marcher sur le
centre de la capitale a partir de sa banlieue aleeKialanki, faisant au moins une dizaine de
blessés, rapportent des témoins.



"Le roi a peur du peuple, c'est pour cela quthpasé le couvre-feu. Si nous ne violons pas le
couvre-feu, il ne va pas céder. Nous tenteronsigllenter de le faire", déclarait une manifestante
de 47 ans, Gaura Prasai.

La mesure est en vigueur depuis 02h00 du matiumsguja 08h00 du soir, heure locale, et les forces
de sécurité ont pour consigne de tirer a vue surdontrevenant. Journalistes et diplomates, y
compris les ambassadeurs, ont recu l'ordre desieqotir dans les rues.

De ce fait, le centre de la capitale était déserdijet seules y circulaient des patrouilles decob

et de militaires. En revanche, des rassemblemépakants se sont formés en divers points de la
banlieue.

"PAS UN CHAT"

Dans le faubourg de Maharajgunj, des policiers@migutes et des soldats armés de fusils faisaient
face sous un soleil de plomb a une vingtaine dieemsilde manifestants scandant: "Que veut le
peuple? Il veut une république démocratique!”.

Aucune violence n'y était immédiatement signalégisra situation demeurait extrémement tendue.
On apercevait dans la foule des femmes avec dasaterdans les bras. Des balcons en surplomb,
des habitants jetaient de I'eau pour rafraichimasifestants

Devant le palais royal de Narayanhity, dont leBegriétaient closes, une automitrailleuse était en
faction. Dans l'artere habituellement la plus amidé la capitale, Durbar Street, tous les magasins
étaient fermés. Les clients des hétels se sonttendire de sortir. "Je ne vois pas un chat dans la
rue”, a ttmoigné un habitant de New Road, le qeradiés affaires.

A Bhaktapur, une ville proche de Katmandou égaldreens couvre-feu, des centaines de
personnes sont descendues dans les rues mais@mnalkit aucun incident.

Bien que le régime ait libéré mercredi deux respbles politiques, rien n'indique qu'il soit prét a
céder a larue et I'un des deux bénéficiaires deelsure, le chef du Parti communiste Madhav
Kumar, a appelé a la poursuite du mouvement "jascpique le peuple retrouve sa pleine
souveraineté”.

Le roi a offert d'organiser des élections avanil 2007 mais les partis d'opposition ont dit ne pas
lui faire confiance et réclament la mise sur piedhiediate d'un gouvernement représentatif de tout
le spectre politique.

Des pressions extérieures s'exercent aussi surangue pour qu'il rétablisse la démocratie,
notamment de la part de I'Inde voisine, dont lerfee ministre Manmohan Singh a dépéché a
Katmandou un émissaire personnel.

http://in.today.reuters.com/news/newsArticle.aspp@ttopNews&storylD=2006-04-
20T135719Z_01_NOOTR_RTRJONC_0_India-245516-5.xmt&ared=False

Protesters prepare to defy Nepal curfew
Thu Apr 20, 2006 2:04 PM IST

By Gopal Sharma

KATHMANDU (Reuters) - Tens of thousands of anti-raochy protesters gathered outside the city
limits of the Nepali capital Kathmandu on Thursgagparing to defy a strict curfew imposed to
block a pro-democracy rally, witnesses said.

Security forces have orders to shoot violatorsaativists said they would not be prevented from
holding the rally to force King Gyanendra to restarulti-party democracy.



The city of 1.5 million people was deserted exdeppolice and troops on patrol. But at various
places on the outskirts, activists had gatherealjteig "Long live democracy, down with
autocracy," witnesses said.

In the Maharajgunj suburb, riot police backed bigisos armed with automatic rifles faced about
20,000 people singing revolutionary songs and ¢h@ritwWhat do the people want? We want a
democratic republic”.

There was no violence but the situation was exthgtease, withesses said.

Women with children in their arms were in the croavdi residents were throwing water from
balconies overhead to cool down the demonstratoes ot sunny day.

"The king is afraid of the people, that's why he maposed a curfew," said Gaura Prasai, a 47 year-
old housewife. "Unless we break the curfew, heotsgoing to give in. We will try to break it."

The gates of Narayanhity Palace, the king's cjdence, were closed and an armoured car with a
machine gun on top was on patrol. All shops orugweally busy Durbar Street leading to the palace
were shuttered and guests were barred from ledote) premises.

"l can't even see a dog on the street,” said Mandblaarya, a resident of the New Road business
district.

Unlike previous times when curfews were imposedsnalists too have been told to stay indoors.
The ban came into effect at 2 a.m. (2015 GMT Wediagsand will last until 8 p.m. (1415 GMT).

Diplomats, including ambassadors, and even govarmhmaisters were also not allowed outdoors.
Police were carrying out emergency services.

At least eight people have been killed and hundvemlsnded in police action against demonstrators
since a seven-party alliance launched cripplinggsts against King Gyanendra 15 days ago to
demand the restoration of multi-party democracy.

Tens of thousands have attended protests everyndéthmandu, but many more have
demonstrated in district towns. A general strilat jpf the campaign, has prevented the movement
of goods and people across the impoverished laketboation.

CURFEW DEFIED

The latest deaths came in the town of Chandrag@@ikm east of Kathmandu, where security
forces opened fire on protesters on Wednesdainditvo people. Witnesses said dozens of others
were wounded and more might have died.



On Thursday, several hundred people took out aggsion in the town of Bhaktapur, near
Kathmandu, where a curfew had also been imposédesges said. There was no violence.

The government freed the two top political prisenarthe country on Wednesday, but there was no
other sign the king was considering meeting anhefdemands of the alliance.

One of them, Madhav Kumar Nepal of the CommunistyRa& Nepal (UML), immediately called
for continuing the campaign.

"The movement will continue in an effective andciful manner,” Nepal said. "We will continue
until full sovereignty is returned to the people.”

Analysts said the king needed to do more thanrigepolitical prisoners.

"This is too little too late,” said Lok Raj Baralxecutive chairman of the Nepal Centre for
Contemporary Studies, a private think tank.

"The arrests and release of political leaders atesignificant. How the demands put up by the
opposition are fulfilled will determine the courskevents."

Gyanendra sacked the government and assumed Wwdlrpo February 2005, vowing to crush a
decade-old Maoist revolt in which more than 13,060ple have died.

He has offered to hold elections by April next ydart activists say he cannot be trusted and should
immediately hand over power to an all-party goveznm

India, which shares a long, porous border with Napdeading international pressure on the king
to restore democracy.

A special envoy sent by Indian Prime Minister Matmao Singh called on the king on Thursday,
but there were no immediate details on what wasudised.

http://www.alertnet.org/thenews/newsdesk/SP911##?.ht

Nepali police kill 3 protesters; king may relent
20 Apr 2006 17:48:48 GMT
Source: Reuters

(Adds U.N. rights investigators' statement, parplysal2-13)
By Gopal Sharma



KATHMANDU, April 20 (Reuters) - Nepali police opeddire to block tens of thousands of pro-
democracy protesters marching into Kathmandu onsday to confront King Gyanendra, killing
at least three people and wounding up to 100.

But there were signs the embattled monarch wasrgdhkr a way to end the showdown with a
seven-party alliance spearheading a campaign ddassile, said an Indian envoy who visited
him to urge a speedy reconciliation.

"I am hopeful that very shortly some sort of anmmment will be made by him which will help
considerably defuse the situation,” Karan Singhndian lawmaker, told reporters in New Delhi
on his return from Kathmandu.

"Now the ball is squarely in the court of the kihg.

Officials confirmed that three people had beerekilin police firing to enforce a strict curfew het
capital, a clampdown ordered to prevent protestenching on the palace.

Over 100,000 people gathered at various suburhsdrthe capital's ring road and police opened
fire with rubber bullets and live rounds at thredaur places to push back the crowds, witnesses
said. Army helicopters flying overhead appearebeanonitoring the crowds.

Three bodies with gunshot wounds and about 40edjpeople were brought to the Kathmandu
Model Hospital from the western suburb of Kalamlagctors said.

Scores of other injured were taken to other holspita all, about 100 people were wounded,
witnesses said.

"Police opened indiscriminate fire," said Kundary&dr a human rights group volunteer who helped
take wounded to the Model Hospital from Kalanki.

"They used batons and fired rubber and live bullEiey chased the fleeing protesters. It was a
massive firing."

At least eight people had been killed previouslgt hundreds wounded in police action against
demonstrators since the alliance launched cripginogests 15 days ago to demand restoration of
multi-party democracy.

In Geneva, United Nations human rights investigator Thursday condemned "excessive and
deadly use of force" by Nepal's security forcesraigrotesters and called for the government to
exercise restraint.

In a joint statement, the five special rapportelss asked demonstrators to act peacefully, noting
some had attacked police with stones and otheeglilgs.

A general strike has prevented the movement of gaod people across the impoverished and aid-
dependent nation.

The parties had planned massive rallies on Thursdbying the movement to a head, but the
royalist government clamped a curfew to prevenppetrom going outdoors.

"So many people have come out on the street degiteurfew and crackdown,” said Krishna
Prasad Sitaula, a leader of the Nepali Congresdatigest party in the coalition.

"It's an indication that our movement has succee@atly the result has to be announced. We will
continue this until the result comes in favourtod people.”

The parties said the momentum would be kept upassithilar attempt to march into the city would
be made on Friday.

KATHMANDU DESERTED



Tens of thousands protested in other parts ofahéldcked kingdom, aid workers and activists
said. An army officer said at least 26 people weoended in the western town of Bardiya when
troops opened fire to disperse protesters.

But the interior of Kathmandu, a city of 1.5 miligpeople, was deserted except for police and
troops on patrol.

The gates of Narayanhity Palace, the king's cjdence, were closed and an armoured car with a
machinegun was on patrol. All shops on the usumlly Durbar Street leading to the palace were
shut, and guests in hotels were barred from leaving

"l can't even see a dog on the street,” said ManAblaarya, a resident of the New Road business
district.

Unlike previous curfews, journalists too were ttdstay indoors. The ban took effect at 2 a.m.
(2015 GMT Wednesday) and was extended until 3 amkriday (2115 GMT).

Diplomats, including ambassadors, and even govarmhmaisters were not allowed outdoors.
Police were carrying out emergency services.

Gyanendra sacked the government and took full powelFebruary 2005, vowing to crush a
decade-old Maoist revolt in which more than 13,080ple have died.

Gyanendra, who came to the throne after the 20R@@anassacre when his elder brother,
Birendra, was killed by his own son, the Crown Beilbipendra, is now under tremendous
international pressure to restore democracy.

Singh, the envoy, said he had made India's postexar.

"Obviously, India is for democratisation, for thesstoration of multi-party democracy and is deeply
concerned over the difficulties that the peopl&epal are facing ... economic difficulties, poldic
difficulties and a general breakdown of law andeoydo all those concerns were very clearly
expressed,” he said. (Additional reporting by YRRjesh in New Delhi)

http://www.asianews.it/view.php?l=en&art=5953
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Troops shoot on crowd, killing three
by Prakash Dubey

Soldiers opened fire on the crowd for the second gaunning. 14 people have been killed since
the start of the strikes. The king today declared & 18-hour curfew .

Kathmandu (AsiaNews) — The 15th consecutive dastrifes against King Gyanendra in
Kathmandu ended tragically with three dead and dO0nded. Thousands of people gathered on the
outskirts of the capital and entered the city, afiolg the day curfew. They were met by hundreds of
police who fired to disperse the crowd. Accordiadnbspital sources, 12 injured people were in
very critical condition.

Also yesterday, soldiers opened fire on demonssaitoJhapa district in the east of the country,
killing four people. Since the start of the progeshe death toll has risen to 14.



An eyewitness told AsiaNews that a crowd of 50,086ple was marching peacefully in the streets
of Chandragarhi city yesterday afternoon, whenisadtbpened fire. “There was no provocation
from the demonstrators and when the soldiers opBregganic broke out.”

Sandeep Kumar, a health worker said that nearlyp20ple had been admitted to hospital. “Most
of them have been wounded very grievously and 1Beyh are in real danger. Bullets have pierced
their vital organs. Only prayers and miracles caregshem. | find it contradictory that the king
should invite opposition leaders to talk while siddiers open fire on the crowd.”

Last week, King Gyanendra invited political partiegdialogue with a view to returning to a multi-
party democracy, and he held talks with four forprgme ministers: Krishna Prasad Bhattarai,
Surya Bahadur Thapa, Lokendra Bahadur Chand anatiMisian Singh Shrestha. But Ramesh
Bista, a local political observer, said the kingiertures cannot remedy the situation. “It is a
useless but astute political move. The king wamtdraw the sympathy of all the people who have
been badly affected by the strikes and protests.”

Meanwhile, the opposition has announced it willsgrahead with protests and strikes today.
Doctors, university professors and officials aneijtg the protests even if they know they may face
repercussions at work. Today, the government degtlan 18-hour curfew in Kathmandu and other
areas to prevent today’s rallies. Not even mingsséerd diplomats, including ambassadors, are
allowed to go out, and security forces have thewotad shoot on sight anyone violating the curfew.

This morning, demonstrators gathered on the ouss&frthe city, saying they wanted to march onto
the forbidden areas. A group of anti-riot policéimed up and watching them, but so far has shown
no sign of moving to disperse the protesters.
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AP Blog: Nepal Protests Vs. King Gyanendra

AP Correspondent Matthew Rosenberg is in Nepabtecprotests against King Gyanendra, who
has grown increasingly unpopular since seizing pdwlemonths ago and is under intense pressure
to restore democracy.

By The Associated Pressissociated Press
Last update: April 20, 2006 — 7:31 PM

Thursday, 8:30 p.m. local
KATMANDU, Nepal
Getting out of Kalanki turned out to be easier tgatting in. | linked up there with a few

photographers, and by the time we were ready te|eawas after dark. The curfew meant there
were no taxis on the road. Besides, an oppositridteshat has been called along with the protests



means that any taxis that make it past an armylacepcheckpoint (an unlikely event) would
probably be stoned by the angry mobs that are wawing the edge of the city.

We beg the army and police for a ride back to aielhOne army officer, a man who had
repeatedly told me to leave the protest, now s&§@u came here on your own, now you leave on
your own."

But we are in luck - three of the photographersehaotorcycles with them (how they got them
through the curfew earlier in the day, | do not\whoFour of our group get on two of the bikes and
head for a nearby hotel where they are staying.

The remaining three of us get on one bike for timglride back to our hotel. The only way we
know to go is along the ring road, and as we dein@ can see burning tires ahead of us, and the
road barricaded with logs and rocks.

It's a scene we encounter throughout our journdyeM/there are no police, there are mobs angry
enough to attack anyone they think is violatingabgeosition strike accompanying the protests.

As we approach each barricade, young men comemnmgmtius. | shout from the back of the bike
"Press, Press!" and suddenly violent faces braakiiroad smiles. There are cheers and applause.
Young men quickly clear a path for us through thenfng piles of tires and sticks blocking the
road.

Only once do we get stones thrown at us, and thillgkhey are off the mark. We can hear them
slamming into the pavement behind us as we speag.aw

The army and police checkpoints are less dramdsiaally just a few police or soldiers standing on
the side of the road. They wave us down as we paksyhere we are going and then tell us to
move on.

"It is very dangerous out here tonight,” warnsany officer, who identifies himself as Mahindra.
Thursday, 6:30 p.m. local

KATMANDU, Nepal

I've managed to make my way through some muddysgatget around the back of Katmandu's
most violent protests in the past two weeks. Tlael s littered with bricks, stones, broken bottles.

Hundreds of angry young man and three bonfirebet@een me and the police.

It's wild back here. There's screaming, shoutirdy@rants calling for King Gyanendra's head.
"Burn the crown, burn the crown!" chant a groufpoys as they pile tires and sticks onto a bonfire.

Here's what I filed in our story out of Nepal today

Witnesses said the shooting in Kalanki began whsenéor police officer drew his pistol and shot a
protester in the head, an act followed by gunfioet police and soldiers.

The security forces "aimed straight for the (prtees,” said Ankul Shresthra, a 28-year-old
throwing bottles at police in Kalanki. Numerousmwesses confirmed his account, and protesters
showed reporters fresh bullet casings.



Doctors at Katmandu's Model hospital said thregfgewere killed in Kalanki, and that police took
the bodies away. More than 40 people were in afitondition, most with head injuries.
Thursday's shootings brought the death toll toid8esthe demonstrations began.

Hundreds more were reportedly injured around the ricluding 13 police officers whose clearly
exhausted colleagues were, by the end of the ddryy liorced against demonstrators by senior
officers swatting them with rattan poles.

Thursday 5:30 p.m. local
KATMANDU, Nepal

After what really was an incredibly tense two-hbike, I've made it to Kalanki. The place is wild.
The road leading out of Katmandu - the center efptotest - is lined with bonfires, around which
young men hurl bricks, rocks and bottles at pokdeo are firing tear gas and charging in with
rattan poles, only to retreat back up the road.

The wisps of white tear gas vapor mingle with tleek smoke of burning tires. It's a striking sight.

Hours earlier, police and soldiers used lived amitramon this protest, killing three people. I've
walked miles to find out what happened.

But looking at the protests from behind police $inédricks, rocks and bottles being showered upon
us - I'm not even sure | can get over to the pteteside.

Thursday, April 20 4 p.m. local
KATMANDU, Nepal

We're walking straight up the ring road that skikteemandu, navigating rows of burning barricades
and sporadic street battles between police anégtet. Thankfully, the police seem to busy with
the demonstrations to bother escorting us backitdotel, as they have with most of the other
foreign journalists that they have caught violatiaday's curfew.

On one street corner, 22-year-old G.R. Sharma, el he's not afraid of the police. "They are
nothing. They are thugs for King Gyanendra," hesamiling broadly.

Within seconds, a police van comes screaming doemdad, and Shresthra takes off running into
a side street.

Thursday, April 20, 3:30 p.m. local

KATMANDU, Nepal

Hearing that police and soldiers have fatally gitotesters in another part of the city, me and my
two colleagues set off again on the back roada tero-hour hike. We're headed for Kalanki, the
center of the violence. We're going to try and mailteway on back roads to avoid the police, but
suspect we'll have to do the last half of the lukehe ring road - a route thick with police and
army.

Thursday, April 20, 2:30 p.m. local



KATMANDU, Nepal

Sure enough, the protests has now degenerategant men hurling bricks at police, who are
responding with tear gas and baton charges. Eaehthie police fire off a cylinder of tear gas, a
protester picks it back up and throws it at them.tiie rooftops, thousands of supporters cheer and
pour down buckets of water so the young men cai wesnoxious vapor from their eyes.

Thursday, April 20 12:30 p.m. local
KATMANDU, Nepal

Myself and two colleagues have been walking upritigeroad that skirts Katmandu - a route
clearly inside the curfew zone - and we have nenleven been threatened with being shot. So
clearly, the shoot-on-sight curfew does not apgplfoteign journalists. Or Russian Buddhists. Or
Dutch trekkers.

But we were hassled by the police, who tried t@ tak back to our hotel, which is looking
increasingly like it's going to be far from theiaot Luck and a bit of craftiness instead got thtem
drop us much closer to where we think the actidhbe, and after an hour of hiking through
muddy back roads and dodging a few police who whtddaul us away, we've ended up on the
roof of a building with a clear view of the maimestt in Gangabu, a Katmandu neighborhood that
has repeatedly been the flash point of violenceesthe demonstrations against King Gyanendra
started more than two weeks ago.

Most of the other foreign journalists caught outtlo@ roads were sent back to the Hyatt. In fact, we
were forced to push our way past some police dsamples of ours were down the road being
shoved into their cars and ordered away from teeesby officers.

Thousands of protesters are already gatheringeastthet below us, blocked by a line of riot police
from making it onto the ring road that skirts Katrda.

Why a rooftop? Because it affords a clear viewhefdction for reporters, who, frankly, don't need
to risk their lives by standing in the middle ofialent protest.

Thursday, April 20, 9 a.m. local

KATMANDU, Nepal

Another foreigner, this one a barrel-chested Datelm. We spotted him walking up the ring road -
deserted apart from three journalists and policesaidiers. With him, he had four porters carrying
backpacks, bags and even a pot. He, however, veasrying a thing. Traveling in true old-world
style, heading out for the mountains.

"l am getting away from the city," he told us befoarching off, his porters in tow.

Thursday, April 20 8 a.m. local

KATMANDU, Nepal



Woke up early, grabbed a quick breakfast, and tieaaled out with a few colleagues - safety in
numbers - to check out the scene on the edge alutfiew zone.

We did, and among the first people we encountere@ wvo Russians headed to a Buddhist
monastery near our hotel. They'd been droppeddfbnt of the Hyatt by a special tour bus that
was being allowed to make a loop of the hotelsarmbrt.

Wednesday, April 19, 11 p.m. local
KATMANDU, Nepal

We're into the 15th day of protests and a genénibsagainst the rule of King Gyanendra - the
latest in a line of Hindu monarchs once regardeglbaskings in Nepal.

But those days appear to be fading fast. Two weéksotests have echoed with chants of "Hang
the King!" and Thursday's demonstration is supgpdsde the big one - the day of reckoning when
the opposition brings 100,000 people into the sdreeKatmandu to show, once and for all, that
king no longer has any popular support.

Of course, the government is trying to head offghaest. Tonight, it announced there will be a
curfew from 2 a.m. until 8 p.m. Thursday.

Journalists here frantically tried to get curfeveges, which were readily available in the past. But
this time - nada. Not even diplomats, like the LAB\bassador got one.

Obviously, we need to get out and report regarddésise curfew. So, much of the press corps has
decamped to a Hyatt hotel on the edge of Katmaltidyust outside the curfew zone, and we're
hoping it'll provide a good base.

TUESDAY, April 11, 4:15 p.m., local
KATMANDU, Nepal

In Gangabu, on the outskirts of Katmandu, policg smidiers have been facing off against
protesters for five days. Gunfire that we'd heandier in the neighborhood, it turns out, started
after protesters tried to set fire to a seniorqeobfficial's house. His security guards shot thi®
air to scare them off.

In the two hours since, the police have opened itiprwbber bullets, allowing them to push the
protesters back and move into the side streets litteved with shards of glass and broken bricks.

Police are still battling holdouts holed up betwésntightly packed three-and four-story buildings.

Walking down an alley, three injured civilians anshed passed us, carried by medics and
volunteers to ambulances on the main road. Theting tear gas sting our eyes.

We see six police officers on a roof beating soreesho's down and not getting up. They're
kicking and whacking the victim with bamboo polls.

Further into the neighborhood, there's a rundownmanity clinic. Up the dark staircase, we find
two rooms full of injured. One man, 21-year-old AMoktan, is lying on a gurney while doctors
and medics pull a rubber bullet from his back amdire the baton gashes on his head.



All around us are angry people. They're promisimggerprotests until King Gyanendra restores
democracy.

TUESDAY, April 11, 2:30 p.m. local
KATMANDU, Nepal

Hundreds of police and soldiers are positioned oraa road in Katmandu's Gangabu
neighborhood, facing off on the city outskirts angiprotesters hurling bricks from side streets.
Burning tires, tear gas, occasional charges bypobtite with shields and batons. Tense, to be sure,
but manageable as long as you stay out of the rainte bricks.

A burst of gunfire sends hundreds of police andiso$ scurrying for cover. No one knows where
the fire is coming from or what's being fired. Rebbullets? Live ammunition? Not even the
security forces know.

TUESDAY, April 11, 1 p.m. local
KATMANDU, Nepal

Tourists are biking around downtown Katmandu, tineets completely empty apart from well-
armed police and soldiers enforcing a daytime eurfes we drive past the seven of men and
woman - all Westerners, all pedaling away - onthefguys grins broadly at me and waves.

TUESDAY, April 11, 11:55 a.m. local
KATMANDU, Nepal

The curfew in Katmandu was lifted for a few houris tmorning, and throughout the city people
poured out of their homes to stock up on suppl®en amid the anger over the curfew, people
seemed to want to soak in the freedom and try jmyehemselves for a little while.

It's amazing how quickly the mood changes. Theewd kicking back in at 12 p.m. - five minutes
from now - and as we cruise down streets now |grdeserted of people or traffic, we see police
brandishing batons at stragglers who have not wetenit inside.

A middle-aged woman who stopped to pick up somemid groceries is pushed along by an
officer. A young man hanging out in an open doongats whacked by a cop's bamboo poll.

A soldier on patrol sees us and marches over, déimguto see our curfew pass, which allows us to
move around the city freely. Unimpressed, he order® move on, waving the barrel of his assault
rifle at us and then down the road.

MONDAY, April 10, 2 p.m. local

KATMANDU, Nepal

A group of Australian school girls are collectirgir bags at Katmandu airport just as I'm arriving

to cover the country's surprisingly quick desceid i full-blown crisis. And | thought the gaggle
of Canadian retirees coming through immigratiorkixba bit out of place.



It's Monday afternoon, and protests against thalrdigtatorship of King Gyanendra are into their
fifth day. It doesn't seem like a good time fomaiweek trekking tour of Nepal, where a decade-
long communist insurgency has left nearly 13,006ppedead.

In recent days, three people have been shot deaddoyity forces who opened fire with live
ammunition at stone-throwing protesters over thekead. The dead include a bystander.

Three cities, including Katmandu, are under curfew.

And angry young men across the country are bunmieg and hurling stones and broken bricks at
police, who are firing tear gas and rubber buléetd charging in to beat them with batons.

On Saturday, some 25,000 protesters took overahhern town of Bharatnagar. They burned
government buildings and started calling the pldee kingdom's first republic” before security
forces regained control.

Dr. Vijay Sharma, a senior surgeon in Katmandu &P just hours before | arrived Monday that
"unless the situation improves immediately, theeechances of civil war."

http://today.reuters.co.uk/news/newsArticle.aspp@tyworldNews&storylD=2006-04-
21T083109Z_01_L1969978 RTRUKOC_0_UK-NEPAL.xmI

Tyres burn in Nepal capital, protesters on street
Fri Apr 21, 2006 9:31 AM BST

By Gopal Sharma

KATHMANDU (Reuters) - Anti-monarchy protesters irepal burnt tyres and threw logs and
barbed wire across the streets of the capital Katttha on Friday as a curfew imposed to prevent a
march on King Gyanendra's palace came into force.

Black smoke rose from several places in the city.6fmillion people as protesters, angry at the
king's sacking of the government last year, treedlock the movement of police and troops.

The 11-hour curfew began at 9 a.m. (0315 GMT) wnasg only being enforced within the city
limits. On the Ring Road surrounding Kathmandus tehthousands marched, waved party flags
and chanted slogans demanding the king leave tn&rgo

Riot police, troops with automatic weapons and anad cars stood at major intersections to
prevent protesters from entering the city.

On Thursday, police opened fired on tens of thodsarh demonstrators trying march into the city
from the outskirts. At least three people wereskiland up to 100 injured.

Political parties have vowed to try to march to plaégace on Friday.



"So many people have come out on the street deseiteurfew and crackdown,"” said Krishna
Prasad Sitaula, a leader of the Nepali Congressdhintry's largest political party.

"It's an indication that our movement has succee@atly the result has to be announced. We will
continue this until the result comes in favourled people.”

Gyanendra sacked the government and took full powelFebruary 2005, vowing to crush a
decade-old Maoist revolt in which more than 13,080ple have died.

BALL IN KING'S COURT

A seven-party alliance has been agitating sincel Ao force Gyanendra to restore multi-party
democracy. In all, 12 people have been killed amtblhreds wounded in police action against
protesters since then.

He has vowed to hold elections by April 2007, ling &lliance says he is not to be trusted.

Local reports say the king is likely to appoinbanfier prime minister, Krishna Prasad Bhattarai, to
the post again in an effort to appease the proteste

But Bhattarai has apparently indicated he will aialye the position if it is acceptable to the seven
party alliance.

Thursday's crackdown on the protesters appeareavi® focussed even more anger on the
monarch.

"This way the king cannot rule,” said Goma Paraplivoman selling vegetables from a basket as
residents flocked to stalls and markets in thetahfm stock up on food.

Some protesters taunted armed police who stoodbyear
"You live on the people's taxes," shouted one éou can't kill the people.”

Away from Kathmandu, demonstrations involving 1@ @eople and above have also been staged
in district towns, bringing the landlocked kingddmna standstill.

An Indian envoy who visited the king on Thursdayglghe monarch would try to defuse the
situation.

"Now the ball is squarely in the court of the kihigaran Singh, an Indian lawmaker, told reporters
in New Delhi on his return from Kathmandu.



http://www.isn.ethz.ch/news/sw/details.cfm?id=15571

Nepal imposes new curfew, protests continue

ISN SECURITY WATCH (Friday, 21 April 2006: 11.31 C— The Nepali government imposed a
new 11-hour curfew in the capital Kathmandu on &yidfter a day of mass protests on Thursday.

City residents hurried to stock up on essentiapbegp after the curfew was lifted briefly on Friday
morning. The strictures, including a shoot-on-sigiater, were re-imposed at 9am as the royal
government sought to prevent an outbreak of popariatests in the city itself.

Around 115,000 attended mass rallies on Thursdaghmiere held on the edge of the city limits
after the earlier imposition of an 18-hour curfewkiathmandu.

Security forces killed three protestors and wounalezt 100 in a series of clashes throughout the
kingdom on Thursday. In the capital, riot policesessfully blocked demonstrators from marching
on the center of the city.

A spokesperson for the office of the UN High Comsmoser for Human Rights, lan Martin, told
CNN on Friday morning: "It's clear that [the pragwill continue today as well [...] We're already
getting reports of numbers of people gatheringatesof the same places as yesterday."

Around 200 demonstrators had gathered in the Kal#isltict, which has been a focal point for
protests, on Friday morning. The district lies jostside of Kathmandu.

Seven opposition parties have united for a forthajlprotests that have seen a general strike and
repeated clashes between marchers in burgeonitesprallies and security forces.

King Gyanendra has ruled as absolute monarch gif@bruary 2005 when he dissolved the
democratically-elected government for the secome ince assuming the throne in June 2001.

http://www.sundaytimes.news.com.au/printpage/0,588@384923,00.html

Protests continue in Nepal
21apr06

PROTESTERS in Nepal burned tyres and threw logsanioed wire across the streets of the
capital Kathmandu today as a curfew imposed togirea march on King Gyanendra's palace came
into force.

Black smoke rose from several places in the city.6fmillion people as anti-monarchy protesters,
angry at the king's sacking of the Governmentyaat, tried to block the movement of police and
troops.

The protests started two weeks ago but an Indisayesaid he hoped there would be a "major
announcement"” by the end of the day to help bhegctisis to an end.



"l do not want to pre-empt or predict what the amreement may be,"” envoy Karan Singh said in
New Delhi. "But we are hoping that there will baremajor step in reinstating democracy. | think
it will defuse the crisis."

The 11-hour curfew in Kathmandu began at 9am (¥HST), but was only being enforced within
the city limits. On the Ring Road surrounding Ka#mdu, tens of thousands marched, waved party
flags and chanted slogans demanding the king ldeveountry.

Riot police, troops with automatic weapons and anad cars stood at major intersections to
prevent protesters from entering the city.

Yesterday, police opened fired on tens of thousahdemonstrators trying to march into the city
from the outskirts. At least three people wereskiland up to 100 injured.

Political parties have vowed to try to march to plaéace today.

"So many people have come out on the street degiteurfew and crackdown,” said Krishna
Prasad Sitaula, a leader of the Nepali Congressdhintry's largest political party.

"It's an indication that our movement has succee@atly the result has to be announced. We will
continue this until the result comes in favourled people.”

Gyanendra sacked the Government and took full ppweFebruary 2005, vowing to crush a
decade-old Maoist revolt in which more than 13,080ple have died.

A seven-party alliance has been agitating sincel Ao force Gyanendra to restore multi-party
democracy.

In all, 12 people have been killed and hundredsnaled in police action against protesters since
then.

The king has vowed to hold elections by April 2004t the alliance says he is not to be trusted.

Local reports say the king is likely to appoinbanier Prime Minister, Krishna Prasad Bhattarai, to
the post again in an effort to appease the proteste

http:/today.reuters.com/news/articlenews.aspx2tyoeldNews&storyid=2006-04-
21T120508Z_01_SP67336_RTRUKOC_0_US-NEPAL.xmI

Nepal king to address nation as protests mount
Fri Apr 21, 2006 8:05 AM ET

By Gopal Sharma

KATHMANDU (Reuters) - Nepal's King Gyanendra willédress the nation at 7 p.m. (9:15 a.m.
EDT) on Friday, state television said, amid widegrspeculation that he would hand over
political power to an all-party government.



After more than two weeks of violent street pradestmanding he restore democracy, the
embattled monarch has come under tremendous ititarabpressure to relent.

At least 12 people have been killed and hundredshaed in the pro-democracy campaign, which
was launched on April 6.

On Friday, protesters burned tires and threw logklkarbed wire across the streets of the capital,
Kathmandu, as a curfew imposed to prevent a mard¢hepalace came into force.

Black smoke rose from several places in the city.6fmillion people as protesters, angry at the
king's sacking of the government last year, traelock movement of police and troops.

Protesters burned a government revenue office @oulkskirts of the capital and fought street
battles with police elsewhere in the city. Thereswa word of serious casualties.

The 11-hour curfew in Kathmandu began at 9 a.mp(fd. EDT), but was only being enforced
within the city limits. On the ring road outsidens of thousands marched, waved party flags and
chanted slogans demanding the king leave the cpuntr

Riot police, troops with automatic weapons and astda@ars stood at major intersections to barf
entry to protesters.

On Thursday, police opened fired on tens of thodsar demonstrators trying to march into the
city. At least three people were killed and up @@ injured.

"So many people have come out on the street debgiteurfew and crackdown,” said Krishna
Prasad Sitaula, a leader of the Nepali Congress;dhintry's largest political party.

"It's an indication that our movement has succee@edl the result has to be announced. We will
continue this until the result comes in favor o teople.”

Gyanendra sacked the government and took full ppweFebruary 2005, vowing to crush a
decade-old Maoist revolt in which more than 13,060ple have died.

BALL IN KING'S COURT
The king has vowed to hold elections by April 200Ut the alliance says he is not to be trusted.

Local reports say the king is likely to appoinpbamer prime minister, Krishna Prasad Bhattarai, to
the post again in an effort to appease the proteste

But Bhattarai has apparently indicated he will aialiye the position if it is acceptable to the seven
party alliance.

Thursday's crackdown on the protesters appeareavi® focused even more anger on the monarch.



"This way the king cannot rule,” said Goma Paraplivoman selling vegetables from a basket as
residents flocked to stalls and markets in thetahfm stock up on food.

Some protesters taunted armed police who stoodbyear
"You live on the people's taxes," shouted one éou can't kill the people.”

Away from Kathmandu, demonstrations involving 1@ @eople and above have also been staged
in district towns, bringing the landlocked kingddmna standstill.

http://www.plenglish.com/article.asp?ID=%7B27FF493RI60-48A0-ACCC-C3093E3877C3%7D)&language=EN

Teetering Nepal King Drags Down 15

Kathmandu, Apr 21 (Prensa Latina) The Nepali mdmaextended the emergency state Friday in
Kathmandu, Nepal’s capital, and surrounding ar@asért pro-democracy demonstrations, in
which 15 people have been killed by anti-riot pelic the past days.

On its second consecutive day, the measure waope® remain home or risk being shot by the
police.

Meanwhile, five people died and hundreds were @gurhursday when the police opened fire at
several rallies in the capital and other areas.

So far 15 Nepali activists have been killed dutimg 16-day anti-King Gyanendra protests to force
the monarch to end his absolute rule and restaredecy.

A statement from the seven party opposition alkaice strike

organizer, said that protests will continue desgitepression and called the population to go on.

http://today.reuters.co.uk/news/newsArticle.aspp@ttopNews&storylD=2006-04-
21T142007Z_01_L1969978_RTRUKOC_0_UK-NEPAL.xmI

Nepal king says handing power to the people
Fri Apr 21, 2006 3:20 PM BST

By Gopal Sharma

KATHMANDU (Reuters) - Nepal's King Gyanendra, fagisweeping anti-monarchy protests, said
on Friday he was handing over political power t® pleople and asked a seven-party alliance to
choose a new prime minister.



There was no immediate reaction from the partieshvhave spearheaded more than two weeks of
violent protests to force the restoration of deraogr

But the king appeared to rule out any change ottmestitution to curb his powers, which has been
one of their demands.

"Executive power of the kingdom of Nepal, which viasur safekeeping, shall from this day be
returned to the people,” he said in an addredsetoation in the Nepali language.

"We ask the seven-party alliance to recommend émeenfor the post of prime minister at the
earliest for the constitution of a council of mieis, which will bear the responsibility of govergi
the country in accordance with the constitution."

Looking serious and dressed in a Nepali cap antkljgecket, Gyanendra said he was making the
move "in keeping with the tradition of the Shah dsty to reign in accordance with the popular
will, in the greater interest of the nation and ple®ple, and our unflinching commitment towards
constitutional monarchy and multi-party democracy".

The reactions of local residents were mixed.

"The king has given all he can,” said Bobby Siragpilot with Royal Nepal Airlines. "Now the ball
is in the seven-party alliance's court.”

Prominent women's rights activist Prabha Thakat: S#tis the best news in a while. It's not the be-
all and end-all, but at this point in time, | thitliere is definitely a light at the end of the tahh

The constitution issue was troubling, said Uttanin@ie, a teacher. "I don't think the seven
political parties will agree with him because theiain demand is a constituent assembly and he has
not addressed this demand."

Burnt TYRES

At least 12 people have been killed and hundredshaed in the pro-democracy campaign, which
was launched on April 6.

On Friday, protesters burnt tyres and threw logklzarbed wire across the streets of the capital,
Kathmandu, as a curfew imposed to prevent a mard¢hepalace came into force.

Black smoke rose from several places in the city.6fmillion people as protesters, angry at the
king's sacking of the government last year, trelock movement of police and troops.

Protesters burnt a government revenue office oodiekirts of the capital and fought street battles
with police elsewhere in the city. There was nodwvolr serious casualties.



The curfew in Kathmandu began at 9 a.m. (4:15 Bnitish time) and was to continue until
midnight (1815 GMT), but was only being enforcedhm the city limits. On the ring road outside,
tens of thousands marched, waved party flags aadtett slogans demanding the king leave the
country.

Riot police, troops with automatic weapons and anad cars stood at major intersections to bar
protesters planning to march on the palace.

On Thursday, police opened fired on tens of thodsari demonstrators trying to enter the city. At
least three people were killed and up to 100 imjure

Gyanendra sacked the government and took full ppweFebruary 2005, vowing to crush a
decade-old Maoist revolt in which more than 13,080ple have died.

U.S. ambassador James Moriarty, speaking to Religdesision just two hours before the address,
said the king had no choice but to relent to thtigm demands.

"If he doesn't do that, | think the monarchy wititriast and ... we are going to see a revolution
inside Nepal.

"It would mean wider chaos and it would mean a gowahce for the Maoist insurgents to take over
this country."

The rebels have a loose alliance with the poliizaties and have vowed to join the mainstream if
there is a representative government in Kathmandu.

http://www.couriermail.news.com.au/story/0,2079898493-954,00.html

Opponents suspicious of King's plan

By Gopal Sharma in Kathmandu

April 22, 2006

This article from : Reuters

NEPAL'S King Gyanendra said overnight after weeks bviolent anti-monarchy protests he
would restore political power to the people but thdargest party said he had not gone far
enough and vowed more demonstrations.

At least 12 people have been killed and hundredshded in police action against protesters since

a seven-party alliance launched a campaign on Agoldemand restoration of multi-party
democracy.



King Gyanendra sought to ease the crisis overnagittpuncing in a national address in the Nepali
language that he would give the alliance the paow@ame a prime minister.

"Executive power of the kingdom of Nepal, which viasur safekeeping, shall from this day be
returned to the people," said the king, lookingaes and dressed in a Nepali cap and black jacket.

"We ask the seven-party alliance to recommend éneenfor the post of prime minister at the
earliest for the constitution of a council of mieis, which will bear the responsibility of govergi
the country in accordance with the constitution."

The King appeared to rule out any change of thetttotion to curb his own powers, which has
been a primary demand of the political parties.yli@ve said elections to a constituent assembly,
which would make such changes, was critical.

Krishna Prasad Sitaula, a spokesman for the N€uadgress, a key constituent of the alliance, said
the king had not "addressed the road map of thiegranovement.”

"Our protest campaign will continue," he said.
The parties were to give a joint response latessiiady on Saturday.

King Gyanendra sacked the government and toolpblers in February 2005, vowing to crush a
decade-old Maoist revolt in which more than 13,080ple have died.

Maoist rebels, who have a loose alliance with #hees-party alliance, have insisted on a new
constitution prepared by a constituent assembly @&condition to joining the mainstream.

King Gyanendra, who came to the throne after trf@# 2falace massacre when his elder brother,
Birendra, was killed by his own son, the Crown BeiDipendra, has been under tremendous
international pressure to restore democracy.

The European Union and India both welcomed the'kipigdge to hand over power.

U.S. ambassador James Moriarty, speaking to Relgdesision just two hours before the address,
said the king had no choice but to relent to thige demands.

"If he doesn't do that, | think the monarchy wititlast and ... we are going to see a revolution
inside Nepal."

The White House urged Nepal's political partieadbquickly and form a government in response
to King Gyanendra's vow to restore political poweethe people.

"We are pleased that King Gyanendra's message toddg clear that sovereignty resides with the
people of Nepal," said Frederick Jones, spokesoratié White House National Security Council.

Yesterday, protesters burned tyres and threw lnggarbed wire across the streets of the capital,
Kathmandu, as a curfew imposed to prevent a mardhepalace took effect.

Black smoke rose from several places in the city.6fmillion people as protesters tried to block
movement of police and troops. Protesters burrgalyarnment revenue office on the outskirts of
the capital and battled with police elsewhere adhly. There was no word of serious casualties.



The curfew in Kathmandu began at 9am (1315 AEST)veas to continue until midnight (0415
AEST), but was only being enforced within the dityits. On the ring road outside, tens of
thousands marched, waved party flags and chartgdrst demanding the king leave the country.

Riot police, troops with automatic weapons and anad cars stood at major intersections to bar
protesters planning to march on the palace.

On Thursday, police opened fired on tens of thodsar demonstrators trying to enter the city. At
least three people were killed and up to 100 imjure

The reactions of local residents to the king's esslivere mixed.

"The king has given all he can,” said Bobby Sirapilot with Royal Nepal Airlines. "Now the ball
is in the seven-party alliance's court."”

Prominent women's rights activist Prabha Thakat: s#tis the best news in a while. It's not the be-
all and end-all but at this point in time, | thitilere is definitely a light at the end of the tuihe

http://www.tsr.ch/tsr/index.html?site Sect=200002&=6649663&cKey=1145722278000
Népal: manifestation bravant le couvre-feu répriméebrutalement
22.04.2006 18:11

KATMANDOU - Une centaine de personnes ont été bledss a Katmandou ou la police a tiré
sur des manifestants pro-démocratie. Les partis dfaposition et les rebelles maoistes ont rejeté
des concessions proposées par le roi Gyanendra.

Plus de deux semaines apres le début du mouvemeoindestation, 200 a 300'000 personnes ont
défié le couvre-feu et la police anti-émeutes tecette nouvelle journée de protestation dans la
capitale népalaise.

Les manifestants sont allés samedi plus loin danstre de Katmandou qu'a aucun autre moment
depuis le début du mouvement de protestation ctena il y a plus de deux semaines. La police a
ouvert le feu a au moins deux endroits, a un kiloengeulement du palais royal, pour disperser les
manifestants.

Cent cinquante personnes ont été blessees, omtrtapgs partis politiques. Au moins une centaine
de manifestants ont été admis a I'h6pital avebbiessures provoquées, souvent a la téte, par des
balles, des tirs de gaz lacrymogénes ou des caugis;laré le Dr Sarita Pandey, du Kathmandu
Model Hospital. Douze d'entre eux étaient danstancagitique, a-t-il ajouté.

Les manifestants ont brllé des pneus et jeté @eepiavant de marcher vers le centre de
Katmandou. "Nous devons faire partir le roi du Ne&est ce que nous exigeons", s'est exclamé un
manifestant, un sympathisant des maoistes quiuasrégnonymat.

De tres nombreux habitants s'étaient massés ledesi@rtéres pour encourager les protestataires et
les asperger d'eau afin de les aider a supportdrai@ur, bravant le couvre-feu avec ordre de &irer
vue de nouveau imposé samedi a Katmandou, de @0 (08h45 a 16h45 en Suisse). Mais la
pluie qui tombait dans I'apres-midi a obligé laléoa se mettre a I'abri.



"Nous ne pouvons en aucun cas nous rallier au goerent et la gréve générale et les
manifestations pacifiques vont se poursuivre",etaValliance des principaux partis politiques de
l'opposition.

Les maoistes, qui combattent le pouvoir depuisnsddans une guérilla ayant fait 12'500 morts, ont
eux aussi opposé une fin de non-recevoir a cesapiiil qualifié de "conspiration féodale".

Le roi Gyanendra, qui s'est arrogé en février 288%leins pouvoirs, avait annoncé vendredi gu'il
voulait rendre le pouvoir au peuple et avait dengaauak partis de désigner un premier ministre.
(ATS)

http://www.asianews.it/view.php?l=en&art=5971
22 April, 2006

NEPAL

Police fire on crowds as protests rage
by Prakash Dubey

Dozens of people have been wounded. The opposiegoribed the king’'s overture yesterday as
“ambiguous” and the “umpteenth attempt to fool” theople. More than 200,000 people are
marching on the royal palace, in defiance of thgidee curfew. Police are prepared to prevent their
march on the royal palace that is protected bydamhkd helicopters. Fear and discouragement
prevail among the people.

Kathamndu (AsiaNews) — Yesterday's overture by Ki@ganendra to “restore power to the

people” has not served to placate tension in Nepetording to latest reports, around 200,000
people are out on the streets protesting agaimstrtbnarchy, defying the daytime curfew that

expired at midday (local time). It is feared tHagyt are headed for the royal palace in Kathmandu,
protected by tanks and helicopters. The police, thdmb orders to shoot on sight, opened fire on the
protesters. According to provisional tolls, there around 80 people injured, including 12 with

critical injuries.

Anti-riot police have formed a cordon around thaitce of Kathmandu. Many protesters were
brandishing tree branches and communist flags.

For more than two weeks, the capital has beendheaesof huge rallies organized by an alliance of
seven main opposition parties (SPA). Just this mgrrthe alliance officially rejected the king's
offer and pledged to go ahead with the protesta.jbint statement, they said: “In his proclamation
the king did not address issues raised in the ofos roadmap and in the agreement reached
with the Maoist rebels.” Shortly beforehand, thenfer premier Girija Prasad Koirala — chairman of
the largest party of the alliance, the Nepali Cesgr— had said: “The declaration of the king does
not make sense.” On TV last night, the monarcht@avthe opposition to form a government and to
appoint a prime minister.

Gyanendra seized full powers on 1 February 20G8ifying the decision by citing the need to stop
the revolt of Maoist rebels that has claimed arolB@00 victims since 1996. The opposition is



calling for the reopening of Parliament, closedceir002, for the creation of a multi-party
government and for elections for a Constituent Adsg.

Meanwhile, anxiety is high in Kathmandu. Indra Kisk, a fruit vendor, did not dare to open his
shop today because of “the fury of the protestsshire, with a note of desperation in his voice,
said: “Even if the SPA leaders had decided to firengovernment, the agitating masses would not
have approved and violence would have proliferat@adn’t predict what this country’s destiny is.
Perhaps more curfews and violence?”

Reactions from politicians reveal that they canstiimach Gyanendra’s “arrogance”. “He is
behaving like a victor and showing magnanimity lyirgy power to the people,” said Ram Ekbal
Choudhary, a human rights activist. “He has lostltloody battle he waged against the people 14
months ago. He should now rather seek mercy fra@mptople; only then will they allow him to
live in peace.”

Opposition representatives said the initiativethefking were too ambiguous.

Sher Bahadur Deuba, of the Nepali Congress, savlse‘'skeptical about the honesty of the king.”
He added: “How power will be transferred to the gdeais not clear.” Subash Nemwang of the
Communist Party of Nepal, described Gyanendra’sevas/"yet another attempt by the king to fool
the people and save the regime”

http://www.channel4.com/news/content/news-storygageid=242276

Nepali police open fire on protestors

Last Modified: 22 Apr 2006
Source: ITN

Nepali police have shot and injured anti-monarciotgstors as tens of thousands defied a curfew
in Kathmandu.

Witnesses say that at least eight people were wexlibg gunfire, while others suffered from tear
gas injuries.

Truckloads of armed police trying to hold huge nenstof demonstrators back from the centre of
the Nepali capital opened fire in two places, disjpg crowds which later re-grouped.
On Friday, in the face of increasing civil unrd&itng Gyanendra broadcast to the nation offering to

share power with Nepal's seven-party alliance.

But former Prime Minister Girija Prasad Koiralauséd to co-operate, saying the proclamation had
no meaning, and protestors made it clear theytegjebe King's offer.

At least 12 people have been killed and hundregdsad since protests began on April 6.

Demonstrators burned tyres and threw logs ontasttieets of the city over anger at the sacking of
the government last year by King Gyanendra.



On Thursday 20 April, three people were killed wipafice opened fire on demonstrators trying
march into the city from the outskirts.

An 11-hour curfew was introduced within the cityiis where riot police, armed troops and
armoured cars lined major junctions to stop pretssentering.

King Gyanendra sacked the government and toolkpbulers in February 2005, vowing to crush a
decade-old Maoist revolt in which more than 13,060ple have died.

He has vowed to hold elections by April 2007,bat epali Congress, the country's largest
political party, said that offer was not enough.

http://in.today.reuters.com/news/NewsArticle.aspp@ttopNews&storylD=2006-04-
23T105050Z_01_NOOTR_RTRJONC_0_India-246018-2.xml|

Nepal troops impose curfew as more protests planned
Sun Apr 23, 2006 10:58 AM IST

KATHMANDU (Reuters) - Nepali soldiers and policeferced a daytime curfew in the capital
Kathmandu on Sunday, with orders to shoot to &ijptevent a planned march by anti-monarchy
protesters to the palace of King Gyanendra.

Riot police carrying shields and batons fannedagubss the city, backed by troops wielding
submachineguns and automatic rifles, and peopleeclsome through streets littered with burnt
tyres and smouldering logs placed to block thepsoo

Small groups of protesters gathered on the ouss&frthe city before the curfew took effect, and
political parties said they planned to defy thfewrand march towards the centre later, on the 18th
consecutive day of protests.

Over 100,000 people broke the curfew to enter #patal from the outskirts on Saturday and police
opened fire in at least two places to beat therk.hhgst a kilometre from the palace, they
repeatedly fired teargas at protesters.

At least 150 people were wounded in the policeoactind a stampede that broke out when the
marchers were dispersed, witnesses and polititi@sts said.

Sunday's curfew -- the latest in a string of resityns to try to halt protests -- began at 9 a0816
GMT) and would last until 8 p.m. (1415 GMT), staéelio and television announced.

On Friday, King Gyanendra offered to hand over akee power to a seven-party alliance that has
led more than two weeks of protests, but the pareégected the overture.



He did not address a key demand of the partiepeotdsters -- that the constitution be changed to
curb his powers. That is also a demand of Maols|sewho control vast swathes of the countryside
and entered a loose alliance with political pard@ess year to curb the monarch's power.

"The king is looking for a safe landing, but whatlias offered is not enough," said Naresh Thapa,
a 30-year-old driver wearing a blue baseball capsaanding with a group of protesters in western
Kathmandu before the curfew took effect.

Using a special constitutional provision, the ksagked the government and took full powers in
February 2005, vowing to crush a decade-long Maeiastlt in which more than 13,000 people
have died.

Political parties also want parliament, dissolve@©02, to be revived and the army -- which is
loyal to the king -- put under its control.

The seven-party alliance has been agitating sinré 8 to force Gyanendra to restore multi-party
democracy. At least 12 people have been killedramdireds wounded in police action against
protesters since then.

The impoverished kingdom has been virtually aaadstill with the movement of goods and
people blocked by a general strike and cripplimgeitprotests across the nation.

http://www.heraldnewsdaily.com/stories/news-00180htm|

Nepal protesters defy curfew
Staff and agencies

23 April, 2006
By Simon Denyer and Gopal Sharma 12 minutes ago

KATHMANDU - Thousands of protesters defied a dagiourfew in the Nepali capital on Sunday,
chanting slogans against the king on the 18th cutse day of protests.

At least three people were injured when police epeiire on one group of protesters in an eastern
suburb of Kathmandu, witnesses said, although werg not sure if live rounds or rubber bullets
were used.

King Gyanendra's offer on Friday to hand over powean alliance of seven political parties has
failed to quell the demonstrations against his,nfil@nything emboldening the protesters still
further.

A movement which started out with the aim of resigpidemocracy has, for some of its participants
at least, more radical goals.



"Police and soldiers, you are our brothers -- sl@gnendra,” one group chanted at rows of
padded and helmeted riot police wielding sticks simelds.

Behind the police, soldiers in green camouflagéoumis gripped submachine guns and automatic
rifles, with orders to shoot to kill if the crowddke through the police ranks and barbed wire
barricade.

"We will burn the crown and we will run the countrthe crowds chanted. "Gyanendra, thief, leave
the country."

Sunday's protests were largely confined to the roagl surrounding the capital. Although the road
lies within the curfew zone, large stretches arhénhands of the protesters, with burning logs and
tires blocking access to security forces.

In the north of the city, a group of protestersieara wooden stretcher with an effigy of a dead
Gyanendra, ostensibly on its way to cremation.

Others hung a rat from electricity wires, a bartmearging from its body saying "Gyanendra is dead,
God is great.” In a country where many people tiaaklly revered the monarch as a Hindu god,
the sentiments break a centuries-old taboo.

On Saturday more than 100,000 people broke intaiteeenter from the outskirts and police
opened fire in at least two places to beat therk.bhcst a kilometer (half a mile) from the palace,
they repeatedly fired teargas at protesters.

At least 150 people were wounded in the policeoactiind a stampede that broke out when the
marchers were dispersed, withesses and politit@ists said.

Sunday‘s demonstrations seemed more peaceful thatbrowd mostly content to chant slogans
and the police and army content to watch, but detexd to block their way into the city center.

The seven-party alliance which has led the protestsrejected Gyanendra's offer to hand over
executive power to a prime minister of their chogsi

The parties do not trust the king, and want thestitution to be changed to curb his powers. That is
also a key demand of Maoist rebels who control mafche countryside and entered a loose
alliance with the parties last year against thgkin

"The king is looking for a safe landing, but whatlias offered is not enough,"” said Naresh Thapa,
a 30-year-old driver wearing a blue baseball cap.

Using a special constitutional provision, the ksagked the government and took full powers in
February 2005, vowing to crush a decade-long Maeiastlt in which more than 13,000 people
have died.

Given the mood on the streets the parties are ofdbging seen to compromise with the monarch.
They want parliament, dissolved in 2002, to bevediand the army -- which is loyal to the king --
put under its control.

The invisible hand of the Maoists may also be fogland radicalizing the protests, analysts say.



The seven-party alliance has been agitating sinré 8 to force Gyanendra to restore multi-party
democracy. At least 12 people have been killedramdireds wounded in police action against
protesters since then.

The impoverished kingdom has been virtually aaadstill with the movement of goods and
people blocked by a general strike and cripplimgettprotests across the nation.

(Additional reporting by Raju Gopalakrishnan)

http://za.today.reuters.com/news/newsAtrticle.agpexttopNews&storylD=2006-04-
23T105337Z_01_ALL330167_RTRIDST_0_OZATP-NEPAL-200888.XML&archived=False

Nepal protesters defy curfew, call for republic
Sun Apr 23, 2006 12:52 PM GMT

By Simon Denyer and Gopal Sharma

KATHMANDU (Reuters) - Thousands of protesters defeedaytime curfew in the Nepali capital
on Sunday, chanting slogans against the king od&ke consecutive day of protests.

At least three people were injured when police epeiire on one group of protesters in an eastern
suburb of Kathmandu, witnesses said, although wexe not sure if live rounds or rubber bullets
were used.

King Gyanendra's offer on Friday to hand over potweaan alliance of seven political parties has
failed to quell the demonstrations against his,nfil@nything emboldening the protesters still
further.

A movement which started out with the aim of resigidemocracy has, for some of its participants
at least, more radical goals.

"Police and soldiers, you are our brothers -- sl@gnendra,” one group chanted at rows of
padded and helmeted riot police wielding sticks simélds.

Behind the police, soldiers in green camouflagéaums gripped submachine guns and automatic
rifles, with orders to shoot to kill if the crowddke through the police ranks and barbed wire
barricade.

"We will burn the crown and we will run the countrthe crowds chanted. "Gyanendra, thief, leave
the country."



Sunday's protests were largely confined to the mragl surrounding the capital. Although the road
lies within the curfew zone, large stretches ardhénhands of the protesters, with burning logs and
tyres blocking access to security forces.

In the north of the city, a group of protestergieara wooden stretcher with an effigy of a dead
Gyanendra, ostensibly on its way to cremation.

Others hung a rat from electricity wires, a bartmerging from its body saying "Gyanendra is dead,
God is great”. In a country where many people tiaally revered the monarch as a Hindu god,
the sentiments break a centuries-old taboo.

PARTIES WARY OF KING

On Saturday more than 100,000 people broke intaiteeentre from the outskirts and police
opened fire in at least two places to beat themi.bhcst a kilometre (half a mile) from the palace,
they repeatedly fired teargas at protesters.

At least 150 people were wounded in the policeoactind a stampede that broke out when the
marchers were dispersed, withesses and politit@ists said.

Sunday's demonstrations seemed more peacefulthveittrowd mostly content to chant slogans
and the police and army content to watch, but detexd to block their way into the city centre.

The seven-party alliance which has led the protes$srejected Gyanendra's offer to hand over
executive power to a prime minister of their chogsi

The parties do not trust the king, and want thestitution to be changed to curb his powers. That is
also a key demand of Maoist rebels who control mafche countryside and entered a loose
alliance with the parties last year against thgkin

"The king is looking for a safe landing, but whatlias offered is not enough," said Naresh Thapa,
a 30-year-old driver wearing a blue baseball cap.

Using a special constitutional provision, the ksagked the government and took full powers in
February 2005, vowing to crush a decade-long Maeisilt in which more than 13,000 people
have died.

Given the mood on the streets the parties are ofdpging seen to compromise with the monarch.
They want parliament, dissolved in 2002, to bevediand the army -- which is loyal to the king --
put under its control.

The invisible hand of the Maoists may also be fogland radicalising the protests, analysts say.



The seven-party alliance has been agitating sinré 8 to force Gyanendra to restore multi-party
democracy. At least 12 people have been killedramdireds wounded in police action against
protesters since then.

The impoverished kingdom has been virtually aaadstill with the movement of goods and
people blocked by a general strike and cripplimgettprotests across the nation.

http://www.liberation.fr/page.php?Article=377129#

Offensive maoiste au Népal
Les rebelles maoistes ont lancé une attaque comgreille a I'est du pays * A Katmandou,
l'opposition appelle de nouveau a manifester maodire le roi.

lundi 24 avril 2006 (Liberation.fr - 13:01)

L'ambassade des Etats-Unis a Katmandou a demamdiéalux familles des diplomates en poste et
a certains membres du personnel de quitter le Nepglays est secoué depuis plus de deux
semaines par de violentes manifestations conn@ [Byanendra, qui a pris les pleins pouvoirs le
ler février 2005.

Plusieurs centaines de rebelles maoistes ont landéune offensive a Chautara, dans I'Est du
pays. «ll semble qu'il s'agisse d'une offensiveasaportante, mais nous n'avons aucun détail. Les
autorités locales ont demandé le soutien d'hékereptet nous avons dépéché des renforts», a
déclaré un haut fonctionnaire ayant requis I'anatym

Cette reprise de I'action des maoistes — engageéeuti@ guérilla contre la monarchie qui a fait
12500 morts en dix ans — intervient a la veillmd'nouvelle manifestation a I'appel des sept
principaux partis d'opposition. Ceux-ci avaientkte 6 avril, en accord avec les rebelles, unlappe
a la greve générale illimitée accompagnée de nstaifens quotidiennes, souvent violentes. lls
réclament le rétablissement de la démocratie pdiiealle despote ayant, lors de sa prise de pouvoir
en 2005, instauré I'état d'urgence, suspendu tés dondamentaux et limogé le gouvernement de
coalition. Vendredi, Gyanendra a tenté de désameamnflit en proposant aux partis d'opposition
de nommer un Premier ministre. Une solution immtédent rejetée, ces derniers réclamant
I'abolition des pouvoirs du roi et l'instauraticdarte république, ou d'une monarchie a I'anglaise. A
moins quatorze personnes ont été tuées et desmemntbautres ont été blessées par des tirs et
charges des forces de I'ordre depuis le début chekalisation.

http://www.liberation.fr/page.php?Article=377066#

100 000 opposants au roi du Népal de nouveau daasrue

par Pierre PRAKASH
QUOTIDIEN : lundi 24 avril 2006

a Katmandou



Prés de 300 personnes ont été blessées, ce weakkatthandou, lors des manifestations
antimonarchiques qui se poursuivent malgré la pitipo du roi Gyanendra de rendre le pouvoir
aux partis. L'opposition a rejeté son offre etageat a la place la réouverture du Parlement, afin de
préparer I'élection d'une Assemblée constituaramesli, 100 000 manifestants ont encore défié le
couvre-feu, provoquant la riposte des forces adrBoqui ont tiré sur la foule.

http://www.indianexpress.com/printerFriendly/30&inh

Gyanendra silent, Nepal-7 fears mob may take over
Yubaraj Ghimire
Posted online: Monday, April 24, 2006 at 0000 I83 |

KATHMANDU, APRIL 23

As protests continued in Nepal for the 18th stradgy, the seven-party alliance, which has
demanded the reinstatement of parliament as tsiectindition for government formation, waited
for a response from King Gyanendra.

The political parties and the Maoists have demaratthe King use Article 127 to revive
parliament, which in turn can pass a resolutiofoto an interim government.

“Let the King reinstate parliament on conditiontttiee government formed after that can even call
for election to the constituent assembly and wétaie the offer,” said Arjun Narsingh K, a
member of the Congress working committee. “Of ceutise Maoists will have to agree for a
ceasefire and settle the issue of their arms managieas a pre-condition for elections,” he added.
But with only silence emanating from Narayanhitiga, political leaders are increasingly worried
about the prospect of demonstrators resortingdlence.

Yesterday, thousands of SMS messages made thesrotik@thmandu, urging people to come and
“gherao” the royal palace. Some protesters evemgiied to set ablaze the house of a senior police
officer.

While the government has stopped SMS serviceanali leaders, who felt that such incidents
could discredit the movement and ruin chances @&aaly solution, held a meeting to discuss the
issue.

Today, as the protests continued in defiance otthfew, three people were injured when police
opened fire.

“Police and soldiers, you are our brothers. Sho@r@®ndra,” one group chanted at the riot police.
“We will burn the crown and we will run the country—(With Reuters

http://www.nzherald.co.nz/section/print.cfm?c_id=t§ectid=10378737

Nepali protesters continue to defy curfew

24.04.06 1.00pm
By Simon Denyer and Gopal Sharma

KATHMANDU - Thousands of protesters defied a dagiourfew in the Nepali capital today to
chant slogans against the king, but the demonstieBeemed less intense and more peaceful than
in recent days.



Nevertheless, at least 23 people were injuredashds between police and protesters in different
parts of the city, some hit by rubber bullets, adowy to an official at a private hospital.

pm Ny T
Protesters gather around a barrier at Kalanki ithitandu. Picture / Reuters

King Gyanendra's offer on Saturday to hand overgydw an alliance of seven political parties has
failed to quell protests against his rule, whickeesd an 18th day today.

Instead, a movement which started out with the@inestoring democracy has, for some of its
participants at least, now more radical goals.

"Police and soldiers, you are our brothers -- sl@gnendra,” one group chanted at rows of
padded and helmeted riot police wielding sticks simelds.

Behind the police, soldiers in green camouflagéoumis gripped submachine guns and automatic
rifles, with orders to shoot to kill if the crowddke through.

"We will burn the crown and we will run the countrthe crowds chanted. "Gyanendra, thief, leave
the country."”

Today's protests were largely confined to the romyg surrounding the capital. Although the road
lies within the curfew zone, large stretches aréhéhands of the protesters, with burning logs and
tyres blocking access to security forces.

In the north of the city, a group of protestersieara wooden stretcher with an effigy of a dead
Gyanendra, ostensibly on its way to cremation.

Others hung a rat from electricity wires, a bartmearging from its body saying "Gyanendra is dead,
God is great”. In a country where many people tiaatlly revered the monarch as a Hindu god,
the sentiments break a centuries-old taboo.

In the interior of Kathmandu, streets were devdittaffic and shops shuttered, but tension
appeared to have considerably eased. Childrengfaptball and badminton on the street and
people came out of their houses, chatting in sgrallps.

Elsewhere in the country, about 200,000 people paokin a rally in Dang, a government-held
town in western Nepal. Tens of thousands also nearainthe southern town of Narayanghat,
which has seen some of the largest protests aghamging.

Another major rally is planned for Kathmandu on \Wesbay, activists said, with party leaders



vowing to take to the streets themselves for ttet fime since the latest protests began.

Yesterday more than 100,000 people broke into Katidu's city centre and police opened fire in
at least two places to beat them back.

At least 150 people were wounded in the policeoaciind a stampede that broke out when the
marchers were dispersed, withesses and politit@ists said.

The seven-party alliance which has led the protestsrejected Gyanendra's offer to hand over
executive power to a prime minister of their chogsi

The parties do not trust the king, and want thestitution to be changed to curb his powers. That is
also a key demand of Maoist rebels who control mafche countryside and entered a loose
alliance with the parties last year against thgkin

"The king is misleading the people,” said Akkalar@g, 36, a finance company worker and
protests regular who wants Nepal to become a "deatiocepublic”. "We are not afraid to die, we
have to die one day anyway," she said.

The king sacked the government and took full poweebruary 2005, vowing to crush a decade-
long Maoist revolt in which more than 13,000 pedmpdee died.

Given the mood on the streets, the parties are wfdoging seen to compromise with the monarch.
They want parliament, dissolved in 2002, to bevediand the army -- which is loyal to the king --
put under its control.

The invisible hand of the Maoists may also be fogland radicalising the protests, analysts say.

The alliance has been agitating since April 6 teédGyanendra to restore multi-party democracy.
At least 12 people have been killed and thousarwsded in protests since then.

- REUTERS

http://www.thenewstribune.com/news/nationworld/gt6687159p-5097732c.html

Nepali police use rubber bullets on protesters

The Associated Press
Published: April 24th, 2006 01:00 AM

KATMANDU, Nepal — Nepali police fired rubber buleat thousands of protesters Sunday,
struggling to enforce a curfew imposed to keepiptst pro-democracy demonstrators off the
streets in the Himalayan country’s deepening crisis

The protesters were trying to enter the city linotdatmandu, the capital, when police fired tear
gas, then rubber bullets, independent Kantipuwisilen reported. Doctors at a hospital said they
treated three people hurt by rubber bullets.

Later, communist rebels attacked security baseganernment buildings in Nepal’s mountainous
north-central region, officials said today. Theraswmo immediate information on injuries or the
extent of damage in the attacks overnight in Chauta



Katmandu was under a daylong curfew for the foattaight day. On Saturday, clashes between
security forces and demonstrators injured more #t¥n

The protesters have refused to quit despite Kingnégdra’s offer to allow the alliance of seven
opposition parties behind the protests to nomiagieme minister and form a government.

In other areas of unrest around the world:

[.]

http://www.mirror.co.uk/news/tm_objectid=16985409&thod=full&siteid=94762&headline=3-hurt-in-nepabii-
name_page.html

24 April 2006
3 HURT IN NEPAL RIOT

AT least three people were injured as police firdaber bullets and tear gas at anti-monarchy
protesters in Nepal yesterday.

Thousands defied an 11-hour daytime curfew todrget into the capital Katmandu but were
dispersed.

Thousands also marched in the city's Kalanki anaig@lau areas - the focal point of recent
protests.

In the city centre, which was patrolled by soldierarmoured cars, only small groups were
defiant.

Opposition leaders and Maoists have rejected Kipgnéndra's offer of a multi-party democracy,
saying it does not allow for the return of parliarhand election of an assembly to write a
constitution.

http://www.abc.net.au/news/newsitems/200604/s162 28

Monday, April 24, 2006. 10:03pm (AEST)
Six die as Nepal rebels raid town

At least five Maoist rebels and a Nepali soldiereveilled when hundreds of rebels stormed an
eastern town overnight, the army said, while thadsalefied a curfew in the capital in anti-king
protests.

Sunday night's attack by the insurgents - fightmmgverthrow the monarchy since 1996 - was
among the biggest in nearly three weeks since & prasdemocracy campaign erupted across the
impoverished Himalayan kingdom.

The attack may have been designed to increaseupeess the king and engage security forces
already struggling to quell protests around thentge) analysts said.



It took place in Chautara, about 100 kilometres ebKathmandu, when the rebels attacked a
police station, district administration office,eddcommunications tower and a jail in the town,
authorities said.

"We have found bodies of five Maoists in combatsdréOne soldier also died," an army officer told
Reuters, adding that four civilians were woundethancross-fire.

"We have foiled their attempt to overrun the towmg"said.
Chautara lies in the hills of Sindhupalchowk digtra stronghold of the rebels.

A Reuters reporter on his way to the area saidthi®atebels had blocked the road about 30
kilometres short of Chautara town with fallen treesl boulders, apparently to prevent troops from
rushing in reinforcements.

District authorities had requested helicopter supaind reinforcements, one government official
said, while some locals near the area said thditfiglcould still be on.

News of the attack came as an alliance of sevatigabparties held protests on Monday for the
19th consecutive day, and vowed to bring hundrédsomsands of people onto the streets of
Kathmandu for a major rally on Tuesday.

Curfew, protests

Thousands demonstrated, largely peacefully, aloa@7-kilometre ring road that circles the capital
on Monday, kept out of the city centre by rows aflged and helmeted riot police wielding sticks
and shields.

Behind them, soldiers carrying submachine gunsaamomatic rifles stood at the ready.

Political parties have reasserted their controk dlve protests in the last two days, leading largel
peaceful demonstrations after two weeks of fiem&rontations with security forces.

But there were isolated clashes on Monday. On Katita's northern outskirts at least one person
was injured when police fired rubber bullets arat gas on a stone-throwing crowd of around 150
people.

"We are preparing for a massive rally, to fill #etire ring road with people," Kashinath Adhikary,
an official from the Communist Party of Nepal (UMIthe country's second biggest political party,
told Reuters.

He said top leaders would lead the demonstrationBugsday for the first time since this round of
protests began on April 6.

Although the ring road lies within the curfew zotege stretches are in the hands of the protesters
with burning logs and tyres blocking access to ggcforces.

Authorities clamped a fresh daytime curfew on tagital in a bid to thwart Monday's planned
protests.

On Friday King Gyanendra, who seized power last,ya&féered to hand it over to the seven-party
alliance, but his offer was rejected by the pardied has failed to quell the protests.

The country's main political parties entered a éoaiance with Maoist rebels to end royal rule las
November.

The rebels, who control vast swathes of the cosittey seek to establish a communist republic in a
conflict that has cost more than 13,000 lives.

Maoists are demanding elections for a special asisetim write a new constitution and curb the
king's powers, a demand which the political partiage now taken up.



Rejecting Gyanendra's offer to hand over powettygaaders said they did not trust the king and
want him to revive parliament, dissolved in 2002.

That in turn would give them the authority to akctions for an assembly to prepare a new
constitution and could pave the way for the Madistsejoin the mainstream.

The alliance has been agitating since April 6 teédGyanendra to restore multi-party democracy.
At least 12 people have been killed and thousarwsded in protests since then.
-Reuters

http://www.nepalitimes.com/issue/295/Update/11725

A day in the life of riot police
24 April | 5.30 PM NST
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A group of parched and famished armed police wagatiently in Maharajganj, Ring Road for
their potato chips and bottled water. “It's finaligre,” exclaims a constable rushing to open a
packet of potato chips. As he is munching awaygtioeip hears screams of people chanting
slogans coming from far away, “Oh no, not againsTob’s so annoying,” he tells his friends.

The officer holding his loud speaker nods his haad agrees. “If | have to curse anyone, then |
would curse him to be a police in the next birthg officer’s loud remark is met with a roar of
laughter from his juniors including the RNA soldiestanding nearby. “Well boys, keep your cool
and be nice,” the officer tell his group who takesgion and get nervous when they see that they
are outnumbered.

“How about | shoot only once?” asks a police aintimgytear gas gun towards the sky and ends up
dropping on his own friends. But the protestersmao®ing too close to Nirmal Nibas, King
Gyanendra’s residence.The officer in charge moietem one step further and request the
leaders of the protestors to stop right away.

“You want to kill us? Go ahead, shoot right throumgi heart,” a protester challenges as he takes off
his shirt and points to his chest. The police siaghing the group back but they are so strongethos
even tear gases don't affect them anymore. “Alweaat is to pass through to Ring Road. If anyone
throws stones at you, we will hand the person t’yshouts the group leader.

“Please try to understand. We’re merely doing obx"jpleads the officer in charge and tells us
softly that if he didn’t have his family to feed i®uld have joined the protestors.

Just then a group of RNA soldiers arrive with tisginior officers. “What are you doing? They're
still here? Push them back,” says one of the aficé¥ou even let the press pass here? Chase them
out,” says another officer near the roundabout ahktajgan;.

The offended police officer loses his temper afid tes troop to rush and start charging the
protestors with their batons. All the protestorgstlty young, run screaming anti-king slogans. By
the end, over 15 are injured, half of whom fall dowhile trying to flee and bleed on the floor.



“Long live Loktantra. We’'ll get you soon,” shoutsetpro-democracy protestors as they disperse
and head back to Gongabu carrying their injurezhfis.
-Naresh Newar

http://in.today.reuters.com/news/NewsArticle.aspp@ttopNews&storylD=2006-04-
24T202141Z_01_NOOTR_RTRJONC_0_India-246184-2.xml

Nepal talks aimed at finding way out for king
Mon Apr 24, 2006 8:29 PM IST

By Simon Denyer and Gopal Sharma

KATHMANDU (Reuters) - Diplomats tried to broker arapromise between Nepal's king and
political parties on Monday that could end 19 dafymassive street protests as Maoist rebels
renewed their revolt in the countryside.

Thousands of demonstrators defied a curfew to sslogains against the king in Kathmandu ahead
of a major rally planned for Tuesday, which will lee by two former prime ministers and is
expected to attract hundreds of thousands of people

As tensions rose, the U.S. embassy ordered nomedsaff and family members to leave the
country. It also recommended American citizens ghoansider leaving Nepal.

Maoist rebels waging a decade-long insurgency ag#ie monarchy flexed their muscles by
staging a raid on a district capital just a fewdsadrive from Kathmandu.

Hundreds stormed the town of Chautara, 100 kmafdke capital and fought a six-hour gunbattle
that left at least five rebels and a soldier dead.

In Kathmandu, rumours swirled that the king migitese to revive parliament, dissolved in 2002,
addressing a key demand of the seven-party alliezackng the street protests.

"The king is in a corner and he is looking for ayveat,” said one diplomat. "The name of the game
is compromise, but it has to come in the next dagoo-- otherwise it is down to the streets.”

Parliament could in turn use its moral and legahauity to call talks with the Maoists and,
provided they lay down their arms, call electioasdn assembly to rewrite the constitution. That
would satisfy the key demand of the rebels whorobrast swathes of the countryside.

"Very intense behind-the-scenes talks are goingsaigd Kunda Dixit, editor of the Nepali Times.
"Indian brokering has gone into high gear and a ayoing back and forth."



On Friday, King Gyanendra offered to hand over akee power to the seven-party alliance, but
the parties rejected the offer.

The king, they said, had not addressed their demmgbarliament to be reconvened and for
elections to be held for an assembly to write a oemstitution.

He failed to offer any guarantees he would nottheeconstitution in future to dismiss the
government, just as he did in February 2005. Ndth&i show any signs of willingness to surrender
his strongest card, control of the Royal NepalegayA

As diplomats tried to broker a deal, thousandseofgte demonstrated, largely peacefully, along the
27-km ring road that circles the capital, kept oluthe city by rows of padded and helmeted riot
police wielding sticks and shields.

Political parties have reasserted their controk dlve protests in the last two days, leading largel
peaceful demonstrations after two weeks of fiem&rontations with security forces.

But there were isolated clashes on Monday, wilkadt a dozen people injured, after police fired
rubber bullets and tear gas on stone-throwing csoavdl beat protesters with sticks.

MAOIST ATTACK

Sunday night's rebel attack -- on key governmeiitlimgs in Chautara -- was the biggest in nearly
three weeks since a mass pro-democracy campaigtedracross the Himalayan kingdom.

The attack may have been designed to increaseupeess the king and engage security forces
already struggling to quell protests around thentge) analysts said.

The country's main political parties entered a éoaliance with the Maoists to end royal rule last
November.

The parties have been agitating since April 6 taddsyanendra to restore multi-party democracy.
At least 12 people have been killed and thousarwsded in protests since then.

http://www.dailyindia.com/show/19921.php/Nepal-@stbrs-march-closer-to-palace

Nepal protestors march closer to palace

KATHMANDU, Nepal, April 23 (UPI) -- Barbed wire wasrected to block off central Kathmandu
Sunday as thousands of protesters marched omiipeoad around Nepal's capital.

More than 100,000 anti-royal protestors defied @idee curfew on Saturday to demonstrate in the
city center, the BBC reported. At least 150 peapee injured when riot police used tear gas and
rubber bullets.



Protestors are calling for the removal of King Gsfagira, who assumed direct powers in February
2005. The opposition groups, who have rejectedthg's offer to form an all-party government,
want a new constitution formed by a popular eleetszsembly, the BBC said.

Nepal's Maoist rebels have also joined protesidrs.sea of people on the streets proves that the
Nepali people want to get rid of the feudal regiorever, the rebels said in a statement.

Copyright 2006 by United Press International

http://today.reuters.co.uk/news/newsAtrticle.aspp@tyworldNews&storylD=2006-04-
24T190347Z_01_L1969978 RTRUKOC_0_UK-NEPAL.xmI

Nepal's king reinstates dissolved parliament
Mon Apr 24, 2006 8:03 PM BST

By Simon Denyer and Gopal Sharma

KATHMANDU (Reuters) - King Gyanendra on Monday annced he would reinstate Nepal's
dissolved parliament, prompting political partiesty they might call off the mass protests that
have paralysed the country.

The parties had vowed to stage a major rally letNmyformer prime ministers on Tuesday, which
had been expected to attract hundreds of thousdrmople.

"We, through this proclamation, reinstate the hafsepresentatives which was dissolved on May
22, 2002," the king said on national televisiorndiag the first session would be held on Friday.

"We call upon the seven-party alliance to bear#sponsibility of taking the nation on the path to
national unity and prosperity, while ensuring pemerat peace and safeguarding multi-party
democracy."

Last week, the king offered to hand over power poige minister nominated by the seven political
parties, but the parties said this was not enough.

His brief statement on Monday made no explicit noenof elections to an assembly that would
write a new constitution, which has been anothgrdeamand of the protesters and of Maoist rebels
who control large swathes of the countryside.

But the king said his proclamation was being maedrding to the road map of the agitating
political parties”.

Arjun Narsingh K.C., a senior leader of the Neangress, the largest political party, said the
alliance would respond formally on Tuesday but Wady to postpone a major rally planned for
the capital on that day.



"It is the victory of the people's movement,” halsa

The king, looking sombre and wearing a traditiddepali cap and black jacket, also offered his
sympathy for the first time to the victims of 19ydaf street protests.

"We extend our heartfelt condolences to all thoke have lost their lives in the people's
movement, and wish the injured a speedy recovee/said.

There was no immediate word from the Maoist rebels) entered a loose alliance with the parties
last year to end royal rule. But analysts saidodadiament was likely to start a peace process with
the Maoists that would lead to elections for thestituent assembly.

Diplomats had been trying tried to broker a compsenbetween the king and political parties.
PROTESTS, ATTACK

Earlier on Monday, thousands of people demonstiat&&thmandu, largely peacefully, along the
27-km (17-mile) ring road that circles the capitapt out of the city by rows of padded and
helmeted riot police wielding sticks and shields.

The parties have reasserted their control oveptbeests in the last two days, leading largely
peaceful demonstrations after two weeks of conétioris with security forces.

There were only isolated clashes on Monday, witlleagt a dozen people injured, after police fired
rubber bullets and teargas on stone-throwing craamdisbeat protesters.

Earlier the U.S. embassy ordered non-essentidlastdffamily members to leave the country. It
also recommended American citizens should conse@deing Nepal.

A U.S. State Department official gave the proclaomat guarded welcome, saying Washington
wanted the king to give up the power to be ablgissolve parliament again.

"What's important is not only that power be resdcaad handed over to political parties but that
some commitments be made that would prevent arep#ae events of 2005," the official told
reporters.

Maoist rebels waging a decade-long insurgency ag#ie monarchy flexed their muscles by
staging a raid on a district capital just a fewdsadrive from Kathmandu.

Hundreds stormed the town of Chautara, 100 km (6€sjreast of the capital, and fought a six-
hour gun battle that left at least five rebels arsbldier dead.

The parties have been agitating since April 6 toddsyanendra to restore multi-party democracy.
At least 12 people have been killed and thousarwsided in protests since then.



http://today.reuters.com/business/newsarticle.agpr2tnBusinessNews&storylD=nB164965&imageid=20@6-0
24T202214Z_01_NEP111_RTRIDSP_2_NEPAL.jpg&cap=Né&palipro-
democracy%?20activists%20celebrate%200n%20the%20sU2 0after%20a%20televised%20statement%20by%20Ki
ng%20Gyanendra%20in%20Nepal's%20capital%20Kathmtagfearly%20morning%20April%2025,%202006.%20
%20REUTERS/Adrees%20Latif

UPDATE 9-Part victory, part protest on Nepal strees
Tuesday 25 April 2006, 11:22am EST (Recasts, adidsi comments from India and China)
By Gopal Sharma

KATHMANDU, April 25 (Reuters) - Hundreds of thousdmof people flooded the streets of
Nepal's capital on Tuesday after King Gyanendraanced a deal to end weeks of unrest, but the
rally was part victory celebration and part conédyprotest.

Gyanendra announced on Monday night that he hadteeed the country's dissolved parliament,
meeting a key demand of the seven-party allianb&;wswiftly welcomed the decision and called
off their protests.

Maoist rebels, who control vast swathes of the tyside, denounced the king's concession as a
sham.

On Tuesday, the ring road around Kathmandu tumieda sea of people waving party flags and
chanting slogans, some of them heralding the tebirdemocracy, others still angry at the
monarch.

Tens of thousands marched into the city centrecammided near the palace, demanding the King
leave the country and punishment for those resptan®r firing on and beating demonstrators
during 19 days of mass protests that left at |#Astead and thousands wounded.

Rows of riot police blocked the demonstrators thas 500 metres (550 yards) from the palace, but
there was no violence.

The crowds made no attempt to break through batdown metal signboards carrying excerpts
from the king's speeches and shouted "Gyanended, ldave the country".

In the evening, police fired teargas to disperanathousands demonstrators listening to speeches
in a stadium.

But elsewhere, most of the crowds had disperseti{tanstreets were thronged with shoppers and
people out for a stroll. Youngsters played footalbarks and Western tourists were out bicycling
as trucks took riot police back to barracks.

REACHING OUT TO MAOISTS



The seven parties that have led the crippling mairarchy campaign named former Prime Minister
Girija Prasad Koirala, 84, as the new head of guweint and said the first job would be to ensure
the Maoists, fighting a decade-long rebellion, gairthe political mainstream.

But the rebels, who insist on elections for a sglexssembly to write a new constitution, rebuked
the king and the patrties.

Maoist leader Prachanda said the parties had caaethi@nother historic mistake" and encouraged
the people to continue protesting until the partieslared elections for an assembly.

"The proclamation is a sham and a conspiracy agdiadNepali people,” Prachanda said in a
statement. "Our party firmly rejects this."

He also called for a blockade of Kathmandu, aait$.5 million people, and district capitals.

In a nod to the Maoists, who have a loose alliamitie the seven parties, leaders said work on an
assembly was a priority.

"We will be doing all we can to bring Maoists tetmainstream of peace and democracy. Now we
have to create an environment for an interim gawemt that will have Maoist participation,” said
Minendra Rijal, an alliance leader.

The Maoists have been trying to end the monarchyeatablish a communist republic and more
than 13,000 people have died in the insurgencyesin®6.

Giant neighbours India and China welcomed the kingve.

"This is a victory for the people of Nepal, who balisplayed extraordinary courage and reaffirmed
their faith and commitment to freedom and democrabge future of Nepal is safe in their hands,"
the Indian Foreign Ministry said in a statement.

A Chinese foreign ministry spokesman said the govent welcomed efforts by the King and
parties to achieve political reconciliation andtoes stability.

Nepal's parliament has been dissolved since 20@RGyanendra assumed absolute power last
year, declaring a state of emergency and vowirggush the escalating Maoist rebellion.

Speaking on national television late on Monday,king said he was calling back the assembly.

Gyanendra had offered last week to give powergorae minister nominated by the seven patrties,
but they said this was not enough.

(Additional reporting by Simon Denyer)



http://in.today.reuters.com/News/newsArticle.aspg@tworldNews&storylD=2006-04-
25T123825Z_01_NOOTR_RTRJONC_0_India-246307-1.xml

Nepal parties stop protests, Maoists press on
Tue Apr 25, 2006 12:46 PM IST

By Gopal Sharma

KATHMANDU (Reuters) - Nepal's seven-party alliareadled off crippling pro-democracy
protests on Tuesday after King Gyanendra announeeudls reinstating the dissolved parliament,
but Maoist rebels denounced the king's speectshara.

The seven parties, speaking as thousands of pelopézed and danced on the streets, named
former Prime Minister Girija Prasad Koirala as tteav head of government and said the first job
would be to ensure the Maoists, fighting a decaagrrebellion, joined the political mainstream.

But Maoist leader Prachanda said that the sevdiepéiad committed "another historic mistake"
and encouraged the people to continue their psotegtl the parties declared elections for a
assembly to write a new constitution.

"The proclamation is a sham and a conspiracy agdiadNepali people,” Prachanda said in a
statement in the Nepali language. "Our party firngjects this."”

He also called for a blockade of the capital Kathdwg a city of 1.5 million people, and district
capitals.

The seven parties planned to convert a protestcalled for Tuesday into a celebration, and
hundreds of thousands of people were expectedeosttbéets of the capital Kathmandu later in the
day.

"We have called off the general strike and prdtestid Krishna Prasad Sitaula, spokesman for the
Nepali Congress, the largest party in the alliance.

"Today's planned protest has been converted iatctary rally. This will go down in history as a
new example of how peaceful protests are held. Whisletermine the future of the country.”

The alliance named Koirala as the new head of gowent.

"All parties have a consensus for him," Madhav Kuiepal, general secretary of the Congress
Party of Nepal, told Reuters after a meeting ofatiance.

BACK TO NORMAL

Life returned to normal in Kathmandu after almdsee weeks of curfew, protests and closures in
which 12 people have been killed and hundreds wedinélany buses and taxis were running for



the first time since April 6, and mobile phone ceations, cut at the height of the unrest on
Saturday, were restored.

But riot police were still deployed on street casand soldiers with automatic weapons were on
patrol.

In a nod to the Maoists, with whom the seven psitii@ve a loose alliance, Sitaula said work on an
assembly to write a new constitution would be irst priority.

Minendra Rijal, another alliance leader, said: "Wk be doing all we can to bring Maoists to the
mainstream of peace and democracy. Now we have#&tecan environment for an interim
government that will have Maoist participation.”

Mauoists control vast swaths of the countryside lzank been trying to end the monarchy and
establish a communist republic. More than 13,0Gipfeehave died since 1996.

It was a dramatic end to the weeks of protestshiae brought the impoverished kingdom to a
standstill.

Nepal's parliament has been dissolved since 20@RGyanendra assumed absolute power last
year, declaring a state of emergency and vowirgyush the escalating Maoist rebellion.

Speaking on national television late on Monday,kiing said he was calling back the assembly.
Impromptu victory celebrations erupted in Kathmaadd in other towns almost immediately.

"This victory is the people's victory, long liverdecracy," hundreds chanted on the streets,
whistling and cheering.

The United States welcomed the move and urgedrarfmmial role” for the king.

Gyanendra had offered last week to hand over ptwaiprime minister nominated by the seven
parties, but they said this was not enough. Momsdaytress went much further in content and in
tone.

The king said he was reconvening parliament "caredrthat the source of state authority and
sovereignty of the kingdom of Nepal is inherentha people of Nepal, and cognisant of the spirit
of the ongoing people's movement".

"For him to even acknowledge there was a peopleteement, that really shocked me," said Kunda
Dixit, editor of the Nepali Times.

(Additional reporting by Simon Denyer)



http://www.freenewmexican.com/news/42756.html#

Thousands rejoice in Nepal; Maoists reject king'sgeech

By TIM SULLIVAN
April 25, 2006

KATMANDU, Nepal (AP) - Tens of thousands of peofitoded Katmandu's streets Tuesday,
celebrating the end of bloody anti-monarchy pratéisat forced the king to restore Parliament.

But with Maoist insurgents dismissing the king'sveas a ploy _ and warning the political parties
that their acceptance of it was a betrayal _ it @l@ar that the Himalayan nation's political crisis
was far from over.

For a few hours, though, celebration was the foas®pposition leaders nominated a former prime
minister to head the new government and the cagittatame back to life.

"The king, his army and their guns were no matdcregj the strength of the people,” said Sangita
Karki, an office worker attending the victory ralty central Katmandu. "We won, he lost."

Hundreds of riot police were lined up to stop dest@tors from marching toward the royal palace
just a few hundred yards (meters) away. Witnesaiglstsere was one minor clash, with a brief
exchange of rocks and tear gas. One person was &y in an ambulance.

While thrilled the king had given in to a key opjiimm demand and restored Parliament, many
demonstrators remain wary of the incoming politlealders _ most of them from the core of
Nepal's bickering and often-corrupt political clequ

"We are here not just to celebrate the king's défefalso to warn the leaders that if they bethay
people, this very crowd will not leave them alivedld Shree Ram, who closed his small shop to
join the protest.

Late Monday night, King Gyanendra appeared on $¢é®ision to announce the reinstatement of
Parliament he dissolved four years ago, a pivaiatession which effectively returned authority to
elected politicians. It was also the first ste@iseries of political maneuvers expected to ledbdo
election of a special assembly to write a new ctngin.

That constitution will very likely reduce the kisgole to a ceremonial status, or even eliminate th
monarchy entirely, party leaders say.

The king's announcement followed weeks of masseptetorganized jointly by the opposition's
seven-party alliance and the Maoists, that hadatbreed to force him from power. The protests
sparked clashes with security forces that left @shanstrators dead and the country dangerously
volatile.

For much of the crisis, Gyanendra had remainedtsilehind the walls of his heavily guarded
palace in central Katmandu, kept in power becatisgedoyalty of his army and police.

While most observers saw the king's move as a aamplrrender to opposition demands, the
Maoists quickly rejected it.

"By accepting the so-called royal proclamationléeers of these seven political parties have once



again made a blunder," said a statement from thas¥ta whose 10-year campaign for power has
left more than 13,000 people dead and given themraoover much of the countryside.

The statement, signed by rebel leader Prachandhiamgputy, Baburam Bhattarai, called the
speech "a conspiracy to protect the regime."

The communist insurgents vowed to press aheadansdimpaign to block the country's roads until
the election of the assembly.

Opposition leaders, though, dismissed the divisiorsssting they would bring the Maoists into the
political mainstream.

"These are only temporary differences,"” said Mimariiisal, a top official of the Nepali Congress
Democratic. "Once the election for the constituticessembly is announced, we are sure they will
cooperate with us again."

Opposition leaders, meanwhile, announced that foRmene Minister Girija Prasad Koirala, an
ailing, aging politician was their choice to be tiew prime minister.

Koirala, who has been one of the most powerfuldsiio Nepal's political scene for decades, has
long made it known that he wanted to be prime rteniggain. However, he did not respond
publicly to the nomination.

Koirala is a four-time prime minister. His lastrteended when he resigned in 2001, with his
government beset by the Maoist insurgency, a byibeandal and recriminations that lax security at
the royal palace had allowed a massacre that wapecdhuch of the royal family.

By early Tuesday morning, life was almost normaKatmandu, where the crisis had alternately
filled streets with protesters or emptied them lisezof curfews. Mobile phones, switched off by
the government in an attempt to disrupt protesaizgers, were back on, stores reopened,
volunteers passed stones hand-to-hand, clearing#as of blockades.

Gyanendra dismissed an interim government 14 magbsand seized direct control over the
government, saying he needed to bring order tadl@try's chaotic politics and crush the Maoists,
who were preventing elections from being held.

http://www.cbsnews.com/stories/2006/04/26/worldmi&49987.shtml

Nepal's Communists Declare Cease-Fire

KATMANDU, April 25, 2006

Rajan Sreshta

(AP) Nepal's communist rebels, who backed the appogprotests that forced King Gyanendra to

restore parliament, declared a three-month, undbtease-fire Thursday in their violent campaign
against the monarchist government.



The announcement came a day before the reinstatédrnpent convenes in Katmandu. It is
expected to elect a new prime minister and initiaéeprocess for electing a special assembly that
would write a new constitution.

"We declare a unilateral cease-fire for three mgfittihe elusive rebel leader Prachanda said in a
statement. He said the rebels would hold their‘fweexpress deep commitment to people's desire
for peace.”

The rebel decision follows a meeting between Pragaand Girija Prasad Koirala, who is likely to
be named prime minister. Their talk cleared up migustanding between the alliance of seven
opposition parties and the rebels.

The rebels initially had been angered by the alkésacceptance of Gyanendra's offer to hand over
power and reinstate parliament that would formwa gevernment, saying it was a betrayal of an
understanding between the alliance and the rebels.

The Maoist insurgents had backed the oppositiazesiy three-week campaign of protests against
the royal dictatorship.

However, the politicians called off the demonstras Tuesday after the king agreed to hand power
back to elected officials and apologized for thegpgbple killed by security forces during the unrest

On Wednesday, the rebels lifted a weeks-long bldela highways connecting the major towns
and cities in the Himalayan kingdom. The blockade but off major transport routes, including the
nation's key highway between Katmandu, the cagtad, the resort town of Pokhara, witnesses
said.

Also Wednesday, soldiers opened fire on a crowtth@iisands of villagers angry about the death of
a local woman at an army base in southwestern Nkjflalg six and wounding at least 11, officials
said.

Versions why the shooting occurred differed dracaélty.

Both the military and rights activists agree thatiusands of angry civilians marched on the camp in
the village of Belbari, angry about the woman'stil¢laere the night before.

But while Bhupendra Poudel, the defense ministokepman, said the crowd tore down the camp's
barbed wire, sought to snatch solders' guns aed to storm the small base, Kunjan Aryal of the
rights group INSEC-Nepal said the villagers weretgsting peacefully.

"They were not trying to storm in," he said. "Thegre simply protesting.”

Poudel also said the woman — a suspected Maoisad-bben shot when she tried to slip into the
base. Aryal, though, said the villagers believedwlnman had been raped and killed by the
soldiers.

Poudel said 11 villagers had been injured, whilgafput the total at 29.

The rebels declared a ceasefire in September 2@d%assted for four months. They pulled out

earlier this year accusing the royalist governnoéfidiling to show initiatives to resolve conflict
peacefully. The rebels then escalated attacks stggivernment targets and troops.



The rebels, who claim to be inspired by Chineseltgionary Mao Zedong, began their campaign
to replace the monarchy with a communist stat©@®61 The insurgency has left more than 13,000
dead.

The parties called off their protest campaign Tagsafter Gyanendra agreed to hand power back to
elected officials and reinstate Parliament by Rrida

Norway, meanwhile, which suspended aid to Nepal &lyanendra seized power 14 months ago,
said late Tuesday it would resume its financialstasce because Parliament had been reinstated.

In Washington, U.S. Assistant Secretary of Stath&id Boucher said the United States will
consider renewing military aid to Nepal, but thewmavill depend on the army supporting the
return of multiparty democracy.

Gyanendra seized power in February 2005, sayimgehded to restore political order and crush the
insurgency.

©MMVI, The Associated Press. All Rights Reservelisimaterial may not be published,
broadcast, rewritten, or redistributed.

http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/articleshowA4808.cms

Protesters want Gyanendra to leave country
AGENCIES[ WEDNESDAY, APRIL 26, 2006 03:12:06 AM]

KATHMANDU: Hundreds of thousands of people heldietoary rally in Nepal’s capital on
Tuesday after King Gyanendra announced he wagaéimg parliament, but tens of thousands
crowded near the palace, demanding he leave thergou

Rows of riot police blocked the demonstrators teas 500 metres from Kathmandu’s Narayanhity
Palace, but there was no violence. The crowds maddtempt to break through but tore down
metal signboards carrying excerpts from the kisgseches and shouted “Gyanendra, thief, leave
the country.”

Earlier, the seven parties called off their proteshpaign. “Today’s planned protest has been
converted into a victory rally. This will go down history as a new example of how peaceful
protests are held. This will determine the futuréhe country,” said Krishna Prasad Sitaula,
spokesman for the Nepali Congress, the largesy pathe alliance.

Much of the demonstrators’ anger near the palaemed to be aimed at home minister Kamal
Thapa, who they blamed for a harsh crackdown ompitbiest campaign. “Hang Kamal Thapa,
destroy the monarchy,” they shouted. At least ldpfeehave been killed and thousands wounded in
police action against protesters in the campaign.

Alongside the rallies, life returned to near norimaKathmandu after almost three weeks of curfew,
protests and closures. Shops were open and maryg buod taxis were running for the first time
since April 6. Mobile phone connections, cut athlegght of the unrest on Saturday, were restored.

In a nod to the Maoists, with whom the seven psittigve a loose alliance, Sitaula said work on an



assembly to write a new constitution would be trst priority. Minendra Rijal, another alliance
leader, said: “We will be doing all we can to briM@oists to the mainstream of peace and
democracy. Now we have to create an environmerdrfanterim government that will have Maoist
participation.”

The Maoists have been trying to end the monarchyeatablish a communist republic and more
than 13,000 people have died in the insurgencyesi®®6. Nepal’'s parliament has been dissolved
since '02, and King Gyanendra assumed absolute mplasteyear, declaring a state of emergency
and vowing to crush the escalating Maoist rebellion

Speaking on national television late on Monday,king said he was calling back the assembly.
Impromptu victory celebrations erupted in Kathmaadd in other towns almost immediately.
“This victory is the people’s victory, long live sh®cracy,” hundreds chanted on the streets,
whistling and cheering.

The US welcomed the move and urged a “ceremoniil for the king. Gyanendra had offered last
week to give power to a prime minister nominatedh®yseven parties, but they said this was not
enough. Monday’s address went further in contedtiartone.

The king said he was reconvening parliament “coreahthat the source of state authority and
sovereignty of the kingdom of Nepal is inherentha people of Nepal, and cognisant of the spirit
of the ongoing people’s movement”.

“For him to even acknowledge there was a peopl@gament, that really shocked me,” said
Kunda Dixit, editor of the Nepali Times.

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/agi2lD06/04/26/AR2006042600516.html|

6 Nepalese Villagers Killed by Soldiers
By BINAJ GURUBACHARYA
The Associated Press

Wednesday, April 26, 2006; 8:06 AM
KATMANDU, Nepal -- Soldiers killed six villagers Wimesday after thousands of civilians tried to
overrun an army camp in southwestern Nepal, aanylibfficial said. The killings were not

believed to be connected to the political turmiadtthas gripped Nepal for weeks.

Local media reports said the civilians were anggause they believed soldiers at the camp, in the
village of Belbari, had raped and killed a villageman.

The military official, however, would only say thidie incident began when a woman was killed
Tuesday as she tried to enter the camp. He spokeearondition of anonymity because he was not
authorized to speak to the media.

An unknown number of villagers were wounded, tHeciall said. No soldiers were injured.

He could not say why the woman was trying to etitercamp, but said villagers angry over her
killing tried to storm the camp Wednesday.

Belbari is about 300 miles southeast of Katmanile capital.



http://www.liberation.fr/page.php?Article=377631#

Dans les rues de Katmandou, une foule immense awsélla décision du roi de convoquer
vendredi le Parlement dissous. Mais 'opposition 1&e vigilante.

Dégelée royale au Népal

Par Pierre PRAKASH
mercredi 26 avril 2006

Katmandou envoyé spécial

Des centaines de milliers de Népalais sont descemdudans les rues de Katmandou pour féter la
victoire du mouvement antimonarchique, aprés l'anagar le roi, la veille au soir, de la
réouverture du Parlement. A la surprise générajan€ndra a cédé a la principale revendication de
I'alliance des sept grands partis politiques ervaquant des vendredi la Chambre des
représentants, dissoute en 2002 sur ses consgilsutnée de mobilisation prévue par I'opposition
s'est transformée en une gigantesque féte, laat@apitant littéralement envahie par une foule en
liesse.

Tout au long de la journée, une véritable maréednendéfile sur le boulevard périphérique,
devenu le symbole de la contestation contre le pouoyal ces derniéres semaine€’est la

victoire du peuple !» «Vive la démocratie '» «ViadRépublique >scandent les manifestants,

venus a pied ou juchés sur des camions. Jeuné=ugt viches et pauvres dansent, chantent,
laissant éclater leur bonheur aprés dix-neuf jdersanifestations souvent réprimées avec violence
: on a relevé au moins 14 morts et plus de 5 088siBk«C'est un peu notre révolution & nous, les
Népalais,explique Parashar Rizal, un instituteous sommes fiers d'avoir gagné, nous avons la
démocratie.»

Feuille de route.Malgré le soulagement général, tous les manifestanicontrés affirment que la
réouverture du Parlement n'est quapmemier pas». «Nous sommes la pour célébrer, engssi

pour maintenir la pression sur les partis politiguexplique Shyam Shrestra, étudiant en

sociologie Nous n'arréterons pas tant que les élections pédaskemblée constituante ne seront pas
annoncées.» «La seule solution définitive, c'eRdpublique»ajoute un autre, tandis que quelques
jeunes arrachent les panneaux affichant des cisapoodémocratiques du souverain, dans le centre-
ville, a des centaines de métres du palais reyzd. n'est que le débufpeut-on lire sur une

pancarte qui dépasse de la foule.

Hier, l'alliance des sept partis d'opposition &levgreve générale, appelé a la fin des
manifestations et désigné le nouveau chef du goeweent intérimaire : Girija Prasad Koirala, 85
ans, ancien Premier ministre et chef du Congrealagsp la premiére formation politique du pays.
«C'est un jour historique, qui marque la victoing peuple sur la monarchisg félicite Ram Sharan
Mahat, I'un des leaders de I'alliance, rencontrioto en train de saluer la foule sur le périphériqu
Le roi a di accepter notre feuille de route, qudymit a terme des élections pour une Assemblée
constituante, comme le réclame la population.»

Alors que l'issue a la crise politique semble egfinvue, la composante maoiste est cependant
venue compliquer la donne. Dans un communiqué&dedr des maos, Prachanda, a accusé les
partis d'avoir commis uneerreur historique»en acceptant de mettre fin au mouvement



antimonarchique«ll s'agit d'un nouveau stratageéme pour briserégiple népalais et sauver sa
monarchie autocratiqup..]. Notre parti appelle vivement le peuple a poursules manifestations
pacifiques, jusqu'a ce que les élections pour wsBeMblée constituante soient annoncéaffisine
le texte, qui menace d'organiser un blocus de Kadma et des grandes villes de province.

Pourparlers. Conformément a leur feuille de route, les partipplosition avaient pourtant
annoncé, le matin méme, que leur premier gestefaimau gouvernement, serait d'ordonner un
cessez-le-feu avec la guérilla pour engager deppdars de paix. S'ils acceptent de déposer les
armes, les maos doivent étre intégrés au gouvemtdntérimaire pour pouvoir participer aux
élections de I'Assemblée constituante. Alors quhoree partie des manifestants insiste pour la
création d'une république, les rebelles semblenlovwoforcer la main aux partis politiques.

Apres le bras de fer sanglant entre le roi et &9 la situation pourrait donc tourner a
I'affrontement entre les partis et les maoisteg pkrspective bien peu réjouissante pour ce pays
qui, aujourd'hui plus que jamais, a besoin de ktalmolitique.

http://www.guardian.co.uk/worldlatest/story/0,,-BBa8,00.html

Nepalese Cabinet Declares Cease-Fire

Wednesday May 3, 2006 3:16 PM
AP Photo KAT101

By BINAJ GURUBACHARYA
Associated Press Writer

KATMANDU, Nepal (AP) - Nepal's Cabinet declaredemse-fire with communist rebels
Wednesday and will no longer designate them ame@rig group, the deputy prime minister said.

All terrorism-related charges will be dropped agathe insurgents, Deputy Prime Minister Khadga
Prasad Oli added, and he urged the rebels to agmregalks with the government.

The moves came in response to a unilateral truaantly declared by the rebels after three weeks
of violent protests forced King Gyanendra to yietohtrol of the government.

The Maoist rebels played a key role in the protastsappear headed for a role in the political
mainstream. They have been fighting since 1996date a communist state, and 13,000 people
have been killed.

“"The government decided to declare a cease-e said. ~All terrorist charges on the Maoists
have been removed. We are urging the Maoists tedomnwvard for peace talks."”

Added Finance Minister Ram Sharan Mahat: ~"We exibecMaoists to come to the talks."”

Two previous mutual cease-fires - in 2001 and 208&h broke down after a few months.

In a worrying sign, Prachanda, the Maoists' leal@s,accused the seven-party alliance that led the
protests of engaging in a power struggle. He dadoarliament, which convened Friday for the

first time in four years, isn't up to the tasksand.

“This is not the solution to the problems anddbsand of the Maoists," he wrote in a pro-Maoist
weekly newspaper. " The House has no fresh maadateannot solve the problems.”



Earlier in the day, U.S. Assistant Secretary otéSRichard Boucher said Washington isn't ready
yet to drop the Maoists from its list of terrorggbups.

“We can't forget the issue of the Maoists in Nepdlat they have done in the villages, what they
continue to do in the villages," he told a newsfemence.

“They killed people, they extorted money. So ameoving them from the terrorist list is not going
to happen until they stop that behavior."”

Mahat said the Cabinet also invalidated Februanysicipal elections for mayors and city and
town council members. No date was immediately @ehéw balloting.

It was the first move to rescind all of the legigla, decrees, appointments and other actions taken
since the king grabbed power in February 2005.

Mahat, sworn in Tuesday with the rest of the newvesaman Cabinet, also said the government will
give about $14,000 to each of the families thatl diethree weeks of protests that forced the king t
yield power last week.

At least 17 protesters died when riot police ttiedjuell the demonstrations, opening fire with live
rounds and rubber bullets.

A media rights group said police arrested 231 jalists during protest-packed April, up from just
six in March. In addition, 87 journalists were aktad last month, the Federation of Nepalese
Journalists reported. All but three of those aa@éstave been freed.

Boucher vowed that Washington will help the Himalayountry.

“Through their efforts for democracy, the peofdi®&epal have won a great victory for themselves
and for future generations," Boucher said aft2Z@-dour visit in which he met with most top
officials except the king.

“Now it is up to the reinstated Parliament, insel@ontact with the people, to lead the way forward
to form an effective, responsive and lasting demicigovernment, and to chart a way forward to
bring peace to your country.”

Still, the list of critical issues facing the neavgrnment is long and rife with difficulties to
overcome while trying to maintain at least a semddeof unity.

The fight for Cabinet appointments already hasksghserious grumbling. In addition, about 200
protesters tried to force their way through the igates outside Parliament on Tuesday, demanding
action on many key issues.

The Cabinet must try to negotiate peace with theiMs, rejuvenate the economy and determine
who gave the orders for security forces to crackrdbrutally on demonstrations.

Parliament has to set up the process for the efeofian assembly to rewrite the constitution. The
king is expected to be stripped of much of his arity, including control of the military.

Associated Press Writer Paul Alexander contribtoetthis report.



http://in.today.reuters.com/news/newsAtrticle.aspp@ttopNews&storylD=2006-09-
05T152235Z_01_NOOTR_RTRJONC_0_India-266092-1.xml

Families protest against Nepal "disappearances”
Tue Sep 5, 2006 3:31 PM IST

KATHMANDU (Reuters) - Hundreds of people protestedhe Nepali capital for the second
straight day on Tuesday demanding information ab@nds and relatives they say disappeared
during a decade-old fight against Maoist rebels.

Dozens of protesters, whose demonstration haslimesked by the rebels, were wounded late on
Monday when police beat them with rattan stickthay gathered outside the high security army
headquarters in the capital.

"We will continue to protest until the governmenbyides information about the people who are
missing after being arrested by troops," said Sookharel, an official of a group set up by the
families of those missing after being detained.

Nepal's state-funded National Human Rights Comimissaid last week at least 936 people were
missing in the conflict and blamed both the segddtces and Maoists for disappearances.

The United Nations also called on both sides te giwormation on those who have disappeared
during the conflict.

But this week's protest was supported by the redoedsaimed squarely against the security forces.

On Tuesday, demonstrators carried pictures of tke&tives -- mainly rebel sympathisers -- and
chanted anti-government slogans as they gatheredrnnof a temple at a major road junction in
Kathmandu.

"Give information about the disappeared peoplefisplacards read in Nepali.
Hundreds of riot police stood by but there was inbence.

The rebels and interim government have been olvgpa/ceasefire since street protests forced King
Gyanendra to hand power to political parties iniApr

The government has formed a panel to investigatgtaints of disappearances and says it is
awaiting the outcome of the inquiry. More than I® @eople have been killed in a Maoist revolt
since 1996.



